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Hidden Questior Coordinator Communications:
Congratulations to Pam Brusic¢" and ' Grade Jiminy Cricket
Science Teacher at Davis School in Newport-Mesgl EnV|r0nmentaI|ty Cha”enge
Unified School District who won the Hidden i
Question for the February issue. Thanks as well t
Arnold Shugarman, Reginald Durant, Gina O’'Dowd,

and Cheri Miller who also participated and received TS past month | had the pleasure of visiting thfee
appreciation gifts. Ciosing ine tooo: 5" grade classes who are participating in the

.......... Jiminy Cricket Environmentality Challenge Clas
PrOJect Competition:
Andrea Kelly’s class at Aliso Viejo Christian
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The prize this month is
Closing the Loop The lessons

focus on becoming aware of naturf): School
resources and uncgllerstanding \ Karen Mattson’s class at McPherson Magnet
School

alternatives to burying waste
through reducing, reusing, and

recycling, thereby conserving natural resources and
extgndir?g the Iifeyof Iandfills.g By usirg@TL | was amazed at the wonderful work | saw! The

teachers and nonformal educators can address students (and teachers!) have been working very
California’s Content Standards through an hard on their projects in which they have been gble
environmental context. This document’s Principal| | t© learn California Content Standards through a
Writer was Olga Clymire, who is also the CREEC environmental context and have benefited their
Coordinator in Region 2, and produced by Califormia COmmunities at the same time.

Integrated Waste Management Board. Itis

- Julia Shepherd’s class at Lampson Elementary

-

i f~ f fantastic h - The portfolios, which are created by the students
g(():{ir\\/ﬁ)trigse gr?d in?g?mpaatigoens. of fantastic hands-on to showcase their projects, are due Martiarid
Embedded within the text of this newsletter is a | | Judging will occur soon after. Good Luck! But

hidden question. To win, follow the instructions in| | "egardless of whether the students are recognized
the question. Once you have an answer, be the firgtStatéwide, they are all winners because they haye
to contact Helen afidelaMaza@ocde.usr learned about the natural world in their
714-838-8990. People who respond but are not th¢ communities and are eager to share their
first to do so will receive an appreciation gift. knowledge with others.

Good Luck! L

Stay tuned thecome involved next ye: - Helei¥

Inside This Issue This nevsletter is a monthly publication of the Califor

1 Hidden Question Regional Environmental Education Community (CREEC)

1 Coordinator Communications: Jiminy Cricket Network in Orange County. The CREEC Network is
Environmentality Challenge administered by the California Department of Ediarat
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6 Provider Perspectives Department of Educationisside the Outdoogs

7 Exciting Environmental / Science Education (http://www.insidetheoutdos.orc).

Events: Highlights

Information is compiled from a variety of sourc
including NSTA Express, EE-NEWS@NAAEE, CREEC,
For more local events, training opportunities: Information Exchange for Marine Educators, Energeni

. i Project Learning Tree, GLEF Edutopia News, CABAP,
http://www.creec.org/regionob/ CFAITC, Volunteer Center OCand others




Training Time!
(Opportunities listed here may be appropriate feadhers,
EE Providers, or other Educators. Visit the OC-ERE
website and previous newsletters for other oppdiéisn)

Newport Naturalists Monthly Meeting:

“Plant Pollination and the Critters that Make

it All Happen” by Bob Allen

March 1, 2007; 7:00 PM

Location: Muth Interpretive Center (2301
University Drive, Newport Beach, CA 92660)
Information: 949-923-2290

The presentation is highly educational as well g
thoroughly entertaining. Bob is an entomologis
botanist, college instructor, author, and wildlife
photographer. Bob is the lead author of the
forthcoming text Flowering Plants of Orange
County and the Santa Ana Mountains.

Discovery Science Center:
Free Teacher’'s Open Houses
From 4:30 — 6:30 PM

March 5, 2007:Electricity, Circuits, Magnetism

TACO BELL

COVERY

DS
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April 2, 2007: Sun & Weather, Convection Current$

|

This educational event includes a guided exhib
tour and a hands-on science workshop. This y
the workshops focus on science content that w
facilitate an understanding of the concepts
addressed on thé"§rade science test and most
commonly misunderstood science concepts.

