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South Park Presbyterian Church 
1501 30th Street 
Rock Island, IL  61201-3797 VOLUME 24,  ISSUE 8  

AUGUST 31,  2006 TOUCHPOINTS 
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Church Services Schedule 
(see enclosed September calendar for all events) 

Church Office Hours:  Mon.-Fri., 8:00-4:30 

Sunday, September 3  
Parish Nurse 
9:00 Church School for Adults 
 Library & Fellowship Hall 
10:00 Worship Service  Sanctuary 

Sunday, September 10 Genesis Sunday 
Communion 
9:00 Church School for Children  Ed. Center 
 and for Adults Library & Fellowship Hall 
10:00 Worship Service  Sanctuary 
 and Ice Cream Social/Lunch following in  
 Dining Room 
 

Sunday, September 17  
Churches United Food Pantry 
Parish Nurse 
9:00 Church School for Children  Ed. Center 
  and for Adults Library & Fellowship Hall 
10:00 Worship Service Sanctuary 
Touchpoints articles due 
 

Sunday, September 24 Stewardship Sunday 
Recycling 
9:00 Church School for Children  Ed. Center 
 and for Adults Library & Fellowship Hall 
10:00 Worship Service Sanctuary 
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Sunday Attendance: 
  Jul 30 Aug 6 Aug 13 Aug 20 Aug 27 
10:00 Service 110 129 128 113 118 
 
 
Income: 
 Jul 30  $      1,800.00 
 Aug 6  $      8,369.00 
 Aug 13  $      3,487.50 (Regular Deposit 
   $      4,535.94 (Rummage Sale) 
 Aug 20  $      2,558.25 
 Aug 27  $      2,981.10 
 Aug Food Pantry $         158.50 
 
 
 
Address Correction: 
Jean Quayle 
Independence Village B115  
(this is same address but the word Independence 
had been incorrectly listed as Independent in  
directory) 
3655 N Alpine Rd 
Rockford IL  6114 
 
 
 
Deaths:  Elizabeth Lawhorn; Opal Barton; Anita 
McWade, Wayne McWade’s mother. 
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Flu and Pneumonia 
Shots Clinic 

at 
South Park Church 

Tuesday, October 24 
9:00 - 11:00 a.m. 
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Our Deepest Sympathies to…Our Deepest Sympathies to…Our Deepest Sympathies to…Our Deepest Sympathies to…    
 ...the friends and family of 

Elizabeth LawhornElizabeth LawhornElizabeth LawhornElizabeth Lawhorn (former South 
Park Church member) who recently 
passed away. 
 ...the family and friends of 
Opal Barton Opal Barton Opal Barton Opal Barton upon her recent death. 
 ...Wayne McWade and his 
family upon the recent death of his 
mother, Anita McWade.Anita McWade.Anita McWade.Anita McWade.    
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IIII     have just returned from my continuing education week at one of my 
favorite places of refreshment and rejuvenation – Ghost Ranch in 

northern New Mexico.  The Ranch in a national conference center in two 
locations – Santa Fe and further north in Abiquiu.  If you are familiar with the work of artist 
Georgia O’Keefe, you have seen her rendition of the beautiful desert skies and red ochre cliff 
landscapes.  The ranch lands were donated to the Presbyterian Church in 1955 by the Pack fam-
ily after running it as a dude ranch for several years. 

While the Santa Fe site is great, I prefer the great outdoors of the Ranch.  It has often been 
called “The Magic Place.”  A variety of seminars are scheduled throughout the year on religion, 
spirituality, health & wholeness, language, music and writing.  A vast variety of art workshops 
are also offered.  Dinosaur fossils have been found on site, and are displayed in a museum, 
along with artifacts from the prehistoric peoples who populated the region.  This is a family 
place, where children are welcome and cared for while their parents attend workshops.  Hiking 
and horseback riding are also available. 

Another term many use to describe the Ranch is “A Thin Place.”  Thin places are where people 
experience God more deeply, places where the invisible curtain between God and humanity 
thins to a sheer veil and we have a closer experience of God’s presence.  This is why I keep 
returning – to be refreshed by God’s close presence –both through the people I meet and 
through the vast spaces and colors of God’s creation. 

Where do you go to have a closer experience of God’s presence?  Where are your “Thin 
Places?”  They may be as close as across the room or down the road, or as far away as across 
the country.  I hope that you have found them and that you visit them often.  For we all need to 
have those close experiences of the Divine if we are to stay focused on our calling as God’s 
people and remain faithful in our mission to “Go, and make disciples of all nations.” 

As this new church year begins, may we all be invigorated by God’s presence so that together 
we become God’s ever-more joyful people. 

                             ����������	
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