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October 2007 Region 8 Serves San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Ventura and Kern Counties

-
EE Success Stories

Local Good News....... Ventura County will now have its own CREEC Coordinator!!!

The Ventura County Resource Conservation District (VCRCD) in conjunction with the CREEC Network is
able to hire Mary Maranville to do the networking it takes to coordinate efforts in Ventura County. Mary
has an extensive background in marketing and in networking. She helped found the Trees of Ojai group and
resides in upper Ojai. Please offer your warm welcome to Mary at the RCD office. Her phone number is
805-746-0606 and her email address is mary.maranville@vcrcd.org

- Environment Initiative

EE Provider Workshops offered this Fall in Region 8

In order to inform Environmental Education Providers about the new and up-in-coming EEI Curriculum in
the State of California and how they can “support EEI,” workshops will be held this fall at each County
Office of Education through the CREEC Network. Please RSVP directly to Teresa Lees, Region 8 CREEC

Coordinator at tlees@slocoe.org or call 805-782-7265 to let me know if you can attend.

San Luis Obispo County Office of Education — Wednesday, October 24", 3:00pm - 5pm
3350 Education Drive, San Luis Obispo (At the main building off Highway One across from Cuesta College.
Go into main entrance and then down the hallway to the Training Room 124.)

Ventura County Office of Education — Wednesday, November 7%, 3:00pm - 5:00pm
5100 Adolfo Road, Camarillo Conference and Education Services Center (In the new building, one street
behind the VCOE building on Verdugo Way off the Santa Rosa Road exit on Highway 101. The computer
lab is to the left of the front information desk)

Santa Barbara County Office of Education - Friday, November 30", 3:00pm - 5:00pm
4400 Cathedral Oaks Road, Santa Barbara (Take Turnpike exit going East from Highway 101. Park in the
lower lot and then ask receptionist which workshop room we will be located in.)

Kern County Superintendent of Schools Office — Monday, December 10", 3:00pm — 5:00pm
2020 K Street, Bakersfield (Highway 99 to 24th Street. Follow down to L Street and then to 20th Street.
You can turn into the parking structure from there or continue to the corner of K Street, turn right and
park in front of the building. The workshop room will be in one of the 2 computer labs located in The
Learning Center.)

-
EE Resources

National EE Week — April 13 — 19, 2008

National Environmental Education (EE) Week is the single largest organized environmental
education event in the United States. It increases the educational impact of Earth Day by creating a
full week of environmentally-themed lessons and activities in K-12 classrooms, nature centers,
zoos, museums, and aquariums. They have a fantastic library of curriculum resources (energy,
Climate change, school garden) to avail yourself of at:

http://eeweek.org/resources/curricula library.htm
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Oceans LIVE Portal

The National Geographic Society and National Oceanic & Atmospheric
Administration have released a series of lesson plans and educational
videos about mankind's relationship with water. Features 12 lesson plans
covering everything ocean -related, including land formations, volcanoes,
marine life, underwater habitats, maritime cultures, and even shipwrecks.
Each lesson plan comes with a short online video that explores one of
NOAA's national marine sanctuaries. Best suited for science, geography, and history K-8 teachers,
the multimedia lesson plans meet national standards for science education, geography, and ocean
literacy. www.oceanslive.org/portal/

Operated by the nm Program
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{]EFE:JEHI;}; F« ition & Traiming Serving meteorologists since 1989
Watersheds: Connecting Weather to the Environment
The National EE Foundation, in partnership with the Cooperative Program for Operational
Meteorology, Education and Training, has released the first in a series of online courses relating
weather to the environment. Check out the course at www.meted.ucar.edu
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Journey North engages students in a global study of wildlife migration and seasonal change.
Students track the coming of spring through the migration patterns of monarch butterflies, robins,
hummingbirds, whooping cranes, gray whales, bald eagles and other birds and mammals. Widely
considered a best-practices model for education, Journey North is the nations’ premiere “citizen

science” project for children. For more information, visit Www.learner.org/jnorth

