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Education Opportunities
Sundays at 9:30

The all combined youth class meets upstairs in
the Ed. Center, as does Jr. Church.
(Chris Hong)

Kerygma - Library (Carol Hough)

Searchers - Fellowship Hall (Bruce McCart)
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Music Stands

Thank you to Gary
& Carol Kramer
for their purchase
of new music
stands for the Mu-
sic Department of
South Park Church.
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Join Hands Day Update - On Sun,,
May 21, 6 youth and 4 adults from
South Park and Good Shepherd did
yard work at six houses. We cleaned
out gutters, pulled weeds, swept,
raked and did other miscellaneous
yard work. As payment for our ser-
vices, we collected 84 items and $60
for the local food pantry.

Church Office: 786-6466 Fax: 786-6470
Email address: donnab@spchurchqc.org  Website: www.spchurchqc.org
Church Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 8:00-3:30 p.m.
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1501 30th Street, Rock Island, Il 61201-3797
No Subscription Charge to members and friends

SOUTH PARK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

VOLUME 24, ISSUE 5

TOUCHPOINTS (E28

- T o clap or not to clap; that is the question. At least it’s a question to

consider as we worship together on Sundays. The act of clapping in
church is a controversial one — some would clap for everything and
everyone, while others frown on the first sound of two hands meeting each

’
&e’\l‘
\S) cnes other. Here at South Park, we tend to clap only when the children sing, but not
(P for any other musical offering. The answer to this question is not clear-cut.

Let me tell you where I'm coming from. My approach comes from Sgren Kierkegarrd, a 19"
century Danish philosopher. He felt that the Danish citizens were entering church as though en-
tering a theater for a performance. In this way of thinking, the minister is the main actor, while
the musicians and other worship leaders are the supporting actors. The congregation then sees
themselves as the audience — spectators. Where is God in this picture? God becomes the invisible
prompter, neither seen nor heard but perhaps whispering lines to the “actors.”

Kierkegaard did not see this as an accurate comparison. He challenged the people to enter the
sanctuary thinking of themselves as the performers. The minister, worship leaders and musicians
are then the prompters who stand alongside the congregation, helping them to worship God more
fully. And the audience is...... ? God should be the only audience in worship. God becomes the
focus of our praise, our prayers, our thoughts, our listening, our singing. All that we hear and say
and do in worship are meant to help us to see God in different ways and to know God more fully.
Our speaking and singing become our response to the way we experience God in our lives.

If we are the performers in church, and God is the audience, who are we clapping for? Let our
clapping be a form of response to God and a way of praising God. If it feels like you are reward-
ing a performance by any musician or group, you might want to change the focus of your clap-
ping, or refrain from clapping.

Let us enter every worship service with open hearts, eager to meet the God who is already pre-
sent when we arrive. And let us place Christ at the center of all that we do together. What kind of
performance will you be giving as we join together in worship?

Pastor (Casey

P.S. T will be combining vacation and a week of study leave from May 30 — June 18 as I travel
with Friendship Force for home stays in St. Petersburg, Russia and Riga, Latvia. Our group will
end the trip with 3 days in Helsinki, Finland. Your Session has made arrangements for worship
leadership and pastoral care in my absence. May your summer begin in joy and delight.
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Covenant to Care - Thurs., June 1, we will

Next Touchpoints will be mailed on Thurs-
day, June 29. The deadline for articles to
be submitted is Sunday, June 18.

Church Services Schedule

(see enclosed June calendar for all events)

Church Office Hours: Mon.-Fri., 8:00-3:30

Sunday, May 28
@:00 Church School Ed. Center
10:00 One Worship Service and
recognition of Senior High School Graduates
Sunday, June 4 Communion
Educator Recognition Day
Parish Nurse
9:00 Church School Ed. Center
10:00 Worship Service and Sanctuary
recognition of Christian Educators

Sunday, June 11
9:00 Church School
10:00 Worship Sanctuary

Sunday. June 18 Blanket Offering Sunday

Churches United Food Pantry

Parish Nurse

@:00 Church School Ed. Center

10:00 One Worship Service Sanctuary
Service of hymns and praise

Touchpoints articles due

Sunday, June 25

Recycling
9:00 Church School Ed. Center
10:00 One Worship Service Sanctuary

Ten Rules for Getting Rid of the Blues
Go out and do something nice for
somebody else--and repeat it 9 times.

meet at Jesse & Lee Evan’s home at 7 p.m.
On Tues., June 20, at 7 p.m. we will meet
at Margaret Grossman’s. We continue to
study N.T. Wright’s book, “The Last Word”.
Please bring a Bible with you. Contact
Brenda Thompson, 788-7769, if you have
any questions about these two dates and
fimes.