Pali Institute Outdoor Education Open House
for Teachers, Principals, and Science
Educators ;
Reservation Deadline: March 16, 200 Ries ,)
Event: March 23 — 25, 2007 e
Contact Raena Stein for details
at 818-774-2189 ext. 57 or RSVP online at:
http://www.paliinstitute.com

'

You are invited for a weekend to learn more abput

science, outdoor, and experiential education
curriculum, challenge yourself on high and low

ropes course elements, explore the night sky wjth

our astronomy telescopes, and reenergize your|
in 74 acres of majestic beauty in the San
Bernardino Mountains. Lodging/meals are free

The mission of Pali Institute is to introduce
experiential education to young people by
providing progressive learning experiences that
extend far beyond classroom walls. Through o
innovative curriculum and professional staff,
students will experience the thrill of touching,
seeing and learning about the world around the,
At Pali Institute, we bring textbooks to life.
continued on page 3
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Great Grants & Cool Contests

Red, White & Green Climate Change Grants
Available for Youth Projects

Deadline: March 9, 2007
http://www.ysa.org/awards/award_grant.cfm#n
wavailable

Youth Service America and the Civil Society
Institute have announced the second round of
Red, White & Green Climate Change Grant. T
opportunity offers $500 to young people and to
organizations that engage young people betwe
the ages of 15 and 25. Applicants are expecte

develop and implement a service-learning proje¢

about climate change that engages their
community, policy makers, and candidates
running for election in 2007 and 2008. The
program welcomes projects where youth work
partnership with adults (parents, coaches,
teachers, youth leaders, etc.), but the projects
should be youth-led and must take place betwsg
May 1 and October 31, 2007. Selected grantes
will share the outcomes and next steps of their
service projects with each other and with clima
change experts, and present their
\'recommendations to high-level policy makers.

American Museum of Natural History’s

Young Naturalist Awards

Eligibility: Students in Grades 7 — 12

Entry Deadline: April 1, 2007
http://www.amnh.org/nationalcenter/youngnatu
listawards/

Plan and conduct your own scientific expeditiof
one that will provide original data, questions, al
observations on a topic in the natural sciences
Your expedition should provide you with a new
understanding about the question you
investigated. Tell about your expedition in an
essay that includes artwork and/or photograph;
that help to illustrate your findings. Twelve
winners, two from each grade, will be chosen.

alf1(oshiyama Awards for Exemplary Service
Deadline: April 2, 2007
http://www.hitachifoundation.org/yoshiyama/ing
x.html or call 202-457-0588
Sponsored by The Hitachi Foundation. This
honors up to 10 high school seniors for their
community service. Students can be nominate
by someone familiar with their service (e.qg.,
clergy, school official, teacher, service agency
representative). Those selected will be awarde
-up to $5,000 each over 2 years.
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continued on page 4




Training Time! continued from page 2

Association for Environmental and Outdoor
Education Statewide Conference:

Connecting with Community

Dates: April 27 — 29, 2007

Location: Sierra Outdoor School in Sonora, CA
Early Registration Deadline: March 23, 2007
Cost: $140 + $15 AEOE membership
(scholarships are available)
http://www.aeoe.org

Join environmental, outdoor and museum
educators, interpreters, and teachers from all o
California at this professional development
conference. Registration includes two nights
lodging, five meals, speakers, entertainment, a
choice of over 70 workshops, and more! The
keynote is nationally recognized speaker, authg
consultant and actor, Dr. Cortés, who is widely
regarded as one of the founders of the
multicultural education movement in California.
Building on his personal experience growing up
as a person of mixed ancestry, Dr. Cortés will
share his insights on how to best connect with
California’s multicultural student populations.

Adult Wildlife Research Camps at Starr Ranch
Information: http://www.starr-ranch.orgr call
949-858-0309.

Reservations 949-858-0131

Audubon California's Starr Ranch Sanctuary in
southeast Orange County invites you to our
overnight research camps for adults. Join staff
biologists for a peaceful weekend at the beautif

4,000-acre Ranch and experience nature handg

as a wildlife researcher.

