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 Thanks to 51 generous donors (most of 
them South Park Presbyterian Church parishion-
ers) the Drop-In Center recently received a 
check for $1,914.24 from Birdies for Charity.  
This comprised all gifts designated to us, plus 
$174.00 in “bonus bucks”  given by the golf 
classic charity.  We are grateful to Deryl Miller 
for once again handling the Birdies for Charity 
campaign on our behalf. 
 
  Donations are especially appreciated this 
year because a reduction in federal Work/Study 
funds coming to Black Hawk College this fall 
caused our number of subsidized employees to 
be reduced from 3 to 1.  This put a burden on 
our limited resources. 
 
  The Center continues to serve Washington 
Junior High School students with a safe and fun 
place to go every day after school.  Most days 

you will find the pool and ping pong tables 
in use, the computers full, and most atten-
dees having a snack and enjoying the com-
pany of friends.  Some (but not all) do their 
homework.   Our community service 
this fall included the Adopt a Highway 
Program (30th Street from 18th Avenue to 
7th Avenue), and helping with a booth at 
the City of Rock Island’s “Fright Night” . 
 
  The Board of Directors welcomed a 
new member this fall.  He is Mr. Keith 
Smith, Dean at Washington. 

             Submitted by Sue McDevitt 
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              Christmas 08 
Day after day we work to pay our bills, 
 and to build a little nest-egg for our “golden” years. 
For most of us, this isn’ t easy, and for many - it’ s impossible. 
Families don’ t eat together much anymore…and  
 neighbors see little more of each other than the  
  opening and closing of garage doors. 

E-mails and text-messages have replaced personal conversations, and 
 computer screens have replaced the TVs…which replaced real-life interaction. 
Religious people go to church,  
 but money and power still do most of the talking in the world. 
Ordinary people are running around in circles 
 like laboratory rats chasing strategically placed pieces of cheese. 
People say things like “perception is everything”  and 
 others actually nod in agreement. 
It’ s all very depressing when you think about it, and tomorrow 
 would be the same as today 

Except That Unto Us A Saviour Was Born. 
In a world every bit as dark as ours, 
 He emptied Himself of Divinity, and 
  came down, down, down to earth…to carry our sins to Calvary’s cross. 

When He showed up, heaven broke into song, because Herod’s power  
had been broken and our struggle for meaning and forgiveness was over. 

The first gift-exchange was this: 
 God gave us His only Son to humanity and the lowly Shepherds danced with joy,  
  and even now it is very much the same. 
God gives us hope and forgiveness in His Son, and 
 we love Him with all of our hearts and our neighbors as ourselves. 
God gives us liberating grace, and we give Him sacrificial service. 
God gives us eternal life…and we give Him ours. 
 This is still the only gift exchange worth talking about! 

                         MERRY CHRISTMAS                                        PK 

   From the 
 Pastor’s Pen 
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Church Services Schedule 
(see enclosed December  calendar  for  all events) 

Church Office Hours:  Mon.-Fr i., 8:00-4:00 

Wednesdays, Dec ember 3, 10, 17 
11:00 Mid -week Worship  Servic e  

Sunday, Dec ember 7 2nd Sunday of Advent 
Communion 
Parish Nurse 
8:45am  Adult & Youth Choir Rehearsa l (Please 
Note:  Rehearsa l is every Sunday morning at 8:45 
exc eption: -  no rehearsa l on Sun., Dec . 28) 
9:00 Churc h Sc hool 
10:00 Worship  Servic e  Sanc tuary 

Sunday, Dec ember 14 3rd Sunday of Advent 
9:00 Churc h Sc hool  
10:00 Worship  Servic e  Sanc tuary 
2:00 Christmas Caroling (meet a t c hurc h) 
Touc hpoints Deadline 

Sunday, Dec ember 21 4th Sunday of Advent 
Churc hes United  Food  Pantry 
Parish Nurse 
9:00 Churc h Sc hool  
10:00 Worship  Servic e with Adult Christmas Pro-
gram 

Wednesday, Dec ember 24  Christmas Eve  
5:00 Family Servic e - Child ren’s  
 Christmas Pageant 
11:00 p .m. Cand lelight/ Communion 

Sunday, Dec ember 28  
Rec yc ling 
9:00 Churc h Sc hool  
10:00 Worship  Servic e Sanc tuary 
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Sunday Attendanc e: 
  Nov. 2 Nov. 9 Nov. 16 Nov. 23 
10:00 Servic e 110 104 138 119 
 
 
 
Inc ome: 
 Nov. 2  $      6,129.77 
 Nov. 9  $      5,298.00 
 Nov. 16  $      5,804.31 
 Nov. 23  $      3,685.00 
 Nov Food Pantry $        148.50 
 
 
 
Deaths:  Mark Montgomery’ s mother; Gladys 
Gage; Shirley Myers 
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Saturday, December 6, 10:00Saturday, December 6, 10:00Saturday, December 6, 10:00Saturday, December 6, 10:00----12:0012:0012:0012:00    

Hanging of the GreensHanging of the GreensHanging of the GreensHanging of the Greens    
Come and be a part of the decorating 

for Advent Season 
and 

Christmas Celebration for FamiliesChristmas Celebration for FamiliesChristmas Celebration for FamiliesChristmas Celebration for Families    
There will be holiday crafts, cookie decorating, 

holiday photos and more. 
 

Sunday, December 21Sunday, December 21Sunday, December 21Sunday, December 21    
���� ���� 10:00 a.m. Adult Christmas Program10:00 a.m. Adult Christmas Program10:00 a.m. Adult Christmas Program10:00 a.m. Adult Christmas Program    

 

Christmas Eve Christmas Eve Christmas Eve Christmas Eve ---- December 24 December 24 December 24 December 24    
����         Church office closes at noon - reopens on  

Monday, December 29. 

 2 services:2 services:2 services:2 services:    
5:00 p.m. Family Christmas Eve 5:00 p.m. Family Christmas Eve 5:00 p.m. Family Christmas Eve 5:00 p.m. Family Christmas Eve Service Service Service Service ----    

with Children’s Christmas Pageantwith Children’s Christmas Pageantwith Children’s Christmas Pageantwith Children’s Christmas Pageant    
    

11:00 p.m. Traditional Service11:00 p.m. Traditional Service11:00 p.m. Traditional Service11:00 p.m. Traditional Service    
��������������with Cwith Cwith Cwith Candlelight/Communion Serviceandlelight/Communion Serviceandlelight/Communion Serviceandlelight/Communion Service 

December December December December 
HighlightsHighlightsHighlightsHighlights    
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