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Purpose of this Session

To familiarize EE Providers with
the process for correlating and/or
modifying their instructional

materials and programs so that
they “support” California’s
Education and the Environment
Initiative (EEI).




Agenda

California’s Environmental Principles
and Concepts

Status of EEI Curriculum Development

Discuss the Concept of “Supporting”
the EEI

Auditing Instructional Materials
Summary and Closing







Environmental Principles and Concepts
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The environmental principles examine the interactions
and interdependence of human societies and natural
systems.

Human
Social
Systems

Natural
Systems




Environmental Principles and Concepts

(Page 14 in Model Curriculum Plan)

People depend on natural systems — food, forest products and the
water purification that occurs in wetlands.

. People influence natural systems — dams that control water flow.

. Natural systems change in ways that people benefit from and can
Influence — nutrients deposited on farmlands by rivers during
flooding.

. There are no permanent or impermeable boundaries that prevent
matter from flowing between systems — fertilizers and pesticides
used on lawns that enter the groundwater and affect drinking
water.

. Decisions affecting resources and natural systems are complex
and involve many factors — numerous stakeholders as well as
economic, legal and political factors that are considered Iin
making decisions. 6




The ultimate goal of EEI
IS to bring a curriculum,
Incorporating California's

Environmental Principles
and Concepts,
to every student in the state.




Objectives of the Model Curriculum %% =
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Teaches standards to mastery.
Can be easily implemented by teachers.
Does not place an extra burden on teachers.

Offers teachers an alternative strategy to
teach the content of their subject matter.

Makes use of and works well with adopted
Instructional materials.

Is cost-effective and fits with established
assessment practices.




Instructional Planning Process

Academic Content
Standard

Lesson

: A ment
(Instruction) SSESSIME




CURRICULUM
UPDATE
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Learning Objectives

 The number of units to be developed has
been reduced. Some units will address two
or more standards. This will expedite the

curriculum development phase of the EEI
project.

 Refer to revised List of Learning Objectives.




Curriculum Units
Developed So Far

Kindergarten — The World Around Me

Kindergarten — A Day in My Life 3.c.

First Grade — Open Wide! Look Inside! 1.2.d

Second Grade — Cycle of Life 22.a&2.2b

Second Grade — The Earth Rocks 2.3.a&23b

Second Grade — Field to Table 2.4.1

Fifth Grade — Changing States , Water, 5.3.b
Natural Systems, & Human Communities

Sixth Grade — Paleolithic People 6.1.2

Sixth Grade — Ag Adv in Ancient Civilizations 6.2.2

Sixth Grade — Energy, Pass It On! 6.5.Cc




Key Elements of the Instructional Units

California Education and the Environment Initiative
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