South Park Presbyterian Church
1501 30th Street
Rock Island, IL 61201-3797
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GoAhead and Adit It

“Go ahead and admit it, preacher,” the man said, “Lent is your favorite sea
son! Kids love Christmas, Charismatics love Pentecost... but you love Lent
x n because it gives you license to berate and judge others for six weeks, and the
beautiful part of it,” he concluded, “is that your people love it too.” Weéll,
maybe. Perhaps. But as one who serves a God of new beginnings and sec-
ond-chances, you won't hear any “hell-fire and brimstone” sermons from me.

To me, Lent is not atime to beat ourselves up- we do enough of that anyway- nor isit a
time to for us to show that we're holy by giving up, let’s say, candy or whiskey. BUT Lentisa
time for us to die to self. Lent is an opportunity for us to be Christ to others- to see Christ in
others, especially the least among us, and to do business with what it means to be His altogether.
In short, Lent is atime for us to experience the life-giving victory of surrender and service. God
put all of this quite clearly when He cried, “Is such the fast that | choose a day to humble one-
self” - Will you call this afast? Is not the fast that | choose- to loose the bonds of injustice, to
share food with the hungry, to bring the homeless poor into your home, and to cover the naked
when you see them.” Amen, Lord. The fast that you chooseisfor usto get our hands dirty serv-
ing others as we follow you to Calvary because our work, if it is to be done at all, must be done
along the road where people cry and suffer and human need isredl.

It seems that Lent is an action word, and the choices we make- the path that we take-
will depend on our answer to the very same question that Jesus asked His disciples while He
walked on earth: “Who do you say that | am?” This question must be answered by each of us,
and our answers will determine the fullness of our lives and even our eternities. So, if weinsist
on reflecting during Lent, let it be on this: Who is Christ Jesusto you? A nice guy? They area
dime adozen. A good teacher? That's an empowering vocation, but hardly life-giving. Anin-
sightful philosopher? Of course, but so were Socrates and Kierkegaard. An easy-going friend
who will endorse whatever we do and think? A *sugar-daddy” who will meet our every need?
None of these characteristics will ever save us, and besides, as C.S. Lewis said, we don’t have
that option anyway.

Jesus said that He is the Son of God, and He either is or Heisn't. Jesus claimed to be
THE truth and our source of SALVATION, and He either isor Heisn't. It's not al that compli-
cated really. Jesus said that we will experience freedom by yoking ourselves to Him and that we
find life by dying to ourselves. These things are either true or they are not, and we can only
know if they are true by taking a leap of faith. That'sit, isn't it? Lentisatime for usto take a
leap of faith and to surrender our lives to Him entirely. Let us walk the Via Dolorosa together
for forty days. Let us get our hands dirty and our hearts broken for Him. The world will say
that we are foolish, but we will know that we are on the road to eternity.

Who is Jesusto you? Answer this at depth. And then get out there and live out
your answer.
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Church Services Schedule

(see enclosed February calendar for all events)

Church OfficeHours:
Mon.-Thurs., 8:00-4:00, Fri., 8:00-12:00

During Lent there will be a Sunday evening ser-
vice (Feb. 21-Mar. 28) at South Park Church at
5:30pm followed by a meal at 6:15.

Wednesdays, February 3,10, 17, 24

11:00 a.m. MidWeek Interactive Service
6:00 p.m. - Faith of Our Fathers Sudy

8-9 p.m. - SPY (South Park Youth) Bible Sudy

Thursdays, February 4, 11, 18, 25
10:00 a.m. Bible Sudy

Sunday, February 7
Communion

Parish Nurse

9:00 Church Shooland Confirmation
10:00 Worship Service

Souper Bowl Sunday

Sunday, February 14 Valentine's Day
9:00 Church Shooland Confirmation
10:00 Worship Service

Sunday, February 21

ChurchesUnited Food Pantry

Parish Nurse

9:00 Church Schooland Confirmation

10:00 Worship Service
Annual Congregational Meeting follow-
ing service

Touchpoints Articles Deadline

Sunday, February 28

9:00 Church Shooland Confirmation

10:00 Worship Service

6:15 Dinner Bellsall church soup supperin D.Room

Dec 245pm Dec 2411 pm Dec 27

127 54 84
Jan 3 Jan 10 Jan 17 Jan 24
108 100 127 122

Telephone Number Change:

Ruth and Larry Bennett - they have discon-
tinued the use of theirhome phone num-
ber. They can now be reached at cell
numbers:

Ruth  309-236-7544

Larry 309-798-8140

Need to Contact the Pastor? - Following
isthe cell number and email address for
Pastor Kenn Shedenhelm:

Cell:  309-236-6039

Email: kenns@spchurchqgc.org

Thank You - Many thanks to all who have
helped contribute to the new sound sys
tem. Through so many generouscontribu-
tions we have collected a total of
$7,352.27 of the $9,753.00 needed. You
really came through when the call was
made.

* 4
* - * - 2986
6 *
Month Budget Actual
Income 22,160 27,646
Expense 27,568 21,987

Net Income (Loss) ($5,408) $5,659

YTD
Income 265,940 269,472
Expense 330,818 330,016
Net Income (Loss) ($64,878)  ($60,544)

This does not include income/expenses from designated
funds: e.g., Christian Educations Expenses, Parish Nurse,
etc.
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9:00-9:45 a.m.

< *
11:00-11:45 am.

Free of charge ($5 fee for people
who don't have a theraband)

Please sign up at church or call
church office, 786-6466.
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