Resource teacher, Mrs. Foley, and parent, Laurie Klapsia, are circling the wagons with
a group of Valley Oaks students who are headed West.

Westward Ho!

The wagons were hitched, the frogs were jumping and the one-room school
house was in session for the eighth Valley Oaks History Camp. Students at-
tended the three-day camp to learn about everything from leather tooling to
branding to soap making. On the fourth day parents, staff, and students
teamed up to present their knowledge of these pioneer skills to over 850
Kern County school children who attended Living History Days. Visitors
commented on the wide range of demonstrations available to teach the stu-
dents about life in the late 1800°s. A hot dog lunch capped the activities.

May 2007

Wyatt Smith shows off his entry for the Sheriff Adams was on hand to swear in the
frog jumping contest! witnesses for a session on western justice.



t's o Good Day for o Field Teip - -

Moy Ist

A performance of Cinderella
will be presented by the Ameri-
can Theater Arts for Youth.
The show is scheduled for Tues-
day, May 1st at
10:00 a.m. at the
Fox Theater, 2001
H Street. Tickets
are $6.50 per per-
son and you must sign up and
pay in order to reserve a seat.

Meay 2nd

Kern Schools Federal Credit Un-
ion will present Part Il of the two
part series on banking at Kern
Schools Federal Credit Union,
4530 Ming Avenue at 9:30 a.m. on
Wednesday, May 2nd. The pro-
gram, geared for first and second
graders, will continue the study
begun in April about checks, regis-
ters, savings, simple math, and ba-
sic money handling. A $2.00 re-
fundable deposit will hold your
place when you sign up at the front
desk

May 2nd

Steve Martin’s Working Wildlife
just outside of Frazier Park will be
the setting for this field trip that
will introduce students to a variety
of animals who are trained to work
in the movies and on commercials.
The 1 1/2 hour tour begins at 9:45
a.m. on Wednesday, May 2nd.
Bring a lunch for a picnic after the
tour. A $5.00 non-refundable de-
posit will reserved you place. Trip
is appropriate for all age levels.

Mey &th

This month CALM will feature
classes on the bears. Save the date
Tuesday, May 8th at 1:00 and re-
member you must call CALM no

later than the Friday prior to class
in order to reserve your space.

Moy &th

Enjoy the wonderful sounds of
the pipe organ as played by
Doug Heinrichs. Students will
learn the history of this instru-
ment and get to see “behind the
pipes”. The Pipe Organ field
trip is scheduled for Tuesday,
May 8th from 12:45 - 2:00 p.m.
Meet at Olive Drive Church,
5500 Olive Drive. Please re-
serve your place at the front
desk with a $2.00 refundable
deposit. All ages welcome.

Moy 10th

All ages are welcome to join us
on a field trip to the Peaceful
Valley Donkey Rescue in Te-
hachapi on May 10th. A school
bus will depart VOCS Chester
Avenue site at 9:00 a.m. for an
awesome experience with many
donkeys and animals of all
kinds. Bring a

sack lunch as we

will eat at Te-

hachapi City

Park. The bus

will return at 2:00

p.m. This field trip is a great
way for students to experience a
"yellow" bus ride, an informa-
tive and interactive morning
with animals, learn about proper
animal care, and enjoy the beau-
tiful surroundings of spring in
Tehachapi. Students must be
accompanied by a parent. A
$2.00 refundable deposit and
sign up is required at the front
desk to reserve your spot.

Moy 12th

Bakersfield Symphony orchestra
will present “Rocky 11" on Satur-
day, May 12th at the Rabobank
Arena. This performance features
pianist, Roberto Plano. Perform-
ance begins at 8:00 p.m. Tickets
are available from the symphony
office prior to the evening perform-
ance or on the night of the per-
formance at the arena. Get your
voucher from the front desk.

Moy 15th

Join us for an up close view of a
local grocery store, Albertsons
at the corner of Chester and
Brundage. The store tour be-
gins at 9:00 a.m. on May 15th.
A $2.00 refundable deposit will
hold your place. Tour is geared
for K-2nd grade students, how-
ever, all ages are welcome.

Coming Next Yedr:
On September 14, 2007, VOCS
students will have the opportu-
nity to view the Dead Sea
Scrolls, an exhibit which is cur-
rently touring the US. The
scrolls will be on display at the
San Diego Natural History Mu-
seum, just south of the San
Diego Zoo. Students will need
to arrive at the museum by
10:00 a.m. and provide their
own transportation to and from.
Cost for the trip is $20.00 per
student and $24.00 for adults.
Mrs. Walker will conduct three
classes focusing on pottery, cal-
ligraphy, and archaeology con-
nected with the scrolls
prior to the museum field
trip. Sign up now for
one of the first field trips
of the coming school
year!




