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Personal Communication:  JCVC has requested that we publish these 
thoughts from Karen Beshears, a member of Good Shepherd Church. 

 
How Can I Become New? 

  by Karen Beshears 
  for the Joint Church Vision Community 

Exodus 3:14:  Moses asks for God’s name: “I AM; that is who I am.    
(Or I will be what I will be.)”    
Romans 12:3:  “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of 
God.” 

 Exodus tells us God is always changing or becoming something new … as the 
verb “will be” implies … and so are we.  This morning when I encountered a conversa-
tion, a prayer, a newscast, or a new idea, I changed.   Therefore I, and you, are always 
becoming something new. 
 Yet we often fear change.  Will we let fear stop us from creating a new church 
that will ensure a Presbyterian presence in Rock Island into the 22nd Century?  Do we 
fret over who will be the pastor or where we will worship?  If we believe that we are in 
God’s church and that we can be transformed Christians together, perhaps the pastors 
and the building (which I assure you WILL be included in the Plan for Union that you 
will vote on) don’t really matter. 
 Church leaders use the word transformation when talking about change, which 
brings us to the Romans passage.  Transformation is about being open to the new life 
that God intends for you.  It is about the willingness to trust God as you change by the 
power of God’s creative spirit.  This means different things to different people.  One 
JCVC member says, “I see a transformed church as one that is Christ-centered rather 
than  budget-centered.   What we lack in  treasure would  be made  up  by  the time and 
  (cont. on pg. 4 - How Can I Become New?) 
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Church Services Schedule 
(see enclosed August calendar for all events) 
Church Office Hours:  Mon.-Fri., 8:00-3:30 

 

 

Sunday, August 5  
Communion 
Parish Nurse 
10:00 Worship Service Sanctuary 
 
 
 

Sunday, August 12  
Blanket Sunday 
10:00 Joint Worship at South Park Church 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, August 19  
Churches United Food Pantry 
Parish Nurse 
10:00 Worship Service  Sanctuary 
 
 
 
Sunday, August 26 Sanctuary�
Recycling 
10:30 Joint Worship Service at Good Shepherd 
Touchpoints articles due�
 
 
 

Sunday, September 2  
Communion 
10:00 Worship Service Sanctuary�
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Looking Ahead:  Circle of Faith will meet on Mon., 
Sep. 10 due to holiday on Sep.3 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Attendance: 
  Jul 1 Jul 8 Jul 15 Jul 22 
              Joint Worship       
10:00 Service 130 263 165 112 
 
Wednesday Service Jul 11 Jul 18 Jul 25 
      40    20     35 
Income: 
 July 1  $      8,937.35 
 July 8  $      4,677.00 
 July 15  $      3,829.85 
 July 22  $      5,374.49 
 July Food Pantry $         127.00 
 
Address Change: 
Susie Flick 
129 W Forrest Hill Ave 
Peoria  IL  61604-1640 
 
Deaths:  Delores (Wiederkehr) Kirkwood 
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talents of the entire congregation instead of the few that do everything now.”  An-
other JCVC member says, “The church is God’s community, not ours.  The church 
of Jesus Christ belongs to no governing body, no pastor, no committee and no right 
way of thinking.  The church is nothing less than the redemptive body of Jesus 
Christ.”  Yet another sees transformation as “a large base of financial resources 
and individuals with more opportunities to expand our programs.  For example, we 
could have two or three services offering different worship experiences besides our 
traditional service.  We could have expanded facilities such as a gymnasium to of-
fer new programs particularly for our young people and for the after school pro-
gram.” 
 I feel the Holy Spirit moving us to transform into this new church that listens 
to the Holy Spirit and what Jesus wants us to do.  Too often we lament or long for 
the past instead of trying to build the future. 
 A symbol for transformation is the butterfly emerging from the chrysalis.  
When the time is right the caterpillar changes its skin and goes into a resting stage.  
It undergoes a remarkable transformation.  If we could peer inside the pupa and 
observe the process we would see the caterpillar’s body completely reorganize it-
self into a new structure.  When the time is right, the body of a butterfly emerges 
equipped to live a life quite different from a caterpillar.  Its wings unfold, and full 
of grace it flies into the light.  No longer bound by the limitations of its past, it is 
free to soar to new heights. Likewise, congregations can experience transforma-
tion.  When the time is right, new forms, new energies, a new spirit can break 
forth.  
 The tradition and history of Christ’s church is about change and growth.  Not 
change for change’s sake, but change for the purpose of the growth of Christ’s 
body, the church.  
 I challenge you to look at your heart, to pray for guidance from God, and 
dream about how our new church will transform you!  Like God, each of us is still 
becoming something new.  Our Creator says so!  Amen. 

Writer’s note:  The descriptions of transformation come from the 
PCUSA website, which states it more eloquently than can I.  Please 
talk to your JCVC representatives about the Plan for Union.  We 
want to hear from you. 
                         Karen Beshears, Good Shepherd 

        Our Deepest Sympathies to...        Our Deepest Sympathies to...        Our Deepest Sympathies to...        Our Deepest Sympathies to...    
...the family of Delores KirkwoodDelores KirkwoodDelores KirkwoodDelores Kirkwood 

upon her recent death. 

-cont. from pg. 1 How Can I Become New? 