California School Garden Network

Looking for resources to build or expand your school garden? In

addition to the gardening resources found in the CREEC Network

Resource Directory, the CSGN has great material to help you. For
Al more information, visit www.csgn.org

The School Garden Week is October 20 — 26, 2007 and for more ideas on how to celebrate go to:

http://www.csgn.org/page.php?id=97

Education and the Environment Initiative (EEI) Post  ed Units

The CREEC Network is working with the Office of Education and the Environment at the CA
Integrated Waste Management Board to provide teacher support in the school district selected for
field testing. Public review is available on the draft units. Currently the first grade unit on the kinds
of teeth that animals have to help them adapt is available to download. It is called: “Open Wide,
Look Inside!” Check www.calepa.ca.gov/education/eei _ for posted units.

More EE Resources can be found on the CREEC 8 Website in the “Resource Directory” as
well as the “For Teachers” or “For Providers” link.
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-

Trainings & Workshops

Solar Schools Workshops
The National Energy Education Development (NEED) Program provides teacher workshops with support
from PG&E. If your school is in the PG&E service area, then teachers can apply to attend these workshops
thereby receiving lots of free science equipment and curriculum. On Saturday, October 6™ the workshop
was held in Santa Maria to over 40 participants. The next Workshop is Saturday, October 13" in Santa
Cruz. To view the schedule and to register for ; ; i [

these workshops visit:
www.need.org/pgesolarschools/ssc.htm i

Besides teacher trainings, PG&E also offers Bright Idea Grants, Solar Installations, Solar Schools Blog and
PG&E Solar Schools View, which is an online data monitoring system. To view these opportunities go to:
www.pge.com/solarschools/

Permaculture Design Course at Quail Springs with Darren Doherty
DATES: October 15-27, 2007 www.quailsprings.org/

COST: EARLY REGISTRATION DISCOUNTS FOR PAYMENTS RECEIVED IN FULL - $1200 by August
15th ; $1350 by September 15th

$1450 for payment after September 15" with a $400 non-refundable deposit and balance due by Oct 8th
Payment plans and Barter considered on case-by-case basis. Work-trade in kitchen during the course is
available for those not seeking certification.

CONTACT: Kolmi Majumdar info@quailsprings.org OR 805-886-7239

EcoNest workshops at Quail Springs — November 5 - 11

The beginning stages of the EcoNest will involve workshops in which builders, home owners, or other
interested folks will work with the EcoNest team in a series of two workshops that give the participant a
solid foundation in understanding this unique system of sustainable building. The Timberframe Workshop is
scheduled for November 5-11. The Clay/Straw Building Training is November 12-17. Cost is TBA. If you
would like to be on an initial interest contact list, please email info@quailsprings.org.

More Trainings & Workshops can be found on the CREEC 8 Website in the “For Teachers”
link.

-

Community Events

Rideshare Week in SLO and Santa Barbara

October 15 - 19, 2007 Rideshare Week is one way to
encourage people to try vanpooling, carpooling, bicycling,
walking or taking the bus to work, as well as developing
flexible schedules including working from home and

reducing a trip all together. "With over three quarters of
commuters in our region driving alone, this campaign is
intended to reduce the number of cars on the road,” stated
Lisa Quinn, Program Coordinator for SLO Regional Rideshare.

For more information about Rideshare Week in San Luis Obispo County visit
http://rideshare.org/cm/about/rideshareweek.html or call 805-541-2277.