Keeping Current In the KRV

As this year comes to an end, | think it's very important to look back over our first year in existence.
For a start up program we really did accomplish a lot. We established a public office in which we
were able to have our meetings. We had 3 sets of enrichment classes before May. We sponsored a
field trip to the Nuui Cunni Center and we went on a field trip to the Kernville Museum. As a class
we competed in the Whiskey Flat Days Costume Contest and the Pet Parade and we were able to
offer all forms of testing locally. Individually, students are to be congratulated for completing as-
signments and maintaining a very high attendance average. Most of the KRVO Students

maintained perfect attendance throughout the whole year. This year is not over, though, so keep up
the hard work and don'’t forget to get your end-of-the-year projects to Mrs. Stauffer by Tuesday, May
15th. Also, remember that Mrs. Stauffer is trying to coordinate sailing classes for the last enrich-
ment class of the year. Captain Scott was unable to iron out the details before this newsletter’s
deadline, so keep in touch with Mrs. Stauffer to find out when your class is and where we will be
meeting. To celebrate all we accomplished this year let’'s have an end-of-the-year celebration on
Tuesday, May 22nd, at 12:30 at Tank Park, in Lake Isabella. Bring a pot luck lunch item and your
own chairs or picnic blanket. Mrs. Stauffer will provide drinks, plates, cups, and utensils. If you
haven't returned all your supplies by then, please bring them to the party. If you miss this opportu-
nity, you will be requested to return items to the school in Bakersfield, so please gather all textbooks,
library books, math manipulatives, science labs, and whatever else you need to return by May 22nd.
Since next year we won't be a start-up program, | expect an even greater year. Please bring your
ideas for next year to our end-of-the-year party. If you have talents you'd like to offer to the pro-
gram please let it be known at this gathering. Also be thinking of a field-trip you would like to coor-
dinate for our students. Thank you all for making our first year such a great success!

Attention: Just a reminder that many students have not collected their ceramic and/or wood-
shop projects that they made during enrichment classes. Now is the time to do so! Any ceramic
or woodshop projects not picked up by June 1st will be disposed of. On the same note, any Lost
and Found items that have not been retrieved by June 1st will be donated to charity. Please
check with Mrs. Williams or Mr. Miser for the whereabouts of unclaimed projects and the front
desk can direct you to the Lost and Found, located in the warehouse. Don’t be disappointed.
Come and collect your belongings and projects before it its too late.

It’s time to turn in your books for

The Young Authors’ Fair

Place your book in the basket at the front desk by May 10th. Each book needs to include the Author’s Name, Grade,
Resource Teacher, and School and be bound so no pages fall out. Books will be returned to VOCS on Monday, May 14th,
for you to pick up or placed in the Extravaganza display in the warehouse.
Take your child to the EREE fair for the opportunity to view books written by other Kern County
\ _ school students and hear published authors and illustrators share their personal and professional ex-
pertise.

Saturday, May 12, 2006 - 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM
Standard Elementary Cafeteria - 115 E Minner Ave
All book submissions need to be turned in to Valley Oaks by THURSDAY, MAY 10th!

For more information please contact Juli Bishop at 835-8411




Garden Volunteers Needed
April Showers bring May flowers and
weeds too! We need some help with
garden maintenance. If you are inter-
ested in helping pull weeds and plant
flowers, please contact Mrs. Foley at
633-5288.

We will be gardening
on Wednesdays, May
9th, 16th, and 23rd
from 8:30 - 11:30
a.m. Help us beautify
our campus and
have some fun doing
it!

For all 5th-12th grade students interested in sailing aboard the Tole Mour and studying oceanog-
raphy, this meeting is a must! Come to Valley Oaks Charter School on Monday, May 7, 2007 at 2:00-
3:00 p.m. or 5:30-6:30 p.m. Three trips are in the planning:

High School 7-Day Trip — September 3-9 for $590 ($120 non-refundable deposit)
7th-9th Grade 5-Day Trip — September 24-28 for $485 ($80 non-refundable deposit)
5th-6th Grade 3-Day Trip — October 8-10 for $270 ($40 non-refundable deposit)

This experience will be one of the highlights of your child’s educational experiences. Please be
prepared to submit deposits. Fund raising ideas will be discussed. Visit www.tolemour.org to see the
ship, the crew, and the summer rate of $1,300/week if a student sails during the summer as an independ-

STAR testing is officially over and we extend our thanks to the many parents rearranged their schedules to
accommodate the testing times and took the responsibility to get their children to the testing sites. Sixth
grade student, Shae Clifton wrote the following poem to express her feelings about these important tests.

