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The Christian Education programs are on

summer break, but will resume in Sep-
tember.

And this is my prayer, that your love
may overflow more and more with
knowledge and full insight to help you
to determine what is best, so that in the
day of Christ you may be pure and
blameless, having produced the har-
vest of righteousness that comes
through Jesus Christ for the glory and
praise of God. Philippians 1:9-11

Hours: Monday - Friday, 8:00-3:30 p.m.

Telephone: 786-6466
Fax: 786-6470
Website: www.spchurchqc.org
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Cell No. (309) 716-9515

Church email:
virginiam@spchurchqc.org

Personal email:
vmurray 1 @sbcglobal.net
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Church email:
donnab@spchurchqc.org
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Church email:
pamb@spchurchqc.org
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STUDY LEAVE

“Not to promote war, but to preserve peace”
Elihu Root

_ As you know when you write a contract for a pastor it includes two weeks
From the of study leave and a sum of money to provide for tuition and other expenses
Pastor’s Pen [ for the study leave. This is true for Interim Pastor contracts as well as for

installed pastors.

Touchpoints is published monthly by South Park Presbyterian Church

1501 30th Street, Rock Island, Il 61201-3797
No Subscription Charge to members and friends

This year I had a unique opportunity to use one week of that time to attend a National Se-
curity Seminar at the U.S. Army War College in Carlisle, Pennsylvania as a guest. The War
College is required training for military officers at the rank of Colonel who expect to rise fur-
ther in the military ranks. Seventy percent of this year’s class has served in Iraq and twenty-
eight percent in Afghanistan.

Each year they invite a group of civilian guests to meet with these military officers to dia-
logue about national security issues, current policies and strategies. I was nominated for this
honor last year but could not attend so was invited to participate this year. I accepted thinking
that it would be a great opportunity to meet and talk with people of varying perspectives on the
issues of war and peace. I was not disappointed!

I spent a challenging week listening to and speaking with some of the finest minds in the
military arena. I came away quite convinced that our military (though not perfect) is populated
by thoughtful, intelligent and very well educated leaders.

The men and women who serve and protect are dedicated, hard-working, insightful, and in
many cases devout people, who want the same things for our nation that we want i.e. security,
opportunity to realize our potential and the possibility of peaceful coexistence with our
neighbors throughout the world.

The saying printed above, “Not to promote war but to preserve peace” appears on many of
their publications. I think that phrase more than adequately summarizes the primary goal of
our military. We are so satiated with the TV news emphasis on battles and death in the Middle
East that we miss the humanitarian side of our military’s efforts to bring justice, peace and
mercy to our world. Yes there are wars that must be fought but there is more, so much more to
the work of our Army, Navy, Marines and Air Force.

T'am glad to talk with any of you who would to hear more about this seminar.

Rev. Virginia Murray
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Church Services Schedule

(see enclosed June calendar for all events)
Church Office Hours: Mon.-Fri., 8:00-3:30

Sunday, July 1
Communion

10:00 Worship Service Sanctuary

Sunday, July 8
10:00 Joint Worship with congregation of Good

Shepherd at South Park Church

Sunday, July 15

Churches United Food Pantry

Parish Nurse

10:00 Jazz Worship Service with Josh Duffy

Sanctuary
Sunday, July 22 Sanctuary
Recycling
10:00 Worship Service

Touchpoints articles due

Sunday, July 29
10:30 Joint Worship Service at Good Shepherd

< * +- We will meet on Sat., July
14, at 9:30 a.m., in the church Library.
The book for the month is Grace Will
Lead Me Home by Katherine Valentine.
Call Dorothy Meyer, 793-1323, if you
have any questions.

$ - Covenant to Care will
begin a 3-part PBS series entitled, =2 < |
+* >, Bring your Bibles and join us on
® #4% . 77'0 Qat Donna &
Jerry Schroeder’s home. We will view and
discuss Part 1 - “Go Forth: From Creation to
Abraham”.

Best-selling author, Bruce Feiler, begins his
epic, ten thousand mile odyssey to explore
the greatest stories ever told, in the settings
where they actually occurred. He teams up
with experienced archaeologist, Avner
Goren.