For more information about Rideshare Week in Santa Barbara County visit Community Environmental
Council's website at: www. trafficsolutions.info/rideshare.htm
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Foundation for Applied Biodynamics Workshop — Cal Poly Sustainable Agriculture Resource
Consortium co-hosts with the Continuing Education Program

October 26" and 27"

SARC will be co-hosting a class at the end of October: “Foundation for Applied Biodynamics”

Biodynamic agriculture is one of the earliest forms of organic agriculture, dating from the 1920’s. It involves
an understanding of the farm as a living ‘organism’, specialized compost preparations and teas, and planting
calendars based on planetary rhythms. Recently, biodynamics has been the subject of renewed interest
because of the superior flavor and quality of biodynamic produce. This interest is particularly strong within
the California wine grower community. The class is suited to farmers and gardeners alike! The course is
being offered through Cal Poly’s Continuing Education Department. To register, please visit;
http://www.continuing-ed.calpoly.edu/wine.html

Details may also be found on the SARC website:_http://www.calpoly.edu/~sarc/bd.htm

SUSTAINABLE AG EXPO to be held in Paso Robles: November 1 & 2

The Central Coast Vineyard Team will be holding its annual sustainable agriculture conference in November
at the Paso Robles Event Center. A premier gathering for education on sustainable production ag.
practices! FOR INFORMATION visit http://www.vineyardteam.org/events/agexpo.php or contact
jill@vineyardteam.org

National Environmental Education Week — April 13-19, 2008

Over 100 educational institutions have already

registered to participate in National

Environmental Education Week, April 13- 19,

2008. In conjunction with the start of the school

year in September, EE Week will launch a

redesigned website featuring standards-based K-12th grade activities and lesson plans, professional
development opportunities, and a Promotional Toolkit with printable flyers, sample announcements, and
template press releases. The 2008 theme will also be announced, so stay tuned for further details! If you
work with children in a school, nature center, zoo, museum, aquarium, or other educational institution, you
can join EE Week's efforts and gain national exposure for your work. To register for EE Week (it only takes
5 minutes and is free) go to www.EEWeek.org/register.htm. All inquiries about EE Week can be
directed to EEWeek@neefusa.org or 202-261-6484.

Energy Awareness Month — October 2007

During Energy Awareness Month many schools undertake energy efficiency and conservation activities.
These classroom activities connect well to student homes as many families approach the winter heating
season. Using energy wisely makes sense - both for the environment and for economics. In October,
consider teaching about the energy sources we use using NEED activities, and other special items created
for Energy Awareness Month, and ways to use that energy more efficiently. For classroom activities visit:

www.need.org/EnergyAwarenessMonth/php

Energy Smart Schools website: www.eere.energy.gov/energysmartschools

More Community Events can be found on the CREEC 8 Website in the “EE Calendar” link.
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Contests & Grants

Quik Science Challenge — Registration begins in October 2007
Want your students to love science?

“Challenge” them.

2008 »
Ms TENCE

The USC Wrigley Institute for Environmental Studies and Quiksilver, Inc. have created an exciting
competition event for middle school teams and high school teams in Southern California. QuikScience
Challenge projects will include the creation of a new ocean science lesson plan for younger students, a
community service project, a proposal for a research project, and a creative presentation (poster,
computer generated, video, or multimedia). Go to www.usc.edu/quikscience to register or call Terri
Bidle (213) 740-8776 or email bidle@usc.edu

There is also a competition for energy research projects called Edison Challenge and more information is

available at; www.usc.edu/EdisonChallenge

STATE FARM GOOD NEIGHBOR SERVICE-LEARNING GRANTS
Deadline: October 2007

Grants to support youth-led service-learning projects for

Global Youth Service Day, April 25-27, 2008 will be YOUTH SERVICE
available in July/August. These grants of $1,000 are S MM' A
designed for youth, teachers and school-based service- T

learning providers to address important issues that youth
care about. Visit http://www.YSA.org/awards and click on the Past Grants to view 2007’s winners and
their projects, as well as last year’s application.

