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 I’m writing this in the warmth of mid-April, as every tree, bush 
and flower are straining to emerge from their winter’s rest.  I like them 
all, because they remind me of God’s most wonderful gift to us – the 
life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 But I must confess that I have a favorite tree in the spring.  It is 
the redbud, a tree I first discovered when our family moved to Oklahoma, my husband’s 
home state, many years ago.  You see, redbuds don’t grow in northern North Dakota 
where I grew up.  Thus, when I discovered the following description by Walter Wangerin, 
I was able to link together the beauty of the redbud, spring’s new life, Christ’s resurrec-
tion, and my northern Plains heritage. 

 The redbud tree is a haze of softer violet, almost as if the air itself were lightly stroked 
and blushing.  The redbud is beautiful.  In her there is no violence or pride, although she 
is royal.  The redbud is the clemency of God.  So who stroked the air to make her red?  
God.  Who breathed modesty into a tree?  God. 

 The Lakota Sioux of the northern Plains believed that the buffalo cow, when she 
calves, exhales a fine red dust. Huh!  She bellows, and a red cloud blows from her mouth; 
and this is the labor and this is the loveliness of birthing.  So God says Huh!  in the spring 
of the year, and softly the redbud appears like smoke on the forest air. 

pp. 80-81, Measuring the Days, by Walter Wangerin, Jr. 

 God continues to breathe over us and through us, offering us life and energy to con-
tinue to share the good news of Christ’s amazing love and forgiveness.  So often we look 
for the big events – the Pow!  – instead of the Spirit’s gentle breath that hovers over us 
like the redbud’s smoke on the forest air.  My prayer for all of us is that we inhale the 
breath of the Holy Spirit and allow it to lead us and guide us bravely into the future God 
desires for us, both as individuals and as a congregation. 

                             � � ������ � �	
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Church Services Schedule 
(see enclosed May calendar for all events) 

Church Office Hours:  Mon.-Fri., 8:00-4:30 

Sunday, May 7 Communion Sunday 
Parish Nurse 
8:15 Worship  Sanc tuary 
  and  Rec ep tion of Confirmands as New Members 
9:30 Churc h Sc hool Ed . Center 
10:45 Worship  
 

Sunday, May 14 Mother’s Day 
8:15 Worship  Sanc tuary 
9:30 Churc h Sc hool Ed . Center 
10:45 Worship  
Touc hpoints a rtic les due 
 

Sunday, May 21 Wills Emphasis Sunday 
Churc hes United  Food  Pantry 
8:15 Worship  Sanc tuary 
9:30 Churc h Sc hool 
10:45 Worship  Sanc tuary 
1-4 BHYC youth and  adults Join Hands Day  
   a t South Park Churc h 
5:30 Churc h Potluc k and  Hymn Sing-a -Long 

Sunday, May 28  
Rec yc ling 
9:00 Churc h Sc hool Ed . Center 
10:00 One Worship  Servic e Sanc tuary 
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Sunday Attendance: 
  Apr 2 Apr 9 Apr 16 Apr 23  
 1st Serv. 38 70 76 53  
2nd  Serv. 70 112 159 88  
Maundy Thursday Servic e, April 13 - 45 
Good Friday Servic e, April 14 - 38 
 
Income: 
 Apr 2  $      8,780.76 
 Apr 9  $      6,511.30 
 Apr 16  $      6,067.87 
 Apr 23  $      2,350.41 
 Apr Food Pantry $         155.00 
 
New Members: 
Mr. Robert Conklin Mr. & Mrs. Bob  & Joyc e Cross 
2717 20th Ave. 607 40th St. 
Roc k Island , IL 61201 Roc k Island , IL 61201 
(309)794-0304 (309)786-7589 
 
Jim Fisher Mr. Matthew Garrison  
2906 27th Ave. 6 Hillc rest Ct. 
Roc k Island , IL 61201 Roc k Island , IL 61201 
(309)786-7698 (309)788-5520 
 
Julia  Franklin DJ Hillman 
2363 41st St. 2002 15th St A 
Roc k Island , IL 61201 Moline, IL 61265 
(309)786-2329 (309)764-0478 
 
Cla ire Vanderc ar Jordan Wagener 
17227 40th Ave. Ct. N 2411 21st Ave. 
East Moline, IL 61244 Roc k Island , IL 61201 
(309)496-3017 (309)794-0879 
 
Tyler Wagener 
2411 21st Ave. 
Roc k Island , IL 61201 
(309)794-0879 
 
Address Change: 
Heather L. Todd  
325 Oak Creek Dr. # 109 
Wheeling, IL 60090   Phone: (847)409-2993 
 
Death:  LaVon Erickson�
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It is possible to give without loving, but it is impossible to love without giving.  
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            Our Sympathies Our Sympathies Our Sympathies Our Sympathies     
                               and Prayers to…                               and Prayers to…                               and Prayers to…                               and Prayers to…    

...the family and friends of LaVon EricksonLaVon EricksonLaVon EricksonLaVon Erickson, 
upon her recent death. 
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� If you do not receive a letter from the 
church, please contact the church office 
at 786-6466.  Graduates will be pub-
lished in the next Touchpoints and recog-
nized during the one worship service on 
May 28 at 10:00 a.m..  (Biographies and 
pictures are needed back in the office 
by May 1.) 
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� Please contact the church office with 
the name of the college graduate, the col-
lege, and degree earned so that we can 
publish the Class of 2006 list in the next 
Touchpoints issue.   
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Attention All Kids!!! 
It’s that time of year again for you to prepare for  

Vacation Bible School 
with South Park, Good Shepherd and Broadway Churches  

heading up the fun during the week of: 

June 19-23, 6:15 - 8:15 p.m.    
This year’s theme is “Fiesta: Where Kids are Fired Up about Jesus!”  
Children 4 years old to completion of 5th grade are welcome to attend.  
6th grade and older are encouraged to volunteer as group or activity lead-
ers.  Volunteers will be fed at 5:30 pm in the basement of Good Shepherd 
and food preparers donating food are also sought.   
 
Anyone wanting to volunteer may contact Chris Hong  @ 787-0266 or 
Kathy Davis @ 793-0364 for more information. 
We hope you are able to attend this fun-filled week of activities so fill out 
the registration form (pg. 6) and we’ll see you there!! 
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