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         The Joy of Giving 
Is sharing your resources with others a burden or a privilege?  Actually 
it is one of life’s greatest opportunities to show your love and concern 
for your church, your family, your community and your world.  I don’ t 
know as I have ever seen happier people than those I met in Mississippi 
who gave of their time and money to help folks after Hurricane 
Katrina.  The people who went on work trips to that area usually paid 
for their own travel and living expenses in addition to paying for build-

ing supplies for the work projects. They were not forced or coerced into doing that. 
They did it because of their heartfelt concern for suffering people.  And they smiled 
every minute as they wrote the checks because they knew they were doing the Lord’s 
work. 

  We will soon be into our annual stewardship season – the time of year when we 
decide what we can give from our personal treasure for the work of South Park Church.  
And it will be a joy to make that decision.  God has so abundantly poured out blessings 
upon us that we have more than enough to share. 
 
  Some folks have asked how our stewardship campaign fits with the possible 
merger of Good Shepherd and South Park churches. The answer is fairly straightfor-
ward - South Park will be thriving merger or no merger.  We are in the process of put-
ting together our annual budget and will have that information available for you in the 
coming weeks. 
 
  In the meantime let’s take stock of what God has done for us and consider what 
we want to return to him as a sign of our heartfelt gratitude. I read recently that Ameri-
cans respond, when asked, that they need about twice as much money as they are pres-
ently making.  If their salary is $30,000 Americans feel they really need $60,000.  If it 
is $50,000 they need $100,000.  In actuality we always have something to give - if not 
dollars, then time and talent, energy and enthusiasm, compassion and grace.  God has 
been incredibly gracious to us.  Let us respond likewise. 
 Rev. Virginia Murray 
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Church Services Schedule 
(see enclosed September  calendar  for  all events) 

Church Office Hours:  Mon.-Fr i., 8:00-4:30 
 

Sunday, September 2  
Communion 
Parish Nurse 
10:00 Worship  Servic e Sanc tuary 
 

Sunday, September 9  
Genesis Sunday 
10:00 Worship  Servic e Sanc tuary 
Ic e Cream Soc ia l fo llowing Worship  Servic e (Good 
Shepherd  will join us for the Ic e Cream Soc ia l a fter 
their c hurc h servic e) 
 

Sunday, September 16 
Churc hes United  Food  Pantry 
Parish Nurse 
9:00 Churc h Sc hool 
10:00 Worship  Servic e  Sanc tuary 
 

Sunday, September 23 �
Stewardship Sunday 
Rec yc ling 
9:00 Churc h Sc hool 
10:00 Worship  Servic e Sanc tuary 
Touc hpoints a rtic les due�
 

 

Sunday, September 30  
9:00 Churc h Sc hool 
10:00 Worship  Servic e Sanc tuary 
Family Pic nic  a fter servic e til 3 p .m. a t Linc oln Park 
Shelter (sma ll shelter)�
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Sunday Attendanc e: 
  Jul 29 Aug 5 Aug 12 Aug 19 
                                Joint Worship       
10:00 Service 106 118 246 Not  
     Rec orded  
  Aug 26 
   Joint Servic e at Good Shepherd 
 

Wednesday Servic e Aug 1 Aug 8 
      30     22 
 
Inc ome: 
 July 29  $      1,066.71 
 August 5  $      6,093.60 
 August 12  $    11,527.80 
 August 19  $    10,951.44 
 August 26  $      1,534.00 
 August Food Pantry $         173.50 
 
Blanket Sunday Offering $   711.00 
Rummage Sale    $3,552.66 
 
Wedding: 
Steve Vance and CeCe Castro 
 
Address Change: 
Elnora  Benson 
Friendship  Manor 
1209 21st Ave., Bldg. D, Ap t. 108 
Roc k Island , IL  61201 
(309) 794-4178 
 
 
Deaths:   
Ellsworth Buller 
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 I  am happy to accept the position of 
Director of Music at South Park Church.  
 Music is a very important part of our 
worship service and a key part of our spiri-
tual growth - we need you!  Please join us on 
Wed., Sep. 5, for our Musical Open House at 
7:30 p.m. that will highlight areas of music 
to be included in our worship services: 
 
 Adult Choir practiceAdult Choir practiceAdult Choir practiceAdult Choir practice        
  Wednesdays at 7:30 

 SingingSingingSingingSinging  
  Every Sunday with congregation 

 InstrumentsInstrumentsInstrumentsInstruments        
        Duets and groups 

 Song leadingSong leadingSong leadingSong leading  
  Every Sunday morning 

 Youth Choir practiceYouth Choir practiceYouth Choir practiceYouth Choir practice  
  Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 

 BellsBellsBellsBells  
  First rehearsal on Tues., Sep. 4  
  at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 Let’s have fun and celebrate the bless-
ings God has given us.  No need to be a pro-
fessional to be a part of our music ministry.  
We have a need for everyone - please join us!  

 There is a place for you!There is a place for you!There is a place for you!There is a place for you!    

                                                                                                                                God Bless, Kenn LoganKenn LoganKenn LoganKenn Logan    

        Our Deepest Sympathies to...        Our Deepest Sympathies to...        Our Deepest Sympathies to...        Our Deepest Sympathies to...    
...the family of Ellsworth BullerEllsworth BullerEllsworth BullerEllsworth Buller 

upon his recent death. 
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� Have you ever watched the pizza being made at Harris Pizza or another pizzeria 
of your choice?  How they take that fistful of raw dough, knead it, stretch it and spin it 
into a thin layer on which to spread a variety of ingredients of our choosing has always 
amazed me.  It always seems to come out OK with only an occasional patch; however, 
it remains quite fragile until placed in an oven and baked.   
 
  Looking back over the many JCVC meetings we’ve had, we’ve seen an emerging 
crust of trust develop, thin in spots and thick in others.  In this process, we have inten-
tionally delayed complex issues so that a base trust might develop before having the 
more difficult conversations on property, personnel and finance that now have begun.  
These are the mozzarella and tomato paste, the basic ingredients of our topping but it 
is the other ingredients when added such as sausage, pepperoni, mushrooms, olives, 
onions, spices, etc. that transform it into a unique creation.  And still, you don’t really 
know what it will be like until it is baked and you begin eating it.  Similarly, it is difficult 
to tell exactly what a new church will look like until put together and even then its char-
acter would evolve. 
 
  The JCVC has been in agreement from the beginning that an ordinary, run of the 
mill, same as it has always been cheese pizza variety church is not what is needed to 
turn the tide of decline and speak to the younger generations today.  Rather, we need 
to revive the church’s affirmation “Ecclesia reformata, semper reformanda,” that is, 
“The church reformed, always reforming,” as expressed in our constitution (G-2.0200).  
We, the JCVC, can not dictate change.  We need you!  We need you to willingly en-
gage in the difficult conversations with integrity, taking the risk to develop a trust that is 
more than skin deep and which might lead to transformative change.  Recently, I heard 
someone say, “Change is inevitable but growth is optional.”  Hopefully, we will choose 
to grow. 
 
  What does this mean for all of us, if our churches choose to join?  Hopefully, new 
and renewed energy, new opportunities for growth as individuals and as a church, new 
ways to worship and new ways to serve our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.   
 
  If we believe in God’s undying acceptance of us, we are given the permission to 
meet one another in acceptance and respect, knowing that even in disagreement there 
is a stronger bond not of our own making.  Therefore, we are freed to “go for it.” 