Healthy Sprouts Awards
Deadline: October 15, 2007

The National Gardening Association Healthy Sprouts Award helps support the growth
of health-focused school and youth garden programs that teach about nutrition and the
issue of hunger in the U.S. To be eligible, a school or organization must plan to garden

in 2008 with at least 15 children, ages 3 to 18.

http://assoc.garden.org/grants/

Lorrie Otto Seeds for Education Grant Program

Deadline November 15, 2007

Wild Ones funds programs that encourage students to understand the effects of natural
landscaping. This grant is especially valuable for teachers wanting to step outside the classroom.
Funds may be used to purchase native plants and seeds for a garden, trail, wetland, or research
project. Cash awards range from $100 to $500. Go to www.for-wild.org/sfecvr.html

Sea World/Busch Gardens/Fuijiflm Environmental Awar  ds

Deadline November 30, 2007

Since 1993 the Anheuser-Busch Adventure Parks have recognized the outstanding efforts of K-12
grade students and teachers who work at the grassroots level to protect and preserve the
environment. The SeaWorld/Busch Gardens/Fuijifilm Environmental Excel lence Awards
provides school and community groups with a monetary award, national recognition, and some
well-deserved fun at one of the adventure parks. Eight winning groups are selected each year to
win $10,000. One environmental educator/leader each year receives $5,000. For information
about how you, your school, or a student group could win both money and recognition, visit
www.buschgardens.org/conservation-matters/eea/about .htm or call (877) 792-4332.

th
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Whale Tail Grants -

Deadline December 7, 2007

The California Coastal Commission's Whale Tail Grants Program is now accepting applications for
coastal and marine education projects. This program funds projects that encourage people to
value and take action to improve the health of California's coast, marine life, or watersheds that
connect with the coast. Educational coastal habitat restoration and beach maintenance projects
are also eligible. Emphasis is on reaching underserved students and members of the public.
Schools, nonprofits, and governments may apply. Postmark deadline is December 7, 2007. For
more details and the application and guidelines, see the link under "Highlights" at

www.coastforyou.org _ or call (800) Coast-4U.
TR
,('/' i R
e ®

Coastal Art & Poetry Contest

Deadline January 31, 2008

California K-12 students are open to submit artwork or poetry
that has a coastal or marine theme to compete for $100 gift
certificates to an art supply store or bookstore. Each winner's
sponsoring teacher will receive a $40 gift certificate for
educational supplies. For rules and entry form, visit
www.coastforyou.org

W

Toyota Tapestry Grants

Deadline January 28, 2008

Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A. Inc., and the National Science Teachers Association are pleased to
announce the 18th Annual Toyota TAPESTRY Grants for Science Teachers Program. The
program is open to middle and high school science teachers who teach at least two science
classes a day and to elementary classroom teachers who teach at least some science in the
classroom. This year, Toyota will offer grants to 70 to 82 teams of teachers. A total of 50 large
grants of up to $10,000 each will be awarded, along with 20 to 32 mini grants of up to $2,500 each.
All proposals must be submitted online via the link at the Toyota TAPESTRY website at
http://www.nsta.org/pd/tapestry/

IGES Art Contest: The Ocean from Top to Bottom! -

Entries Due October Oct. 26, 2007

The Institute for Global Environmental Strategies is proud to announce their 12" Annual Art
Contest for Grades 2-4, which challenges students to explore the ocean from top to bottom and
then draw a picture showing what they learned. The contest supports national science education
standards for grades K-4. The winning artist will receive a $250 savings bond, and his or her
artwork will be printed as the 2007 IGES greeting card. Second- and third-place winners receive a
$100 and $50 savings bond, respectively. For more information, including contest rules and entry
form, interesting ocean facts, and lesson plans and activities, visit www.strategies.org/ArtContest

Leaf-1t-To-Us _G_rants Available from CAL FIRE

: 1
is designed to assist children in becoming motivated Iflcﬁ:?e for and improve their educational
environment. The purpose of the program is to distribute funds for community school tree-planting
projects involving school children. $75,000 will be distributed in the form of reimbursement grants to
schools and their associated volunteer organizations or nonprofit organizations in association with a school
and educational program. The application deadline is January 12, 2008. For more information, please visit
http://www.ufei.org/ and check under the grant information.
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Santa Barbara County APCD Teacher Network Grants

Santa Barbara County Teachers are invited to ampl$500 grants to develop lessons on our
atmosphere, air pollution, and global climate clearidiese are project grants supported by Santa
Barbara County Air Pollution Control District, awigd through the Santa Barbara County
Education Office Teachers Network. Apply onlinelbycember 5, 2007 at

http://www.sbceo.or g/~impact2/Pr oj ect Gr ants.htm. For more information see
http://www.sbcapcd.or g/teacher s.htm.

