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For many people Lent is atime to give up something for 40 days. Some peo-
ple give up coffee - let’s say - although I'm not one of them; some people give
up alcohol; some people give up chocolate, and no doubt, you could add to this
From the |list. Thesedecisions make usfeel better and self-discipline is always a good
Pastor’s Pen | thing...but they are NOT what Lent is about. Lent, it seems to me, has more to
do with surrender than discipline and it has more to do with commitment than
feeling bad because we're not committed. Lent isan opportunity to make adecision for Christ
and to follow Him all the way to Calvary on * Good Friday”.

Cephas and the others had followed Jesus for some time when He asked them, “Who do
people say that | am?’ They had seen His power, they had heard His teachings, and they had
been part of agrowing ministry. The good times were rolling, and when Jesus asked His ques-
tion, they suggested that people said Jesus was alot of things - a mighty prophet, an excellent
teacher, a profound philosopher, and a devout Jew. People have alot of different opinions about
Jesus - we know this ourselves - but then...Jesus asked them the question that begins any faith
journey - who do you say that | am? Who do you say that He is? Weigh your answer carefully
and resolve to live out the truth of it! If Jesusis simply one of many great teachers and good
“men”, of history, the way of the cross will mean nothing to you. It will be foolishness, anditis
unlikely that anyone would carry a cross for agood man. Who do you say that | am? Thisisthe
central Lenten question and our individual answers will affect our lives forevermore.

He asked, “Who do you say that | am?’ and Simon said, “Y ou are the Messiah.” Bingo!
Jesusisthe Messiah, but when He went on to say that God' s “ suffering servant,” would give His
life for others and die on a cross, Peter rebuked Him. “Get yourself together,” Peter pleaded,
and “quit talking nonsense about across.” My words of course, but the Bible does say that Peter
“rebuked” hisfriend, Jesus...and that Jesus then called Peter, “ Satan”, because he was seeking
an easier, softer way of discipleship. Peter didn’t want to suffer - pure and simple - and he did-
n't want to be regjected. He couldn’t believe that salvation comes through surrender and Jesus
went on to explain that those who cling to their lives will lose them. Other teachers promise
health and wealth and they ask less of their disciples. They offer a more attractive package and
they make it clear that their disciples can find salvation on their own terms - even if that only
(cont. page 2 - Lent)




( WEY" K1 " # &
, - " " &
R

Church Services Schedule

(see enclosed M ar ch calendar for all events)

Church OfficeHours: Mon.-Fri., 8:00-4:00

Sunday, March 1

Adult & Youth Choirs meet for rehearsal every
Sunday morning at 8:45

Communion

Parish Nurse

9:00 Church Shool

10:00 Worship Service Sanctuary

Tuesdays, March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31
6:00 - 7:15 p.m. Lenten Services (See page 6 for
locations)

Wednesdays, March 4, 11, 18, 25
11:00 Mid-week Worship Service

Sunday, March 8 Women’s Sunday
Daylight Savings Time begins (move your clocks
ahead one hour before bedtime on Saturday,
March 7)

9:00 Church Shool

10:00 Worship Service Sanctuary

Sunday, March 15
ChurchesUnited Food Pantry
Parish Nurse

9:00 Church Shool

10:00 Worship Service

Sunday, March 22

Recycling

9:00 Church Shool

10:00 Worship Service Sanctuary
Touchpoints Articles Deadline

Sunday, March 29
9:00 Church Shool
10:00 Worship Service Sanctuary

(Lent - cont. frompg. 1)

means coming to church and giving up cof-
feefor 40 days.

But Jesus bids a person to “come and
die’ as Bonhoeffer put it. The popular
spiritual teacher, Eckhart Tolle, claims that
the secret to lifeisto “die before we die”,
and Bill Wilson of AA fame made it clear
that afull and meaningful life begins with
surrender and islived out in selfless service
to others. | think that Jesus would have
agreed with these thoughts, and God
affirmed the “via dolorosa’ - way of
suffering - on Transfiguration Sunday, when
His voice broke through the heavens with
these words - “thisismy Son. Listento
Him!” Listen to Him and follow Him.
Follow Him through the valleys and through
the villages. Touch those who need to be
touched. Heal the broken. Make peace.
Cry and pray for the lost. Feed the hungry.
Clothe the naked. Draw ahuge circle of
grace! Forgive asaway of life. Travel
lightly. Be grateful of what you receive,
and keep your feet moving - all the way to
Calvary’scross. Learnthat lifeis discov-
ered asyou give it back to your Creator.
Die beforeyou die...and livel Deciding to
dothis. Takingthefirst steps. Pondering
who Christisto you. To me, Lent is much
more about opportunity than guilt - much
more about rearranging our values
altogether than simply giving Christ anod
as He marches by. Christ bids usto come
and die. Will wedo it, or simply give up
coffeein His honor? PK
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Sunday Attendance:

Feb.1 Feb.8 Feb. 15 Feb. 22
135 113 103 104

Income:
Feb. 1 6,684.10

Feb. 8 2,756.00
Feb. 15 3,442.00
Feb. 22 3,150.00
Food Pantry 110.00

Address Change:

Alice Liedtke
Fiendship Manor A221 (Herroom number has
been changed to what isstated here)

Deaths: Leona Archibald, Linda Ullrick

Meal Site - Thank you to those who provided
food and helped serve at the Meal Ste on
Wednesday, February 18. There willbe a sign
up sheetin the Parlorin March if you would
like to help provide food forthe March 18
Meal Ste.
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Easter Flowers - Starting on Sunday, March

15, Easter flower orders may be placed after the
Sunday morning services through March 29 or by
mailing this order form to the church office by
Monday, March 30.

MEMORIAL
EASTER FLOWER
ORDER FORM

Please fill out the order form and mail to:

EASTER FLOWERS
c/o South Park Presbyterian Church
1501 30™ Street, Rock Island, IL 61201

&
,.
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
| Don't forget to include your check
| in the correct amount,
| per plant ordered, designated
I “EASTER FLOWERS’
I and payable to
| South Park Presbyterian Church.
: Orders must be received no later than
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Monday, March 30

TYPE OF FLOWER (check one):
Lily ($7.00) Tulip ($8.00)
Daffodil ($8.00) Hyacinth ($8.00)

In Memory of:

From:

| (Please pick up your flowers following the
Easter Sunday morning worship service. Af-
ter Sunday, April 26, the flowers remaining
will be used in the gardens of South Park
Church.)

|
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4 - & /48 - & ; &0 & & & # Easter Memorial Flowers
&D /M # 4 & *& &- & / March 15 — 29 Orders will be taken before and after Sunday Services and per
- & = / . . 6 & - & *& & order blanks available in this month’s Touchpoints - see page 7. (Flowers to
0 S THT &S # | <y & & ") & 5 :0 & be taken home after the Easter Service — flowers remaining after April 26 to be
* 0 - . +8 6 & & 8& & 0 - & & used in the gardens of South Park Church)
5 & & & # & # |* Y
& S & - & I G& .
/ & & =&> - - 4 Palm Sunday, April 5
- * . 0 9:00 Church School
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5 = 0 1& ; 4 | 280 0 & Good Friday, Aprll 10
& 4 & 3 & & * J* & Walk of the Cross with Gloria Dei (watch for time and location)
& 1 & & &- 0 & & & & 0 & 7:00 p.m. Communion Service in Sanctuary
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% & AB &- . 7:00 Easter Breakfast - see page 7 for details
& 4 & 6 & & 0 °& 90 4% 80 & 9:00 Church School
’ 10:00 Celebration Service
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0 4 ] || # HH< & 4 & o 4 and Prayarsfar...
S x & - & & & & & = ( | 4 # ..Deanna Warpehoski and her
& = & & # 4 & & & & &1 * & - & & # family upon thedesth of her
& 2 - = & 4 & & & *& father, ArchieBat, on
8% & & @ @& =0 & 0 - & & Deoarba 24, 2008.
& & & & | ) .
& * & & 4 4 &/ - 4 %& © 0 ...theArchibald family upan the
& = & #le &= & = & & 0 & 0 0 desth of Lema Archibald on
4 o 2 2 O* 4 F & 4 & &l /2 0 & & - Feoruary 3, 2009.
& & /( 0& -0 & # & & = 5 &% ~.theUllrick family uponthe
- & & & & b3 -2 / desth of Linda Ullric on
& &0 - - = g & &L & & (&% February 5, 2009.