Pulled Pork BBQ Supper - Thurs., June 1,
4-6:30 p.m., First Presbyterian Church,
1620 W. First St., Milan. Menu includes -
pulled pork BBQ sandwiches, potato salad,
coleslaw, baked beans, dessert, drinks.
Suggested donation - $7 for adults, $3 for
children under 12. Everyone welcome!

Circle of Virtue - The next meeting is
Tues., June 6, at 9:30 a.m., at Crooners.

Flea Market
Church Parking Lot
June 10, 2006
8a.m.-2p.m.
(Rain date - June 17, 2006)
Mark your calendars for this new event in
the life of our church! Come to shop, have
lunch, or assist with the sale. A few booths
are still available for rent at this time if you
are interested in selling your flea market
items. Contact a member of the Flea Mar-
ket Team. If you have any questions,
please contact Duane LaMere, 794-1450,
the Fitzpatricks, 794-0834, or the Igleharts,
788-6200. Be sure to come and help make
our Flea Market a success!!
The Team/Duane, Jan, Jack, Annette & Bus

Church Events Calendar
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Bedbugs

P
A Bedbugs are becoming
R R a problem again. They
l are wingless, brown,
S oval-shaped insects that
H are about a fourth of an
inch long. They nest in
mattresses, inside bed
frames, under floor-
boards and carpet, and
in cracks and crevices in furniture and walls. The
come out at night to feed on human blood. The
bugs don’t transmit diseases, but their bite may
cause red, itchy welts, often in clusters. Rarely
do the bites lead to a skin infection except
maybe after repeated scratching.

To avoid becoming bitten when traveling,
check bedsheets, mattresses and walls for rusty
or reddish-colored spots. Examine mattress
creases and along bedrails for bugs, molted
skin or excrement. Keep the luggage off the
floor.

If you're worried that your luggage has
been exposed to bedbugs, remember that ex-
posure to temperatures over F115 for more
than 15 minutes will kill the bugs as well as 2
days below zero temperatures. Depending on
the weather, you may be able to kill the bugs
by sealing your suitcase and its contents in a
black plastic bag and putting the bag outside
during cold weather or in the sun during warm
weather. Sometimes it does require a profes-
sional exterminator.

Have a safe and great vacation. Wear
sunscreen, sunglasses and plan ahead to sched-
ule physicals for school, sports or camps.

Joanne Stice, Parish Nurse

Trinity Enrichment Center - offers a sci-

Genesis Medical Center is looking for volun-
teers who would be willing to volunteer two to
four hours once or twice a month. We have
volunteer opportunities at both East and West
Campus. Please contact Sandy Hull at 421-
2186 or email at: hulls@genesishealth.com to
volunteer at the East or West locations.

ence and spirituality conference Jun 24-25.
Can science and spirituality be holistically
linked to promote health and well-being?
You will find out when the Trinity Center of-
fers Science and Spirituality: Connecting
Health and Healing, Jun 24-25, at the Trin-
ity at Terrace Park Campus in Bettendorf,
IA. The conference will bring together phy-
sicians and professionals from the Mayo
Clinic, Loyola and Harvard universities, plus
alternative health practitioners. All of them
are connecting the science of medicine with
the spiritual dynamics of alternative prac-
tices (e.g., the healing power of prayer) to
maximize health and healing. For more in-
formation or to register, call the Trinity En-
richment Center at (563) 441-1647 or go to
www.trinitygc.com/enrichment to view the
brochure and download a registration form.
Completed forms may be faxed to the En-
richment Center at (563) 359-8204.

Birdies for Charity - The John Deere Clas-
sic will be played July 10-16, 2006. We
are again using this Birdies for Charity to
raise funds for the Drop In Center at South
Park Presbyterian Church. This will help pay
for the salaries for the staff or some pro-
gram that they do this summer. The grand
prize is a 2006 Buick Lucerne. Other prizes
include two airline tickets, a John Deere
walk-behind mower, WaterPark car wash
26-week package and over 500 other
great prizes. As in the past, each pledge
for 1 cent will be for about $18-$20 and
you can put in up to ten (10) pledges. Last
year each pledge cost $21.24. Please join
me in support of the Drop In Center. This
way we can do our part to help keep these
students safe after school.

Book Club - We will meet on Sat.,

June 3, at 9:30 a.m., in the South Park
Church Library. We will read and dis-
cuss the novel Angry Housewives Eat
BonBons, author Lorna Landrick. Con-
tact Dorothy Meyer, 793-1323, if you
have any questions.