7 PM, May 18 through 12 PM, May 20, 2007:
Birds of a Rare Californian Habitat (Coastal
Sage Scrub)

Cost $100/bunkhouse; $90/camping (breakfas
and Saturday dinner provided).

Participants will learn how ornithologists study
birds by gaining experience in point counts, spd
mapping, call playback, and bird banding.

9 AM, June 2 through 12 PM, June 3, 2007:
Wildlife of Oak Woodlands

Cost $80/bunkhouse; $75/camping (Saturday
dinner and Sunday breakfast provided).
Participants will use field ecology techniques to
survey the diverse animals found in a woodlang
interior as well as along its boundary with a
grassland habitat. Animals studied will include
reptiles, amphibians, invertebrates, nocturnal

M

\

wildlife and small mammals.

Nature Knowledge Workshog

Sponsored by the Natural Science Section of {
Sierra Club-Angeles Chapter

Location: A streamside camp in the San
Bernardino Mountains near Barton Flats.
Date: June 15-17, 200,/Friday evening through
Sunday afternoon.

Cost $138 members/ $158 non-members
Reservation Deadline: June 1, 2007
Registration Information:
http://angeles.sierraclub.org/nss/outings.htm
The Natural Science Section of the Sierra Clu
Angeles Chapter invites you to join them

for an educational weekend of fun and discovery
in an outdoor natural setting. Learn about the
wonders that surround you from naturalists wh
share their expertise in bird and mammal
identification, ecology, geology, entomology,
bats, botany and a variety of other subjects. Co
includes two-night lodging in cabins, six mealq,
workshops, and three slow-paced hikes.
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Education & Agriculture Together:
FREE Summer Workshops

June 25 — June 28, 2007 or

July 30 — August 2, 2007
Information: Kelly at 559-707-8823 or
Kelly@eatfdn.orgWeb: http://www.eatfdn.org
Two workshops will be offered in the central
San Joaquin Valley area just south of Fresno.
This is a hands-on “be a farmer for 72 hours”
experience you will never forget. You will alsg
pack your trunk with grade-level appropriate
curriculum to use in your standards-based les
plans on a wide variety of subjects.
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Renewable Energy for Educators - How to
Implement Renewable Energy Education into
Your Classroom vy
Dates:June 26-29, 2007 N
Location: Carbondale, Colorado %
http://www.solarenergy.org/workshops/works
p.php?id=44

Educators attending this 4-day workshop will
learn about the impacts that our energy use has
on the planet and how to best teach youth abqut
solutions such as energy conservation, energ
efficiency, and renewable energy technologies.
Each day will include a hands-on element tha
can be employed in the classroom. In addition,
participants will walk away with practical and
technical knowledge that they can apply in thejr
own lives. This workshop is designed to meet
the 5th -9th grade Colorado Science Standd@ls.

he
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Great Grants & Cool Contests

continued from page 2

CA Depertment of Education Funding:
California Instructional School Garden
Deadline: April 20, 2007

Notification Date: May 16, 2007
http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fo/profile.asp?id=96
Required Eligibility Criteria: ONLY school
districts, county offices of education and
charter schools (direct-funded only may appl
locally funded charter schools must apply
through their school district) may apply for th
non-competitive grants on behalf of school
sites. School site personnel must coordinate
with their school district, charter school, or
county office of education to apply for fundin
Funding Description: The California
Instructional School Garden
Program promotes, creates, and
supports instructional school gard
Two differentnon-competitive grant®
$2,500 - $5,000 are available to support
garden-based education: Equipment and
Supplies Grants; Professional Development
Grants.

California Energy Commission's Energy
Calendar Art Contest

Entry Deadline: April 20, 2007
http://www.energyquest.ca.gov/art_gallery/2(
8contest/index.html

Students in grades 3-8 have the opportunity
draw or paint their way to recognition and
prizes in the California Energy Commission’s
Energy Calendar Art Contest. Twelve
illustrations displaying visions of the ways
energy will improve our lives and the
environment will be selected for inclusion in
the Commission’s Energy 2008 calendar. In
addition to seeing their art displaying
throughout the year in the popular calendar,
12 winning artists will each be awarded a $24

U.S. Savings Bond. Their teachers will receive

cash awards to purchase educational materi
for their classrooms. All participating studen
who submit pictures will receive a California
Energy Commission certificate of participatio
and other prizes.
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Hidden Questior

Deadline: Soon

http://www.creec.org/region9b/

For the hidden question, go to the website listeq
above and then click on “For Teachers” or “For
Providers.” Then click on “Workshops and
Classes” or “Conferences and Symposia.” Find
two events you may be interested in attending.
Email HdelaMaza@ocde.)ysr call Helen at
714-838-8990 and identify the two events and
why they are of interest to you. The first educat
to do this will receive the curriculum Closing thg
Loop. Other participants will receive an
appreciation prize.

