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South Park Presbyterian Church 
1501 30th Street 
Rock Island, IL  61201-3797 VOLUME 24,  ISSUE 5  
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TTTT    o clap or not to clap; that is the question.  At least it’s a question to 
consider as we worship together on Sundays.  The act of clapping in 
church is a controversial one – some would clap for everything and 

everyone, while others frown on the first sound of two hands meeting each 
other.  Here at South Park, we tend to clap only when the children sing, but not 
for any other musical offering.  The answer to this question is not clear-cut. 

 Let me tell you where I’m coming from.  My approach comes from Søren Kierkegarrd, a 19th 
century Danish philosopher.  He felt that the Danish citizens were entering church as though en-
tering a theater for a performance.  In this way of thinking, the minister is the main actor, while 
the musicians and other worship leaders are the supporting actors.  The congregation then sees 
themselves as the audience – spectators.  Where is God in this picture?  God becomes the invisible 
prompter, neither seen nor heard but perhaps whispering lines to the “actors.” 
 Kierkegaard did not see this as an accurate comparison.  He challenged the people to enter the 
sanctuary thinking of themselves as the performers.  The minister, worship leaders and musicians 
are then the prompters who stand alongside the congregation, helping them to worship God more 
fully.  And the audience is……?  God should be the only audience in worship.  God becomes the 
focus of our praise, our prayers, our thoughts, our listening, our singing.  All that we hear and say 
and do in worship are meant to help us to see God in different ways and to know God more fully.  
Our speaking and singing become our response to the way we experience God in our lives. 
 If we are the performers in church, and God is the audience, who are we clapping for?  Let our 
clapping be a form of response to God and a way of praising God.  If it feels like you are reward-
ing a performance by any musician or group, you might want to change the focus of your clap-
ping, or refrain from clapping. 
 Let us enter every worship service with open hearts, eager to meet the God who is already pre-
sent when we arrive.  And let us place Christ at the center of all that we do together.  What kind of 
performance will you be giving as we join together in worship? 
                                ����������	
�
P.S.  I will be combining vacation and a week of study leave from May 30 – June 18 as I travel 
with Friendship Force for home stays in St. Petersburg, Russia and Riga, Latvia.  Our group will 
end the trip with 3 days in Helsinki, Finland.  Your Session has made arrangements for worship 
leadership and pastoral care in my absence.  May your summer begin in joy and delight. 
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Church Services Schedule 
(see enclosed June calendar for all events) 

Church Office Hours:  Mon.-Fri., 8:00-3:30 

Sunday, May 28  
9:00 Church School Ed. Center 
10:00 One Worship Service and  
   recognition of Senior High School Graduates 

Sunday, June 4 Communion 
Educator Recognition Day 
Parish Nurse 
9:00 Church School Ed. Center 
10:00 Worship Service and Sanctuary 
   recognition of Christian Educators 

Sunday, June 11  
9:00 Church School 
10:00 Worship Sanctuary 

Sunday, June 18 Blanket Offering Sunday 
Churches United Food Pantry 
Parish Nurse 
9:00 Church School Ed. Center 
10:00 One Worship Service Sanctuary 
   Service of hymns and praise 
"������	�����
�	���������

Sunday, June 25  
Recycling 
9:00 Church School Ed. Center 
10:00 One Worship Service Sanctuary 
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Sunday Attendance: 
  Apr 30 May 7 May 14 May 21  
 1st Serv. 44 48 45 49  
2nd Serv. 93 119 104 79  
 
 
Income: 
 Apr 30  $      3,687.46 
 May 7  $    10,748.98 
 May 14  $      4,241.26 
 May 21  $      1,883.00 
 May Food Pantry $         141.00 
 
 
Address Change: 
Eleanor Petersen 
Heartland Health Care 
Room 148 
Moline, IL 61265 
 
Murray & Cheryl Pople 
1337 21st Ave. 5D 
Rock Island, IL 61265 
(Same telephone # ) 
 
 
Deaths:  Sherrill “Bunny” Condry, Dan Davis’ sister, 
Rev. Harold Finkbeiner Jr., former associate pastor 
at South Park Church, Arlys Ellingsworth 
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Ten Rules for Getting Rid of the Blues 
Go out and do something nice for  

somebody else--and repeat it 9 times. 
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Giving is a joy if we do it in the right spirit.  It all depends on whether  
we think of it as “What can I spare?”or “What can I share?”.  
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            Our Sympathies Our Sympathies Our Sympathies Our Sympathies     
                               and Prayers to…                               and Prayers to…                               and Prayers to…                               and Prayers to…    

...the family of Dan Davis upon the recent 
death of his sister, Sherrill “Bunny” Sherrill “Bunny” Sherrill “Bunny” Sherrill “Bunny”     

    CondryCondryCondryCondry. 
...the family and friends of Rev. Harold Rev. Harold Rev. Harold Rev. Harold 

Finkbeiner, Jr.Finkbeiner, Jr.Finkbeiner, Jr.Finkbeiner, Jr., who passed away on  
   May 3, 2006. 
...family and friends of Arlys EllingsworthArlys EllingsworthArlys EllingsworthArlys Ellingsworth, 

who passed away on May 23, 2006. 
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	 	 Emily DavisEmily DavisEmily DavisEmily Davis - Rock Island High School - Her future 
   educational plans are to attend the University of  
   Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, majoring in Film. 

            Sarah HillmanSarah HillmanSarah HillmanSarah Hillman - Moline High School - She plans  
    on attending Western Illinois University, majoring 
    in Park & Recreation. 

        Brad ReedBrad ReedBrad ReedBrad Reed - Moline High School - His plans are to  
    attend Western Illinois University, majoring in  
    Forensic Sciences/Investigation. 

        Eric SchroderEric SchroderEric SchroderEric Schroder - Rock Island High School - His future  
    educational plans are to attend Iowa State University, 
    majoring in Biology.  
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Attention All Kids!!! 
It’s that time of year again for you to prepare for  

Vacation Bible School 
at Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church 

with South Park, Good Shepherd and Broadway Churches  
heading up the fun during the week of: 

June 19-23, 6:15 - 8:15 p.m.    
This year’s theme is “Fiesta: Where Kids are Fired Up about Jesus!”  
Children 4 years old to completion of 5th grade are welcome to attend.  
6th grade and older are encouraged to volunteer as group or activity lead-
ers.  Volunteers will be fed at 5:30 pm in the basement of Good Shepherd 
and food preparers donating food are also sought.   
 
Anyone wanting to volunteer may contact Chris Hong  @ 787-0266 or 
Kathy Davis @ 793-0364 for more information. 
We hope you are able to attend this fun-filled week of activities so fill out 
the registration form (pg. 6) and we’ll see you there!! 