Sternwheelers - Bingo! Yes, June is that
time of year again when we get together
with our favorite Bingo Caller, Gary Hen-
dren, and have bingo and those marvelous
prizes. The prizes? Your wrapped white-
elephants, of coursel And remember, the
more we have, the longer we can play.
We will begin at 7:00 p.m., June 17,
in the Dining Room and end the evening
with fabulous homemade ice cream and
pie. Looking ahead, Jul. 15 is our picnic -
by the pool. Whose pool? Stay tuned.

Church World Service
Tools and
Blanket Offering - will
be collected on June 18.
Church World Service is
a cooperative ministry of
35 Protestant, Orthodox,
and Anglican denominations working for
60 years to provide sustainable self-help
and development, disaster relief, and
refugee assistance in 80 countries. In
2005, blankets, tents, and other emer-
gency shelter items were sent to 14 for-
eign countries and 21 states in the U.S. In
addition, tools (boats, seeds, hoes, wells,
water systems, efc.) were provided to al-
low people to rebuild shattered homes
and lives. Please give generously.

V.L.P. - will meet on Tuesday, at noon, June 27th,
for their monthly potluck in the Church Dining Room.
Everyone is invited to gather for good food, fellow-
ship and fun. Our program will be “Shoes for Or-
phan Souls” presented by Beth Bateman. Beth is the
daughter of Pam, our receptionist. Beth will be
speaking on the importance of Orphan Ministry, her
experiences in Romania and ways to get involved to
make a difference.

The host committee will be Lou Knapp, Maxine
Patterson, Frances Langston, and Mary Snowden.
Marilyn Sales will share devotions. LaNeva Birkel
will be our MC. Please bring a dish to share, your
own table service and a friend! Beverages are pro-
vided.

Anyone that is unable to attend the potluck is
welcome for the program at 12:45/1:00. Come,
and hear about Beth’s Mission Trip!!

VIP/Jan Fitzpatrick

Church Women United - Miranda Wells was se-
lected as “Outstanding Young Church Woman” of
South Park Church for this year. Although she was
unable to attend, Miranda was honored at the May
Friendship Day Celebration on May 4, 2006 by
Church Women United.

Presbyterian Women

One Great Hour of Sharing Report - Thanks to
the generosity of members and visitors alike, a total
of $2,118.14 was received in the One Great Hour
of Sharing offering during the Easter season. These
funds are distributed through the PC(USA) for disas-
ter assistance (hurricanes, tsunami), helping the poor
to start small cottage industries, and to alleviate
hunger in this country and in refugee camps and
drought-stricken areas around the world. Thanks for
your giving.

Giving is a joy if we do it in the right spirit. It all depends on whether
we think of it as “What can I spare? or “What can I share?”.

Esther York Burkholder




Birthday Candles - Someone’s hoarding a lot of
birthday candles this year and we hate to point
fingers, but...Murray Pople turns 70! You are in-
vited to a party on Sat., June 24, from 1:00-5:00
at Steepmeadows Party Room, 2nd Floor, 1337
21st Ave., Rock Island. Your presence is his gift.
Cheryl Pople, 786-2643

All Church Rummage Sale - Mark your calen-
dars....August 11th and 12th....do you have
things that you don’t know what to do with222 Col-
lect and save them to bring to the rummage sale.
Further information to follow at a later date. Ques-
tions, please call: The Team/Huntleys, 786-1205,
Fitzpatricks, 794-0834.

The Merger Exploration Committee (MEC) -
continues to grow in both knowledge and under-
standings. We met three times in May - the Tst, 9th
and 22nd. At previous meetings ground rules were
settled, and a vision statement was adopted. The
statement is: “To investigate the possibility of creat-
ing a new church and bring to the Sessions an under-
standing of what such an endeavor would involve.”
Much information about our two churches, Good
Shepherd and South Park, has been exchanged.
We are now following the outline, “How to Imple-
ment a Congregational Merger.” Copies of this
outline are in the church parlor along with an infor-
mative article, “Mergers and Turnarounds”. We
encourage all to pick up and read this information.

Please know that this exploration is not done with
a giant leap but rather with many small steps.
Whatever findings result from this effort, the proc-
ess will benefit both churches with new discoveries,
new ideas and new hopes. Your committee mem-
bers welcome your thoughts. Do talk with us - Kathy
Davis, Joanne Fritts, Patty Henneman, Mary Jones
and Duane LaMere.