Gloria Barron Prize for Young Heroes
Deadline: April 30, 2007
http://www.barronprize.org/

The Barron Prize honors young people betweet
the ages of 8 and 18 who have shown leadersh
and courage in public service to people and ouf
planet. Each year, ten national winners each
receive $2,000 to support their service work or
higher education.

Lowe’s Outdoor Classroom Grant Program
Deadline: Ongoing
http://www.lowes.com/lowes/Ikn?action=pg&p=
boutLowes/outdoor/applyl.html

Lowe’s Charitable and Educational Foundation,
International Paper afdational Geographic
Explorer! classroom magazine have partnered t
create an outdoor classroom grant program to
provide schools with additional resources to
improve their science curriculum by engaging
students in hands-on experiences outside the
traditional classroom. All K-12 public schools
are welcome to apply. L

Volunteer Naturalists Sought

Volunteers are wanted to teach
prescribed short (one- or two- hou
programs one or two days a wegk
at various venues around the
county such as: Sea & Sage
Audubon, various County Park
Oak Canyon Nature Center, \
Santiago Park in Santa Ana and
others. Please contact Don Thomas
fordonkay@yahoo.corif you are interested in
volunteering your time. &
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Rad Resources & Important Information &

Californi a Department of Education: Update

- On the 2007 CST there will be no questions o
the number of planets or Pluto’s redesignation 4
dwarf planet
- Science and Mathematics Literature List Upda
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/sc/ll/index.asp

- Parent Handbook for Science:
http://www.cde.ca.qgov/ls/pf/pf/documents/scien
book.doc

- 2006 STAR Released Test Questions:
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/css05rtg.asp

California Department of Water Resources:

Water Facts & Fun: Free resources for teachers:

http://www.publicaffairs.water.ca.gov/education
atalog.cfm

California Integrated Waste Management
Board: Office of Education and the
Environment
http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/schools
The Board's Office of Education and the
Environment (OEE) provides standards-based
K-12 curriculum and assistance for schools and
districts. The OEE works with local agencies to
promote waste management education in local
schools and informal settings, such as science
centers and museums. The Board's Office of
Local Assistance assists school districts in
developing waste reduction programs and
addressing other solid waste management nee
g create and sustain

arden Network California school gardens t
enhance academic achievement, a healthy
lifestyle, environmental stewardship and
community and social development.
Gardens for Learning - Creating and Sustaining
Your School Garden
This is a comprehensive guidebook that provide
strong foundation to support the growing schoo
garden movement. It was developed by a tean
experienced garden educators, nutritionists, sta
officials, and other garden experts. This
guidebook is a must-have resource for anyone

looking to enhance learning through the use of
gardens in schools and other community setting

o http://www.csgn.org/
Cd]l[[}[ﬂld S[h[][]l The Network's mission is tq

California teachers can request a free copy of tl
guidebook. It can also be downloaded for free
anyone from the website.
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http://www.csgn.org/publications.php

y| For ongoing school programs, remember to

The Commission on No Child Left Behin
unveiled its recommendations on February 14
http://www.edutopia.org/1806

EJ Magazine

http://www.ejmagazine.com/
Published by the Knight Center =%
for Environmental Journalism at :
Michigan State University,
EJ Magazines a student-produce?

magazine about environmental issues in the U.
EJ Magazineeceived the first-place 2006 Mark

of Excellence Award from the Society of
Professional Journalists for Best Student
Magazine.