On @6 #6:% . 17'0 Qwe will
gather at Margaret Grossman’s to view and
discuss Part 2 - “A Coat of Many Colors: The
Israelites in Egypt”.

?2 %) ' - There will not be
a meeting on Tues., July 3 (on vacation). The
next meeting will be on Tues., Aug. 7, at
6:30 p.m.

@A * ) - July
brings the second month with
five Sundays this year. Remem-
ber, we will help the Church of
Peace in Rock Island with the
Emergency Assistance Program
on each of the months with an
extra Sunday. Right now they
need toilet paper, so we will
make a tower of TP for them.
Woatch for it and bring on the
rolls. Church in Society

06 *.
7:00 C.E.

Qe *#1 =
6:30 Personnel 7
7:00 Outreach F

2 06 *#3
Office Closed
O 4 = Sunday Attendance:
7:00 Covenant to Care May 27 Jun3 Junl0 Jun 17
10:00 Service 135 102 106 At
Good Shepherd

)
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@6 *#5 Jun 24
4:00 WEM
6:30 JCVC at South Park Church
7:00 Worship/Music :

Q6 *# 67 3.231.00
3:30 Stewardship 5,353.48

2 0r %66 4,791.00 i

6:30 Church in Society 1.672.00

7:00 Evening Service at South Park 5.344.50

8 (9?e #f#zﬁ_ # 10649 June Food Pantry $ 137.50

10:00 PPE Pentecost Offering $ 550.00

06 *# 63
9:30 Book Club

2
.}mm

Betty Kramer
@6 * 6/ . ’ Friendship Manor

1:00 Prayer Shawl Ministry 1209 21st Ave. Apt. D105
O6 *#6: Rock Island, IL 61201 Rock Island, IL 61201

1:30 Finance No Phone Tel. No. (309)794-3395

7:30 Covenant to Care
2 0» #6;
5:00 Meal Site
Q6 .6
11:00 & 1:00 Ladies Day Out with a

Double Feature v , Thank you to those who provided
food and helped serve at the Meal Site on Wed.,

0-%.1 June 20. There will be a sign up sheet in the Par-
2%8 ?gi;g:ﬁ Good Shepherd Church lor in July if you would like to help provide food
Q6 *#.3 for the July 18 Meal Site.
12:00 VIP
O #./
7:00 Deacons
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P
A o Essential Tremors are the
R RIS R most common type of

| & ’ N tremor disorder that affects
s Qi E millions of Americans over
H R the age of 60. It is more

common than Parkinson’s
by Joanne Stice disease. The difference
between Essential Tremors
and Parkinson’s Disease are:
* #

) O Tremors from
Parkinson’s typically are most prominent when the
hands are at the sides or in the lap.

* $% %
$ O Tremors from Parkinson’s typically
affect your hands not your head or voice.
* A )

# ' 0 Parkinson’s is asso-
ciated with a variety of progressive neurological
problems, such as shuffling gait, slowed movements,
stooped posture, rigid limbs and others.

L ) * +
A !

0 Beta blockers such as pro-
pranolol (Inderol) and some anticonvulsants such as
primidone (Mysoline) or gabapentin (Neurontin),
may be helpful in controlling tremors.

Joanne Stice, Parish Nurse

* B Due to the loss of the Sternwheelers Group,
we need new volunteers to serve juice and cookies
to the congregation after worship in August. Cof-
fee is made by the Sexton. We suggest 2 people
per Sunday to provide approximately three dozen
cookies each plus a few crackers and juice to be
served following the service. | will be in the parlor
each Sunday in July if you could sign up for one of
the Sundays in August. | have the simple instruc-
tions to share or can answer any questions.

LaNeva Birkel, Fellowship Committee

FAMILY OF FAITH

Who doesn’t know the sweet, encour-
aging, beautiful music - <has
shared with us for many years2 Her voice
as a soloist and choir member has en-
hanced everyone who hears her in the
worship experience. Janis grew up on a
farm between Muscatine, lowa and lllinois
City, lllinois. Her parents and brothers still
live in that area. Janis moved to Rock Is-
land in 1987.

