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The Cross should be raised at the center of the market-place as well as on the steeple 
of the church.  Jesus was not crucified in a cathedral between two candles, but on a 
cross between two thieves; on the town garbage heap; at a crossroads so cosmopoli-
tan that they had to write his title in Hebrew and in Latin and in Greek; at the kind of 
place where cynics talk smut, and thieves curse, and soldiers gamble.  Because that  
is where he died.  And this is what he died about.  And this is where (disciples)  
should be and what (discipleship) should be about. 

[from a sermon by the Rev. Dr. George MacLeod, founder 
of the Iona Community in Scotland in 1938] 

The celebration of the Resurrection at Easter is a special time for us.  It is the proclamation not 
only of Christ’s empty tomb, but also that of our own re-birth into forgiveness and new life 
through God’s grace.  At Easter, we fill our churches with flowers, sing joyful hymns, and shout 
to the whole world that Chr ist is Risen! – that He is alive in us and throughout the whole crea-
tion. 

And yet, once the lilies and the tulip petals drop, what difference does it all make?  Do we 
carry the certainty of the empty tomb with us in our daily lives?  Or, as Dr. MacLeod asserts, is 
our cross just in the sanctuary between two candles?  While there are laws banning crosses in 
public places, the cross of Christ should also be a real part of our everyday experiences.  In our 
daily encounters with others, believers and unbelievers alike, how do we demonstrate our aware-
ness of the incredible – and totally undeserved – forgiveness which God has freely and lovingly 
given.  How often do we ask ourselves, “Do I live in relationship with others in a manner which 
shows my amazement that even I  have been forgiven?”  

Elsewhere in this issue you will find several events that will help us to respond faithfully to 
this question as we move through the events of Lent and Holy Week into Easter Day and beyond.  
For our risen Lord challenges us to erect the cross not just in our churches, but in palaces and 
FEMA trailers, in market places and homeless shelters, on putting greens and garbage dumps, in 
cities, homes, farms, and hearts across the world.  May we be ever more faithful in declaring 
through all our lives that Christ came in order that in Him all might find abundant life. 

                      � � ������ � �	
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  Church Services Schedule 
(see enclosed Apr il calendar  for  all events) 

Church Office Hours:  Mon.-Fr i., 8:00-4:30 

Remember:  Turn your c loc ks forward one hour 
before going to bed on Saturday, April 1. 

Sunday, April 2 Communion Sunday 
Daylight Savings Time Begins 
Parish Nurse 
8:15 Worship  Sanc tuary 
9:30 Churc h Sc hool Ed . Center 
10:45 Worship  

Sunday, April 9 Palm Sunday 
8:15 Worship  Sanc tuary 
9:30 Churc h Sc hool Ed . Center 
10:45 Worship  
6:30-8:00 Confirmation Class 

Thursday, April 13 Maundy Thursday 
6:00 p .m.  Simp le Supper and  Holy Communion 
a round  tab les 

Friday, April 14 Good Friday 
8:30 a .m. Community Cross Wa lk (see pg . 3) 
7:00 Servic e of Light and  Darkness in the Chapel 
Sunday, April 16 Easter Sunday 
Churc hes United  Food  Pantry 
8:15 Worship  Sanc tuary 
9:30 Easter Breakfast 
10:45 Worship  Sanc tuary 
Touc hpoints a rtic les due 
Sunday, April 23  
Rec yc ling 
8:15 Worship  Sanc tuary 
9:30 Churc h Sc hool Ed . Center 
10:45 Worship  Sanc tuary 
6:30-8:00 Confirmation Class 
Sunday, April 30  
8:15 Worship  Sanc tuary 
9:30 Churc h Sc hool Ed . Center 
10:45 Worship  Sanc tuary 
1-3 Resurrec tion Walk  
(Community Event) (see pg . 3) 
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Sunday Attendanc e: 
  Feb 26 Mar 5 Mar 12 Mar 19 Mar 26 
 1st Serv. 40 36 41 38 57 
2nd  Serv. 82 63 105 80 98 
 
Ash Wednesday Servic e, Marc h 1 - 37 
 
Inc ome: 
 Feb 26  $      3,448.98 
 Mar 5  $      5,840.49 
 Mar 12  $      4,830.57 
 Mar 19  $      3,975.55 
 Mar. 26  $      3,160.00 
 Mar Food Pantry $         151.00 

 
Deaths:  Brother of Marilyn Kieffer 
 
Address Changes: 
James Neifing 
Bic kford  Cottage Ap t. 405 
4040 E 55th St. 
Davenport  IA  52807-2905 
Tel. No. (563)359-0330 
 
Margaret Mc Cauley 
Mill Pond  Hea lth Campus 
1014 Mill Pond  Lane 
Green Castle  IN  46135 
 
Aa ron & Christine Ferber (formerly Christine Morrison) 
555 W. Mad ison St. Ap t 602 
Chic ago  IL  60661 
 
Telephone Number Change: 
Jim & Helen Peak Delores Wiederkehr 
(309) 788-8821 (309) 912-1090 - home 
 (309) 912-1089 - c ell 
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You are invited  
to attend a live dramatization of  

Leonardo Da Vinci’s 
“The Last Supper”“The Last Supper”“The Last Supper”“The Last Supper”    

Sunday, April 9, 7:30 p.m. 
First Presbyterian Church 

2431 First Street 
Coal Valley 

(309) 799-3511 


