South Park Presbyterian Church
1501 30th Sreet
Rock Idand, IL 61201-3797

4 , #1 5#
. H#
6+, #1
. #T
0 -1 (B .2.) 3

!& "
™ #$ P N $
% & %
0/# 1
0O (
)
!
& % % *
$ n
+
&
Z
" # $3% !
% ' ( )
* # #, -, "#
o) #+# HO -1 (1 .2 .) 3
4 + # #

VOLUME 24, ISSUE 9

SEPTEMBER 28, 2006

TOUCHPOINTS

The time has come, my friends, to bid you all farewell in an official capacity as your
Com-t interim pastor. Aswe have journeyed together these last two years, we have seen many
changesin the life of this congregation. | will be the first to admit that we have shared
Y some troubled times. But for me these are outweighed by the growth | have observed
W (‘w in your life together. What is most clear is how you have stepped in to share the lead-
QP ership responsibilities that are rightfully yours. | especially commend the Deacons and
the Elders and their committees who continue to learn to assume their rightful responsibilities. | also note
the way so many of you have reached out to welcome newcomers.

In that manner, | can do no better than to share with you the advice and blessing that the Apostle Paul
wrote to his fellow-Christians in Thessalonicain northern Greece:

And now, friends, (1) ask you to honor those leaders who work so hard for you, who have been given
the responsibility of urging and guiding you along in your obedience. Overwhelm them with appreciation
and love!

Get along among yourselves, each of you doing your part. Our counsel isthat you warn the free-
loadersto get a move on. Gently encourage the stragglers, and reach out for the exhausted, pulling them to
their feet. Be patient with each person, attentive to individual needs. And be careful that when you get on
each other’ s nerves you don’t snap at each other. Look for the best in each other, and always do your best
to bring it out.

Be cheerful no matter what; pray all the time; thank God no matter what happens. Thisisthe way God
wants you who belong to Christ Jesusto live.

Don't suppress the Spirit, and don’t stifle those who have a word from the Master. On the other hand,
don't be gullible. Check out everything, and keep only what's good. Throw out anything tainted with evil.

May God himself, the God who makes everything holy and whole, make you holy and whole, put you
together — spirit, soul, and body — and keep you fit for the coming of our Master, Jesus Christ. The One
who called you is completely dependable. If he said it, he'll do it. Friends, keep up your prayersfor us.

(I Thessalonians 5:12-25 — The Message, Eugene Peterson)

Ethical Guidelinesfor a Congregation and Departing Pastor

The guidelines from the Presbytery of Great Rivers state that when any minister ends a relationship
with a congregation, “the minister should cease to perform such functions of a pastor as funeras, baptisms,
and weddings, unlessinvited to officiate in such capacity by the pastor or by the moderator of vacant
churches. .. Church members should not regquest a former pastor to perform pastoral duties. If requested,
the pastor should tactfully decline. (Manual of Operations, Section VI, Appendix A, page 5)
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Church Services Schedule

(see enclosed October calendar for all events)
Church OfficeHours: Mon.-Fri., 8:00-4:30

Sunday, October1 Communion
Parish Nurse

9:00 Church S hool

10:00 Worship Service Sanctuary

Farewell Luncheon Reception for Pastor Casey
afterthe service

Sunday, October 8
9:00 Church Shool
10:00 Worship Service
2:00 Crop Walk

Sanctuary

Sunday, October 15
ChurchesUnited Food Pantry
9:00 Church S hool

10:00 Worship Service
Touchpointsarticlesdue

Sanctuary

Sunday, October 22
Recycling

9:00 Church S hool
10:00 Worship Service

Sanctuary

Sunday, October 29
End of Daylight Savings Time (Be sure to set clocks
back one hour before going to bed on Saturday)
9:00 Church Shool
10:00 Worship Service

Sanctuary
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Sep 3 Sep 10 Sep 17 Sep 24
10:00 Service 125 132 133 118

6,345.66 ‘
4,905.62 T
4,280.55 m‘ SHE
3,347.00

Sep Food Pantry 748.00

Marriages: Lindsey Smith/ Tony Munson

Tom & Patricia Sechalin

471 44th Ave. Ct.

East Moline, IL 61244
Champaign, IL61820-6195

Deaths: Irene Keagle
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Foot Clinic
Monday, October 23
9a.m.-11:30 a.m.
in the Education Center
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