I’m not very good with math | get test anxiety I want to go to college

It makes me want to cry. Each time there is a test , So I’ll try to do real good
Today we’re doing STAR tests I am very nervous I’ll study really hard

And | really want to die! But I’ll try to do my best. And do just what | should!

Battle of the Books

Battle of the Books was again a great success. Over 650 students partici-
pated. Among them were Valley Oaks students Victoria Adee, Alex Boyer,
Courtney Callaway, Nancy Colley, Vicky Colley, Alyssa Conlee, Kari Hill,
Jacob Lopez, Jacob Lopez, Lindsay Morovich, Blake Scheideman, Erika
Scheideman, and Christina Soderstrom. Jacob Lopez and Jacob Lopez were
on the 5th place winning team taking home medals. Nancy Colley was our
8th grade student who read all 30 books. Congratulations to all who par-
ticipated. Anyone interested in participating in next year’s battle be sure to
let your resource teacher know. (At right, Jacob Lopez, at left: Jacob Lopez
Both were on the Battle of the Books team that placed fifth!)




Graduation Day
s Almost HBere

Graduation ceremonies will be held at the Fox
Theater on May 30th. The 8th graders will
graduate at 4:00 p.m., but all participating stu-
dents must be at the theater no later than 3:15
p.m. for a short rehearsal. High school seniors
will graduate at 7:30 p.m. but must be present by
7:00 p.m. High school students will wear the
traditional caps and gowns.

Eighth  grade
students are
asked to wear

attire appropriate
to the solemnity
of this special
occasion. Please
keep in mind that
boys are to wear
slacks and a dress
shirt with a neck-
tie. Girls are to
wear a nice skirt
and blouse or
dress; this does not include prom-style dresses.
Dress that is bizarre, revealing, immodest, or out
of the norm will not be allowed. Hairstyles
should not be so unusual as to call attention to
themselves. Girls are not allowed to wear pants
and no jeans will be acceptable for either boys or
girls. We do not anticipate any problems with
dress, however, if any graduate arrives not meet-
ing the dress/hair code, he/she will be given an
opportunity to modify his/her appearance or not
be allowed to participate in the ceremony.

We are proud of all of our graduates and
in keeping with the dignity and solemnity of this
special occasion, we would like to ask the audi-
ence to show their pride in a respectful manner.
Accordingly, we request there be no shouting of
names, whistling, air horn blowing, or other dis-
tracting behavior that will detract from the gradu-
ates as they cross the stage to receive their diplo-
mas or at any time during the graduation exer-
cises. As in the past, your cooperation in making
this a joyous and pleasant occasion for all is sin-
cerely appreciated.

The Valley Oaks first annual Pinewood Derby
was held on Friday, April 13th. The cars and

their “drivers” crossed the finish line with the

checkered flags flying. Overall winners were

Anne Marie Flohr (1st place), Zoe Flohr (2nd

place) and Joel Morentin (3rd place).

High School Orientation Offered for
Incoming Ninth Graders

If you would like more information about the Val-
ley Oaks High School program or if your eighth
grade student is planning to attend VOCS High
School in the fall, you should plan to attend an ori-
entation that will be held on May 10th at 3:00 p.m.
Please inform the high school office that you would
like to attend by calling 636-4467.

Romeo, Bomeo Pherefore
Art Thouw?

The Valley Oaks production of Romeo and Wini-
fred will make its debut on Saturday, May 26th at

the Education Center, 1300 Baker Street. Per-
formance begins at 7:00 p.m. Bring your friends
and the family for this spoof on
a Shakespearean favorite.
Tickets are on sale for $1.50
per person and are available
from any cast member (ask at
the front desk for names), or at
EXTRAVAGANZA. Also,
watch for a sneak preview at
EXTRAVAGANZA!




News and Views from Frazier Park VOCS

Thanks to all who made our STAR testing successful, especially Ron and Marsha Green who opened
their home to us.