Janis worked until 2004 and since then
has been on a medical disability. Having
extra free time has enabled Janis to care
for a neighbor who was in her last year of
life. The extra time has also enabled Janis
to get closer to her two adult daughters.
Daughter Jennifer has just recently re-
turned to live at home with her two and
half year old little girl, Alexia. Janis en-
joys watching Alexia when Jennifer works.
Manda is Janis’ younger daughter.

Manda takes care of the families two cats,
Cuddles and Kelly. Even though she has
disabilities, Manda can care for herself,
too, and has shown real mothering to her
Cabbage Patch Doll, Dorie.

In service to South Park Church, Janis
has been on Worship and Music, Deacons,
Outreach, and Fellowship Committees.
She has been the church coordinator for
Via de Cristo in the Quad Cities area.
Janis helped with the tutoring program,
too. Her health makes it difficult to stay
with the responsibilities of a committee
member right now. She is staying busy
watching Alexia grow and learn, reading
spiritual books and listening to WDLM ra-
dio shows.

We all benefit from Janis’ gift of re-
vealing the Spirit of God in her music.

__00 0- We will meet on 06 *#.3%

%or the monthly potluck in the church
Dining Room. Everyoneis) * B

" *  director of “Winnie’s
Place” &

( * 9will present our program.
Winnie’s Place has been open since De-
cember 2006. Women with or without chil-
dren are welcome. The home is now at full
capacity with 10 families.

Serving as your hosts will be Eleanor
Schenebricker, Barbara Weber, Del &
Sallie Huntley. LaNeva Birkel will be MC
and provide group devotions.

0 Please bring your own table
service and a dish to share. Beverages will
be furnished.

Anyone that is unable to attend the
potluck is welcome for the program at
1 2:45/] :00. + !

# ) <B
VIP/Jan Fitzpatrick

2B@ =% > - Sat., July21,

we are planning a “Double Feature”. The

plans are as follows:

10:45 Arrive at church (Ed Center).

11:00 Showing the original “Jungle Book”
film.

12:15 Lunch - please bring a sack lunch.
Coffee or tea will be provided.

1:00  Showing the film “A Simple Twist of
Fate” with Steve Martin.
Mid film - Dessert provided.

Come for all or any part of the day.
Ring the bell at the door upon arrival and
we will come and let you in. All ladies and
guests are welcome. Any questions, call
LaNeva at 786-7406.

Fellowship Committee-Maxine & LaNeva

(sponsored by Session)

Proceeds for
the General Budget

Dick Yates, Team Leader
Jan Fitzpatrick, Helper
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& * " - As stated
in the Sternwheelers Annual Report, the CDs
would be divided between Heifer Project In-
ternational and Kemmerer Village when they
became due. Our remaining monies would be
gifted to South Park through the purchase of
Hearing Aid Units.

Kemmerer Village was given $536.12. In
a letter received from them they stated, “I
was saddened to hear of the disbanding of
Sternwheelers after 45 years of ministry at
South Park. Your contributions, Campbell soup
labels, gifts, thoughts and prayers have al-
ways been appreciated by everyone at Kem-
merer.” ! B R

+# 2 $
) <0

Heifer Project International was given
$703.24 (1 /2 of the CDs plus our Heifer
Piggy Bank). This amount would purchase
another Heifer, the third from Sternwheelers.

The remaining monies amounting to
$379.04 have been given to the church for
the Hearing Units. As of this tfime two new
Hearing Units have been purchased at the
cost of $224. We are proud to be able to
report these last mission gifts from Stern-
wheelers.

In His Spirit,

Don & Marilyn Sale, for all Sternwheelers

6 @ * - This
sale will be on Fri., July 13, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.,
and Sat., July 14, 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. ltems
to be for sale will be baby items, books, chil-
dren’s clothes, collectibles, house-wares, jew-
elry, seasonal items, tools, etc. The money will
be used for the Parish House Handicap Access
Project.

*<

On June 24 we had a congregational
meeting to hear a progress report from the
Joint Church Vision Community (JCVC) which
has worked for the last year and a half to
design a plan that will effectively bring South
Park church and Good Shepherd church to-
gether in one community of faith.

The JCVC members brought us up to date
on their work and entertained questions and
concerns from the congregation.