Can Recycling - Please place your cans for recy-

cling in the church trailer which will be at the north

end of the parking lot. Thank you for your help.
PP&E

Purchase Order Reminder - If you are
responsible for signing purchase orders,
please sign them by Wednesday of the
week. Because of reduced summer hours in
the office, Pam Bateman, receptionist,
needs to process those orders by Wednes-
day.

Summer Church Office Hours - Begin-
ning June 1 and continuing through Sep-
tember 1, the church office will be open
from 8:00 a.m. through 3:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday, with the office closed for
lunch 30 minutes each day - usually be-
tween the time of 12:30-1:00 (lunch time
may vary each day depending on the
day’s schedule, so please check with the
office, 786-6466, before stopping by dur-
ing the lunch break).

Churches United - We thank you for
your $155 contribution. The staff and vol-
unteers that work with our ministries are
blessed to have the support of you and our
great community.

Enjoy our new radio show, Faith Talks,
every Saturday morning on AM 1270 from
9:30-10:00. We also invite you to join us
on Thur., June 1 for “Put a Smile on a Child”
from 5-7 p.m. at the Augustana PepsiCo
Center located at 1025 30th St. in Rock
Island. There will be games and crafts.
Each participant will receive a free meal.
The whole family will enjoy this free event
planned by the Churches United Family
Concerns Committee in honor of National
Stand for Children’s Day.

Thank you again for your continued
support of Churches United.

Melanie Jones, Financial Manager,
Churches United

Flea Market Sign - We say “thanks
a million” to Tony Vandercar for
creating and supplying the sign.

The Flea Market Team

Van Drivers - What a blessing you
are to this ministry of South Park
Church. You are so very much ap-
preciated. Thank you.

The Fellowship Committee

With Appreciation - It is really hard
to find words that tell you how much
we have appreciated the love you
have shown us. The cards, food, flow-
ers, gifts and promises of prayers
have been overwhelming. The first
chemo did not get the results they

cod B —

expected, so we are starting a new and
stronger one. We are needing your contin-
ved prayers. | miss being with you, but as
my four year old granddaughter says when
Bill and | leave, “You're with me in my
heart”.

Together with you in Christ’s love,

Bonnie & Bill Leatherman

With Many Thanks - | would like to thank
Casey, Joanne Stice, the deacons pastoral
care and all of you who have sent cards,
visited and prayed for my husband, Larry,
during his surgery and continued stay in
Rehab. God Bless all of you.

Ruth Bennett

Thank You - On behalf of the Dan Davis
family, we would like to extend our appre-
ciation to the South Park congregation for
all their cards and expressions of sympathy
at the passing of Dan’s sister, Sherrill Con-
dry. We feel blessed to have the support
of such a wonderful church family.

Dan, Kathy, Emily and Alison Davis

e— Congratulations

; Maxine Patterson is celebrating the
<‘_\§ birth of her new great-grandchild,
Camryn Jo Morse, born on April 26,
2006. The parents are Debbie &

Dave Morse of Yorkville, IL. Camryn was 8 Ibs.
and 20 in. long.

Memorial Service for LaVon Erickson - A me-

morial service and Witness to the Resurrection hon-
oring the memory of LaVon Erickson will be held
Saturday, June 24. There will be an opportunity
to greet the family in the Parlor at 9:30 a.m., with
the service beginning at 10:30, followed by a
luncheon in the Dining Room. LaVon was a faithful
member of the church from 1943 until her death on
April 24, having served several terms as Deacon.

Remembering Rev. Hal Finkbeiner, Jr. - We
received word that Rev. Finkbeiner died on May 3,
2006, in Caanan, New Hampshire. He was assis-
tant, and later associate pastor and director of
music here at South Park from 1961-1969. Ser-
vices were held at Cardigan Mountain School in
Caanan, NH, on May 14, 2006. He is survived by
his son, Andrew (Finkbeiner) Strong, and daughter,
Cynthia Agazadeh. You may send condolences to
his son, Andrew Finkbeiner, at the following ad-
dress: 1517 Post Ave., Rockford, IL 61103 and
memorials may be made in Rev. Finkbeiner’s name
to South Park Church.

5 ‘O Our Sympathies

//é{ and Prayers to. ..

...the family of Dan Davis upon the recent
death of his sister, Sherrill “Bunny”
Condry.

...the family and friends of Rev. Harold
Finkbeiner, Jr., who passed away on
May 3, 2006.