Participate in a Survey and Win a Prize!
Englishhttp://www.surveymonkey.com/s.asp?l
=359273229697
Espanokhttp://www.surveymonkey.com/s.asp?
=344613252368

Technical Education Research Center (TERC
and NOAA's National Estuarine Research
Reserve System (NERRS) are developing
teaching and professional development mater
about estuaries, watersheds, and related
concepts. Teachers and informal educators ar
invited to help by sharing thoughts and opinior
about teaching these topics in an anonymous,
online, needs assessment survey. All
respondents get online access to curriculum
materials and are eligible for a raffle for
memberships and educational materials donat
by some fabulous professional organizations.

h=o\ (ard GEOLOGY
%C o \ﬂ Y,

http://education.usgs.gov/schoolyard

Students learn better when they have the chan¢

to see real examples of earth science concept
Urban schoolyards full of asphalt may seem
unlikely field trip destinations, but this USGS
website helps teachers introduce everything fr
volcanoes to glaciers as students try to unlock
the history of the ground beneath their feet. T
website includes: lesson plans, images,
background reading, and downloadable
Powerpoint and PDF presentations.

check out CREEC'’s Online Resource
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Directory at http://www.creec.orq/reqion9b/$




Provider Perspectives
This section of the newsletter is specifically for naturalists, dosentterpreters, and any other staff
of Environmental Education and Science Education Providers.

Five Star Restoration Grants w‘f"’\"’? SN AL AL A
Deadline: March 9, 2007 Sf e B 2 B A B af e B af e R
http://www.epa.gov/owow/wetlands/restore/5star; AR AN A N AN S
This grant program brings community groups together to provide environmental edwratitraining
through projects that restore wetlands and streams. The program providasgehgiants, technical
support, and opportunities for information exchange to enable community-basedicesfomécts.
Funding average is $10,000 per project.

Spirit of Volunteerism 2007 Awards Luncheon

Luncheon Date April 19, 2007; 11:30 AM — 1:30 PM

Location: Hyatt Regency, Irvine

Luncheon Cost:$50/person

Nomination Deadline: March 14, 2007non-competitive process!)
Information: Valerie Troup aspirit@volunteercenter.org
http://legacy.volunteercenter.org/sov2007/Public/NominationLetter.asp

Volunteer Center Orange County and The Orange County Register invite iyomittate your outstanding
volunteersfor the 2007 Spirit of Volunteerism awards luncheon. For 31 years, Spirit of Voluntémssm
provided anoncompetitive recognitiomplatform for the county’s most deserving volunteers from nonprg
organizations, school districts, municipal and county agencies and local business8giriThe
Volunteerism awards luncheon is a wonderful opportunity to honor and thank your volunteers for thg
contributions to our community.

Youth Investment Program 2007 Grants

Deadline: March 16, 2007
http://www.stewardshipcouncil.org/youth_investment/guidelines_and_applicatiGwhp

The online application for the Catalyst Grants Round 1 is now open. Catalyst geanteraded to nurture
small grassroots organizations providing youth programming and are capped at.$10,000

NOAA Sea Grant Training; Project Design and Evaluation Training

Who: EE Providers, Education Program Developers, Educatnrs

When: October 10 - 11, 2007, 8:00 AM — 4:30 PM ' :

Where: University of Southern California Sea Grant Progra V NOAA Coastal Services Center
3616 Trousdale Pkwy. AHF 209, L.A. 90089 -

Cost $30 registration including 2 lunches

Registration: Lynn Whitley atlwhitley@.usc.edcall 213-740-1964
http://www.csc.noaa.gov/cms/cls/project_design.html

This 2-day course provides coastal resource management extension and educatsonaisfesth the
knowledge, skills, and tools to design and implement projects that have measurable anphet
audience they want to reach. This interactive curriculum can help you indreaféettiveness of your
projects by applying valid instructional design theory to their design.

Applied Environmental Education Program Evaluation ~ Online Course throwgh University of
Wisconsin— Stevens Point

June 11 - August 24, 2007 _oBeptember 10 - December 7, 2007

Registration: Angela Lemar af\ngela.Lemar@uwsp.edu

http://www.uwsp.edu/natres/rwilke/eetap/

11-week online course designed to assist environmental educators and naturee rgedessionals in
evaluating their education programs. (I — Helen — have taken this — it's a fabuloae cd@oholarships ar
available; contact Rainey Kreisr&treis@uwsp.edu

Orange County CREEC Updates
- Online Calendar: Please post your events! Gohibp://www.creec.org/region9fand click on
“Calendar” to enter your upcoming events in the Orange County CREEC calendar. L

fit




Exciting Environmental & Science Education Events!