Not surprisingly, some folks expressed
sincere gratitude to the JCVC and encour-
aged them to continue the work on our behalf.
Others felt the process was moving too slowly.
Still others questioned the necessity for consid-
ering a merger at all.

The meeting allowed all participants to
express themselves in a frank and open dis-
cussion that was helpful to all.

We will have several more congrega-
tional and small group meetings plus at least
three more joint worship services to help you
prepare your hearts, minds and souls for the
ultimate vote on union that will take place in
October.

Incidentally, the reviews on our experi-
ence with joint worship on June 17 were over-
whelmingly positive! Rev. Virginia Murray

A

A ? & # ? - The First Day

C Fund is a drive to assure that
school supplies are available for
children whose families may not
be able to afford these items.
Donation of supplies (e.g., book bags, wide
ruled loose leafed paper, markers, etc.) can
be dropped off at:

#

W& s (18
* + $-t- /
53 0 )$" + Bt

Any monetary donations should be sent to
(please indicate for Rock Island):

1 2 3 # & " & $
4 5 %758 ' ¥ $9 9

If you have any questions, please call
Christine Elsberg at 788-3060.

(7 F
G@@ Another name to add to last
month’s list of graduates in Touch-

points is & ' 0 She graduated in May
from the Trinity School of Nursing.

< - This thank you comes very late
but it is straight from the heart. Thanks to all
who sent cards, called or stopped to visit. Spe-
cial thanks to Pastor Virginia, Joanne and the
Prayer Chain. Where would we be without
prayers - | for one never want to find out.
Thanks also for your concern for Don as he bat-
tled rheumatoid arthritis in his hands during the
same time.

God Bless you one and all, Marilyn Sale

, & * *
Thank you all for your donation to Christian
Care. Your gift gives hope to those who know
only hopelessness. Bless all of you.
The Staff at Christian Care

? #
5% <# + | | o
() # ()
V@ ) - ? #0 V@
Also, $ $ - there

aren’t enough thank you(s) for helping support
the idea of bringing peanut butter and us sup-
plying the bread for our “out-of-school for the
summer kids” that usually get a free breakfast,
and/or lunch at school. | know you have heard
of and read about a couple of churches that
picked up the idea of feeding kids free. The
drawback is getting the kids to and from these
sites. There are still so many kids “behind
closed doors” that are not getting the lunches.
Please continue to support the program.

Murray and | will still match a loaf of bread
for every jar of peanut butter. Here are the
stats: 61 jars of peanut butter and one jelly
for the month of June. | deliver the peanut but-
ter and bread on a per day basis. And they
greet me with, “Here comes South Park Presby-
terian Church.” The grins are priceless!

Murray and Cheryl Pople

- is excited to announce a
$30,000 grant award from Scott County Re-
gional Authority in support of 2 A* O
Winnie stands for 2 omen n eed, urtured nto

xcellence. 2 A *  provides emergency
temporary shelter for homeless women (with or
without children) while they gain the skills and
emotional growth necessary for successful inde-
pendence.

Also Churches United has received a $15,000
grant from Kraft-Oscar Mayer Division in sup-
port of our Hunger Ministry.

With the receipt of the grants and your con-
tinued support, together we are able to reach
out and touch the lives of those in need through-
out the Quad Cities area

Melanie Jones, Churches United

2 " # < -1 would like to thank eve-
ryone who said a prayer, sent a card, made a
phone call, and visited me in the hospital. | also
want to thank Pastor Virginia and Joanne for
their encouraging words and prayers. The
prayer shawl is such a meaningful mission and
receiving one is something so special. | am ask-
ing for your continued prayers because my re-
covery is much slower than | hoped for.

Shirley Suarez

< - so much for the care and concern
for our family on the recent death of our daugh-
ter, Kathleen. The cards and prayers mean so
much. A special thank you to Harriet and Vir-
ginia Plutz for all your help and to the women
who knit the prayer shawls and the children who
made Bryce a quilt. What a comfort the prayer
shawl is and reminder that others are praying

for us. Bob & Myrna Thompson
;3 wOur Deepest Sympathies to...
< the Kramer family upon the recent
’ death of Carl Kramer, Gary
Kramer’s uncle.




