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           Easter 
It was still dark when Miriam 
 left the safety of the city walls and made her way to His grave. 
Most of us have walked this walk - me for my loved ones - you for yours, 
 and we can feel the heaviness of her spirit and the weight of her grief. 
She is walking to do the right thing and to obtain a little closure, 
 wondering perhaps:  who will roll away the stone? 

Most of us know about the stone 
 that keeps us from encountering the One who would set us free, and 
  some of us may be struggling to move it even now. 
She need not have worried because the stone had been moved when she arrived. 
He was gone, and she was frantic. 
 Not expecting a Resurrection (who would?) 
  she thought that His body had been stolen or simply left for the beasts. 
So..like most of us would do, she ran back to her friends and cried, “They’ve taken His body!”  
Cephas and John then raced to His tomb to see for themselves 
 because it took the witnessing of two MEN to confirm such things, 
 and sure enough, His tomb was empty, and what was more, 
  His burial clothes had been properly ordered and neatly folded. 
John believed, but Cephas wondered about the mystery of all that he had seen. 
For some people, believing is a first response, 
 while others are prone to think things through. 
Maybe they had moved His body; maybe they had stolen it; 
 Maybe He was not quite dead when they took Him off of His cross; 
  or maybe He had been Resurrected. 
Cephas pondered, John believed, Thomas would later doubt… and Miriam cried. 
She simply stood there and cried - as many of us have done. 
She was not given to theology, but simply to love, and 
 she cried to a stranger, “Please tell me where He is… 
  so that I can give Him the love and dignity He deserves.”  
                                                                     (cont. page 2 - Easter) 

   From the 
 Pastor’s Pen 

 

Return Servic e Req uested  
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Church Services Schedule 
(see enclosed Apr il calendar  for  all events) 

Church Office Hours:  Mon.-Fr i., 8:00-4:00 

 

Sunday, April 5 Palm Sunday 
Adult & Youth Choirs meet for rehearsa l every  
Sunday morning at 8:45 
Communion 
Parish Nurse 
9:00 Churc h Sc hool 
10:00 Worship  Servic e  Sanc tuary 
 

Wednesdays, April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
11:00 Mid -week Worship  Servic e  
 
 
Sunday, April 12 Easter 
6:27 Sunrise Servic e 
7:00 Easter Breakfast 
9:00 Churc h Sc hool  
10:00 Worship  Servic e  Sanc tuary 
 (No Jr. Churc h) 

Sunday, April 19  
Churc hes United  Food  Pantry 
Parish Nurse 
9:00 Churc h Sc hool  
10:00 Worship  Servic e Sanc tuary 
Touc hpoints Artic les Deadline 
 
 

Sunday, April 26  
Rec yc ling 
9:00 Churc h Sc hool  
10:00 Worship  Servic e Sanc tuary 
3-5 Spring Fling 
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Sunday Attendanc e: 
 Mar. 1 Mar. 8 Mar. 15 Mar. 22 
 94 101 115 125  
 
 
Inc ome: 
 Mar. 1  $     6,898.00 
 Mar. 8  $     3,759.00 
 Mar. 15  $     1.934.00 
 Mar. 22  $     4,385.00 
 Food Pantry $        347.00 
 
 
Marriages: 
Carlos Cantu and  Wendy Terronez 
 
Roy Adkisson and  Dorothy Ha ll 
 
Births: 
Mavic k James Sunken, son of  
Mic hael and  Rebec c a  Sunken 
 
Address Change: 
Harriett Rob ison  (This is a  tempora ry add ress 
c hange) 
Heartland  Hea lth Care Center 
833 16th Ave 
Moline, IL  61265 
 
Rev. Dr. Kenn and  Sherry Shedenhelm 
1826 41st St. 
Roc k Island , IL  61201 
 
Steve & CeCe Vanc e 
2713 34th St 
Roc k Island , IL  61201 
 
 
Deaths:  Eric  Strutz, Ruth Munc h, Vivian Fedder-
sen, Evelyn Roller Wilson 
 
 
 
 

Meal Site -  Thank you to those who p ro-
vided  food  and  helped  serve a t the Mea l 
Site on Wednesday, Marc h 18.  There will 
be a  sign up  sheet in the Parlor in April  if 
you would  like to help  p rovide food  for the 
Ap ril 15 Mea l Site. 
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(cont. from pg. 1 - Easter) 
 
It would’ve been the proper thing to do- 
treating the dead with respect- but 
 in the midst of her darkness,  
 in the depths of her grief  
  and brokenness, 
  when she had no hope whatsoever… 
      He revealed Himself to her! 
“Miriam.”   The stranger said “Miriam,”  and 
she recognized His voice at once. 
O Lord, she thought, you live… and she 
reached to give Him a hug… 
 But He said, “Mary, don’ t cling to me… 
  for I have things to do…and so  
   do you! 
Go and tell them, Mary… 
 Tell them that I live; 
 Tell them that I’m dancing on my grave; 
 Tell them that death is not the victor; 
 Tell them that they will live on  
  and on and on in Me; 
 Tell them that I am the Way; 
 Tell them that, because I live…  
  they will also live. 
Tell them, Mary, that the long night  
 is over… and that 
They will never have to live another day  
 without hope and purpose. 

Easter has come!  I  have Risen!   
Get out there and tell someone! 
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2009 
Graduation Recognition 

Information Form 
Attention Graduates 

On Sunday, May 17th we would like to recognize all High School, College 
and Trade school Graduates with a special service  

presentation and reception. 

Please complete the information below and return to 
the church office no later  than May 3rd.   

We would also like to obtain a photo of the graduate  
for display during this event.  Your photo will be returned. 

Graduate Name: ________________________________________________ 
 
Parent(s) Name(s): ______________________________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________________________________ 

(For Photo Return) 
 
High School/College/Trade school: 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Area(s) of Study/Major:  
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Activities/Involvement:  
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
 
Career/Future Plans: 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Will you be attending Service on Sunday, May 17th: __Yes __No ___Not sure?  
 
Picture Attached: ____Yes  ____No 

 

Spr ing Fling 
Sunday, April 26th 

3-5pm 
Celebrate Spring with  

family fun, games, activities, & more! 
 
 
 
 
 

Class of 2009 
Graduation Recognition 

May 17th  

(See Graduation Recognition information form on page 7) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vacation Bible School 
June 15th- June 19th 

6pm - 8pm 
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