For Ongoing School Programs, visit tH*Resource
Directory” at http://www.creec.org/region9b/

Visit the “Calendar” section of the website for atn
Public Program Opportunities.

California Native Plant Society - San Diego
Spring Plant Sale at Tree of Life Nursery
(33201 Ortega Hwy. SJC, 92675)

March 3, 2007; 9:00 AM — 4:00 PM
http://www.cnpssd.org/plantsale.html
11:00 AM: Talk — “Backyard Habitats with
Native Plants” by Connie Beck

The Santa Ana Zoo is Going “Choo Choo”
for its 55™ Birthday Bash!
http://www.santaanazoo.org

Info: Kristy Banks at 714-953-8555 x 12.
Cost: $6/adult, $3/child or senior. Zoo
Members are free.

Date: March 3, 2007; 10:00 AM — 2:00 PM.
The party will feature:

- Model trains - Live entertainment

- Arts and crafts - Animal Presentations

OC Natural History Lecture Series:
“Tidewater Gobies of Southern California
Coastal Lagoons” by Camm Swift.

March 14, 7:00 — 9:00 PM(zoo gates open at
6:30 PM)

Location: Santa Ana Zoo

Information : 714-647-6575

Laguna Coast Wilderness Park’s

James and Rosemary Nix Nature Center
Beginning March 17, the Nature Center will
be open daily from 9:00 AM — 4:00 PM.
Location: 18751 Laguna Canyon Road
Parking: $3.00

For information: 949-855-7275 (PARK) or
visit http://www.lagunacanyon.orgr
http://www.ocparks.com

The Nix Nature Center will be the gateway fo
recreational users to explore a vast network
linked trails throughout the 6,600-acre Lagun
Coast Wilderness park, as well as Crystal Cq
State Park and City of Irvine Open Space
Preserve South. The realigned section of
Laguna Canyon Road provides under crossif
for park visitors and wildlife and direct acces;
to Orange County’s
only natural lake,
Barbara’s Lake.

=

Nature's Notes Campfire Program & Camp

Out at Chino Hills State Park

March 24 through Sunday, March 25, 2007
Information: Melanie: 909-606-0801 or
melanies@chinohillsstatepark.org
Websitehttp://www.chinohillsstatepark.org/To [l
o/events/natures-notes.htm

Campfire Details

Cost: Free. $4 Park entrance fee per vehicle.
Location: Rolling M Ranch in Chino Hills State
Park (accessed via the Chino Hills entrance).
Time: March 24, 8:00 PM - 9:00 PM

Event Description: Irvine Ranch Land Reserve
Trust Naturalist Evelyn Brown will provide
expertise on native birds. She’ll even test your
ability to distinguish bird calls!

Registration: Pre-registration is not required.

Camp Out Details

Cost: $10 per person. This covers overnight
camping fees, hot apple cider and popcorn befg
the Campfire, and coffee and a nature hike in th
morning. $4 Park entrance fee per vehicle.
Location: Group Campground at the Equestrian

Staging area in the State Park also accessed via

the Chino Hills entrance.

Time: The Camp Out will begin immediately
after the Campfire Program. We encourage
campers to come early (before 4 PM) to set up
camp before dark. The Camp Out will end on
Sunday, March 25 around 11 AM.

Event Description: The Camp Out is a fundraisgr

for the Interpretive Association. Guests will can
in the Park on Saturday listening to the sounds

night, and participate in a nature hike on Sundaly.

Registration: You must register and pre-pay for
your campsite to be reserved.

The Wetlands Projectoffered

by the Orange Coast Community

College Theater Department

Information: Rick Golson at

714-432-5640 ext.6 or email:
rgolson@occ.cccd.edu

In the summer of 2006 the theater

department developed an informational play ab
California coastal wetlands. It is a fifteen-minut
theater piece for children, with an additional
question and answer session and informational
displays. They will be offering FREE
performances for local schools and groups.
Contact Rick Golson to request a performanag/
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