May items included for F.P. VOCS:

« Help—Math difficulties? The math tutorial in May will be individualized. Please call Mr. Adams or
Mr. Kennedy at the office (661-245-3132).

- May’s Enrichment includes (finally) a Power-Point class for 6th-8th grades at the office on Thurs-
day, May 10 (2-4 P.M.), Tuesday, May 15 (12-2), and Thursday, May 24 (2-4).

- F.P. will travel to Griffith Observatory for our last get-together on Tuesday, May 8.

- Remember 8th graders—qgraduation is coming May 30th . Meet dressed for the occasion at 3:15
p.m.. for rehearsal at the Fox Theater. Congratulations!

« Just a reminder that all Personal Development Goal sheets are due soon.

- We still are looking for donations of the following books for our Extravaganza “Bookcase”. Dona-
tion of any of the following titles would be greatly appreciated. The High King, True Confessions of
Charlotte Doyle, Caddie Woodlawn, Jane Eyre, Ramona Quimby, My Side of the Mountain, Out of
the Dust, Silverfin, Across Five Aprils, Redwall, A Wrinkle in Time, Call of the Wild, White Fang,
The Giver, Gathering Blue, Messenger, Rascal, Eragon, Eldest, Hatchet, A Year Down Yonder, The
Bronze Bow, Witch of Blackbird Pond.

Thanks for all the help and encouragement from the Frazier Park families this year and have a great

summer!

Tidbits from Taft

Hello to everyone from Taft extension! As our year winds down, we can look back at our time
and remember what we have learned. We learned how to dance, make some music, create
works of art, how butterflies change, and how to laugh with our friends. We can be proud of
our accomplishments! We still have a few more memories to make. On May 2nd we will be
going to Steve Martin’s Wild Animal Park. Call Mrs. Wetterholm for more details. Also, karate
will continue through the end of May. Mrs. Wetterholm and Mrs. Salazar, along with the lead-
ership class, are working on our annual year-end party. Mrs. Salazar will be contacting the hip-
hop dancers for rehearsal times. Congratulations to everyone for all their hard work.

Tehachapi Talks

The past session of enrichment
classes in Tehachapi included
a course about digital photog-
raphy taught by resource
teacher, Christy Rosander.
Pictured are just two of the
examples of the student’s
work. “Cow” was taken by
Chelsea Hill and “Flower” was
photographed by Ross Miller.







VOCS WILL HOST THE SCHOLASTIC
COMMUNITY BOOK SALE, TUESDAY,
MAY 22ND THROUGH THURSDAY,

. MAY 24TH FROM 8:00 A.M. TO 6:00
Meeting P.M. AT VOCS. SAVE 50% ON

BOOKS. VOLUNTEER TO WORK AT

SChEdUIe THE EVENT AND EARN $10.00 PER
2006—2007 HOUR IN BOOKS. CONTACT ERIN
ROGERS, 393-4556, TO SIGN UP.

May 2

‘e EXTRAVAGANZA!

\\e 't MAY 17 FROM

. {\“a\\\l 4:00 — 8:00 P.M. AT
a \S VOCS. GAMES, RAFFLE
a‘\l BASKETS, TALENT SHOW AND A
E*“a\lag FABULOUS DEEP-PIT DINNER. BUY
TICKETS EARLY AND SAVE! PRE-SALE
DINNER TICKETS ARE $8.00 PER
PERSON, AFTER MAY 1 1, DINNER
TICKETS WILL BE $12.00. Pizza
WILL ALSO BE ON SALE. DINNER

WILL BE SERVED FROM 5:30 — 7:00
P.M.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! THURSDAY,
MAY 31ST, FROM 4:00 -6:00 P.M.
FOR THE OPEN HOUSE/ICE CREAM
SOCIAL TO PAY HONOR TO MRS.
OESCH WHO IS RETIRING THIS SUM-
MER. COME LET HER KNOW HOW
MUCH SHE HAS MEANT TO YOUR FAM-~
ILY AND OUR SCHOOL.

SLATHER THE KIDS WITH SUN-
SCREEN AND BRING THEM TO THE
MCMURTREY AQUATIC CENTER ON
TUESDAY, MAY 22ND, FROM 12:15
TO 2:15 P.M. FOR THE VOPAC-
SPONSORED SWIM DAY. FREE TO

Valley Oaks Charter School
3501 Chester Avenue
Bakersfield, CA 93301

Tel: 661-633-5288
Fax: 661-633-5287
Web: http://www.valleyoakscharterschool.org




