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South Park Presbyterian Church 
1501 30th Street 
Rock Island, IL  61201-3797 
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     Christmas Eve 
Christmas Eve is always a splendid time for Christians.  It is the night 
of our Savior’s birth – a night of celebration and joy.  Even folks who 
do not regularly attend church enjoy the festivity of welcoming Jesus 
into our hearts once again.  There is nothing to compare to that joyous 
experience of lifting our candles up high and letting the glorious music 
filled our heads and our souls. 

 
 Let’s make this year especially meaningful by preparing ourselves spiritually to 
participate in the ceremonies of this holy night.  Christmas is so much more than that 
one hour on the night before the birth.  As we move through Advent  we pray for the 
destruction of the powers of evil, for the righteousness and justice of God, for the 
dawning of God’s peace over all the nations.  Our Advent readings in Scripture express 
not merely expectation of Christ’s birth, which has already happened, but the coming 
of Christ again to rule, to judge and to save.   
 
 We cannot understand Jesus’ birth without first understanding this ultimate truth  
that he is Savior and Lord.  This foundational piece of our theology can get lost in the 
hectic preparations for Christmas.  And then we come to the manger unprepared.  As a 
result we regard Christmas as emphasizing the incarnation in a narrower sense than is 
appropriate to the full richness of Word made flesh and manifest in Jesus Christ. 
 
 This year let’s thoughtfully and prayerfully consider the promises of the prophets 
and let the story of Christmas come alive deep within our souls.  It is the night of our 
Savior’s birth.  It is also the night of anticipation for the consummation of all things in 
Christ at the end of time.         

                         Rev. Virginia Murray 

   From the 
 Pastor’s Pen 
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Church Services Schedule 
(see enclosed January calendar for all events) 

Church Office Hours:  Mon.-Fri., 8:00-4:30 

Sunday, January 6 Communion 
Parish Nurse 
9:00 Church School  
10:00 Worship Service  Sanctuary 
 

Sunday, January 13  
9:00 Church School  
10:00 Worship Service  Sanctuary 

 

Sunday, January 20  
Churches United Food Pantry 
Parish Nurse 
9:00 Church School  
10:00 Worship Service Sanctuary 
 
 

Sunday, January 27  
Recycling 
9:00 Church School  
10:00 Worship Service Sanctuary 

Annual Congregational Meeting following  
worship service 

Touchpoints articles due 
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Sunday Attendance: 
  Dec. 2 Dec. 9 Dec. 16  
10:00 Service 108  100 112  
 
Income: 
 Dec. 2  $      8,819.87 
 Dec. 9  $      3,941.60 
 Dec. 16  $      8,086.00 
 Dec Food Pantry $           85.00 
 
 
 
Address Changes: 
Yvonne Brumas Gary Logsdon 
1717 31st St 3992 Pagosa Ct. 
Rock Island, IL 61201 Loveland, CO 80538 
  
  
Marian Timm  
16329 Rt. 67  
Milan, IL 61264  
 
 
Address Correction: 
Rick Stevenson 
2842 7th Ave. 
Rock Island, IL 61201 
 
 
 
Deaths:  Marjorie Beasley  
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          Our Deepest Sympathies to…          Our Deepest Sympathies to…          Our Deepest Sympathies to…          Our Deepest Sympathies to…    
 ...the family of Marjorie Beasley Marjorie Beasley Marjorie Beasley Marjorie Beasley 
upon her recent death on November 29. 
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