..family and friends of Arlys Ellingsworth,
who passed away on May 23, 2006.
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VBS

-Fiesial"  ForMm
June 19-23 (one per child)
6:15-8:15 pm

Name:
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Street Address:

Home Telephone: (__) -

City: State: ZIP:

Home E-mail Address:

Date of Birth:

Age:

Last School Grade Completed:

In Case of Emergency, Contact:

Mother:

Father:

Other:

Allergies or other Medical Conditions:

A
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Home Church:

Special Notation/Comments:
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Program Participation Age is 4 yrs. thru
completion of 5th grade
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High School Graduates

Emily Davis - Rock Island High School - Her future
educational plans are to attend the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, majoring in Film.

Sarah Hillman - Moline High School - She plans

on attending Western Illinois University, majoring
in Park & Recreation.

Brad Reed - Moline High School - His plans are to
attend Western Illinois University, majoring in
Forensic Sciences/Investigation.

‘Eric Schroder - Rock Island High School - His future
educational plans are to attend Iowa State University,
majoring in Biology.

Emily Stout

College Graduate
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FAMILY OF FAI‘EIyou remember the

Louise Oglevee Guild? Kay Pierceson
does. As a young adult she belonged. She be-
came a member of South Park Church in 1932
and remembers going to Rockford with the youth
of the church when she was in high school. Kay
and LeRoy were married here in 1940 and were
married for 57 years before his passing. Both
of their daughters, Sally and Karen, were bap-
tized at South Park.

LeRoy was in the Navy and served two
years at the Great Lakes Naval Base as a Mail-
man First Class. The family was lucky to be able
to live with him in Chicago during his service.
Later the couple were joint state presidents of
the Federation of Postal Clerks and Auxiliary.
During their term they traveled extensively. Kay
continues to travel some yet. Just two years ago
she and a cousin drove to Florida. She was the
driver and her cousin the navigator.

For 23 years Kay was the playroom
supervisor at the Foundation for Crippled Chil-
dren and Adults in Rock Island. Her daughter
Sally was attending therapy sessions there and
Kay would help out. They soon realized she was
a valuable help, and her years of employment
proved them correct. She spends time now do-
ing counted cross-stitch and playing bridge.

Kay’s daughter, Karen Collins, has five
sons and there are four great-grandchildren.
Kay’s grandson, Bill Myers, is a pastor at Faith
United Presbyterian Church in Monmouth, Illinois.
We all mourned with Kay at the death this year
of her other daughter, Sally.

South Park continues to know the pres-
ence of Kay. She is faithful at the early Wor-
ship Service, is an ordained Deacon, and attends
VIP, Sternwheelers, and Circle of Faith.

HIGHLIGHTS

of the May 15 Session Meeting
Held the annual joint meeting with the
Deacons, viewing and discussing the
video, “Boundaries — Power and Vul-
nerability.”
Voted to allow Pastor Casey to bap-
tize Brenna Lee Anderson, daughter
of Brandon and Brittney Anderson
and great granddaughter of Pat and
Carl Anderson.
Approved pastor Casey serving com-
munion at the October 18, 2006,
King’s Daughters state convention.
Voted to officially return the “Parish
Nurse Endowment Fund” to “Parish
Nurse Fund”.
Renewed the contract for Carol Bent-
sen as Bell Choir Director for 9/1/06
through 5/31/07.
Approved changes in the Building Use
Form and usage fees.
Heard worship and pulpit supply
plans for summer.
The Merger Exploration Committee
reported that Broadway and Gloria
Dei churches have agreed to partici-
pate in merger exploration conversa-
tions.
Received as members:

James Fisher by Reaffirmation of
Faith

DJ Hillman from Confirmation Class
by Affirmation of Faith.

Removed from membership:

Anne Kramer Ricchiuto, transfer to
Northminster Presbyterian, Indian-
apolis, IN.

Sharon Winters, transfer to Reynolds
United Methodist.

Jerry and Donna Schroeder, re-
moved at their request after join-
ing St. Pius X Church.

LaVon Erickson, died April 24, 2006.

Attention All Kids!!!

It’s that time of year again for you to prepare for

Vacation Bible School
at Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church

with South Park, Good Shepherd and Broadway Churches
heading up the fun during the week of:

June 19-23, 6:15 - 8:15 p.m.

This year’s theme is “Fiesta: Where Kids are Fired Up about Jesus!”
Children 4 years old to completion of Sth grade are welcome to attend.
6th grade and older are encouraged to volunteer as group or activity lead-
ers. Volunteers will be fed at 5:30 pm in the basement of Good Shepherd
and food preparers donating food are also sought.

Anyone wanting to volunteer may contact Chris Hong @ 787-0266 or
Kathy Davis @ 793-0364 for more information.

We hope you are able to attend this fun-filled week of activities so fill out
the registration form (pg. 6) and we’ll see you there!!