To schedule classroom presentations, and to fibhdhoue about the air district’'s programs for
teachers, contact Mary Byrd at 805-961-8838yetim@sbcapcd.org .

Headlines I nstitute Community Action Awards

The Headlands Institute (HI) is pleased to annoutheeHI Community Action Award program
that seeks to recognize the important role thatngopeople play in positively influencing and
impacting their home communities and environmene ®e currently seeking nominations of
individual elementary or middle schodlassrooms or extracurricular clubs (including students
and teachers) who are working to make a signifigansitive contribution to the environment of
their home communities.

The 2008 recipient classroom or club will receiv1®00 award to be used to further the goals of
their community project. Any California school gmurom either public or independent schools,
may be nominated. Home schools may be nominatezhgsas they can demonstrate that a team of
students and teachers have been consistently edtvthe project.

Applications for the 2008 HI Community Action Awanaust be submitted on or before April 4th,
2008 preferably by email, tel ICommunityActionAward@yni.org, or through regular
mail, to HI Community Action Award, c/o Headlandssiitute, Bldg. 1033, GGNRA, Sausalito,
CA 94965. Inquiries can also be sent to the entlitess above.

Imaginethis... Story Writing Contest

Deadline: Nov. 1, 2007

This contest helps meet California Content Starglardhe classroom. Third through eighth grade esttsl
will make a connection with the subject matter whwey learn about the countless ways that Caligsni
farmers and ranchers affect their daily lives. Satewide winners, one from each grade level, haille their
story illustrated and published and will be recagdiat a ceremony in Sacramento during National Ag
Week, March 2008.

For contest rules and information, vigilww.cfaitc.orqg.

Disney Environmentality Challenge

Enroll by December 14, 2007

The name of liminy Cricket (JCEC) challenge has
transformed to the Disney Environmentality Challenge.
This year’s theme is Be an Eco Star. Teachers can sign
up their 3" through 5™ Grade classroom for the Class
Pledge and Fifth Grade can enroll in the Class Project. For

more information visit www.deckids.org

More Contest & Grant Opportunities can be found on the CREEC 8 website in the “Funding
Opportunities” and Student Contests™ links.
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Conferences

Ag in the Classroom Symposium — October 12 - 14, 2007
Asilomar Conference Grounds — Pacific Grove, CA
the rac for Llfe The sympos.ium theme, "Literacy for I__ife," will prepare teaphers to
zoorisite symeposigm €ducate their students about the leading agricultural state in the
Union and America’s top producer of goods. Annually, educators
travel to this venue from urban, suburban, and rural California seeking a better understanding of agriculture
and how to include lessons in their curriculum that will benefit students for a lifetime. Speakers and sessions
will focus on engaging teachers and students through compelling agricultural lessons that include nutrition,
gardens, and much more.
For more information visit the website: http://www.cfaitc.org/Conference/Conference.php

AEQOE Fall Conferences - The Association for Environmental and Outdoor

Education (AEOE) is "dedicated to the education of children and to helping
A E O Ethem increase their awareness and understanding of their natural
environment." Two conferences are scheduled for Fall 2007.

Assnchriinn for Fmamnmental & Oundnns HRcaion httD//WWW aeoe.o rq/

¢ Northern Section Fall Conference "Yosemite Campout”
October 12-14, 2007 ~ Yosemite National Park

»  Southern Section Fall Camp-Out Conference "Be the Change"
October 19-21, 2007 ~ Rancho Alegre

2008 AEOE Statewide Conference — April 25-27, 2008

Save the date: AEOE goes back to Malibu and Camp Hess Kramer on April 25-27 for its 2008 Statewide
Conference, “UNLESS We Care.” We love this site for its beauty, great facilities, and convenient location
(even when driving from northern California). If you are interested in volunteering for the conference
committee or presenting a workshop, contact Tara at tmurgatroyd@ymca.org.

E’ I Cj N !:_ ]:_ K uf? 18th Annual Bioneers Conference ~ California

October 19-21, 2007 ~ San Rafael, California
(or in one of 20 simultaneous conferences near you) http://www.bioneers.org

Come learn, network, and connect! The Bioneers Conference is an annual gathering of scientific and social
innovators who demonstrate visionary and practical models for restoring the Earth and communities.
Leading change-makers -- from scientists to business owners to teachers to artists -- will present ideas and
solutions for a better planet. CEUs are available at most conference locations.

16" Annual California Science Teacher Association Conference

Long Beach, CA — October 25 - 28

When:  October 25-28, 2007 m

Where:  Long Beach Convention Center THE CALIFORNIA SCIENCE
EPUCATION CONFERENCE

Long Beach, CA

Cost: $98 for CSTA members if you register by June 30, 2007

The 2007 conference will feature some of the biggest names in the space and

forensic sciences. This year's conference will feature speakers that can answer these

questions and more! There are ten focus speakers scheduled to present topics

ranging from astronomy and evolution to climate change and student achievement.

Field courses offered at the 2007 conference include hands-on, investigative field

work on board a real research vessel, a visit to the California Science Center,

kayaking in the Newport Back Bay, a behind-the-scenes look at the Aquarium of the

Pacific, snorkeling at Catalina, and other fascinating programs and destinations

throughout the Long Beach area. Upper-division university credit is available. To request a registration

brochure, e-mail registration@cascience.org. or visit the website www.cascience.org/conference

Cavrornia Science Teacnens Associarion
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NAAEE Conference - November 14-17, Virginia Beach, VA CO M

“Explore New Horizons in Environmental Education q@!
Community & Conservation Education, Environmental Justice & T.r'_‘.r T H T
Cultural History, Fundraising & Leadership Development, Marine COAST
Education, Service Learning, Sustainability Education, Technology :
and Environmental Education. explore new horizons

for enviranmental education

To register go to their website: http://www.naaee.org/conference

National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) Annual Conference — Nov. 30 — Dec. 2, 2007
San Diego, CA

The NCSS Annual Conference is the major forum for social studies colleagues to share, interact, learn, and
develop ideas, skills, and programs that increase their own successes and of their students by providing
multiple opportunities for crossing cultural and geographic borders while building new bridges of knowledge
and understanding. For more information visit: http://www.ncss.org/conference/

Green Schools Summit December 4 -6, 2007 Pasadena, CA

On December 5" the Keynote Speaker is Ed Begley

On December 6" the Keynote Speaker is Bill Nye, The Science Guy
A key objective of the Summit & Exposition is to recognize green-
focused school projects. The deadline to submit project is October
15", Early Bird registration is also on October 15". Mention the
CREEC Network and receive a 10% discount on your conference
registration. A CREEC Network workshop will be offered and
CREEC will host an information booth in the exhibit hall.

A T Evi
Here is the website: http://www.green-technology.org/gcschools/attendee.htm

More Conferences can be found on the CREEC 8 Website in the “EE Calendar™ or “For
Providers™ links.

-

EE Provider Highlight

The California Environmental Education Interagency Network (www.ceein.org) is a consortium
of environmental educators representing California state departments, boards, and commissions with
oversight responsibility to protect California's environment.

The primary goals of CEEIN are to develop a unified response to the environmental m
education needs of California's educators and local governments, and to assist with

statewide educational reform movements. Additionally, a "leadership by consensus”

approach was devised to maintain the spirit of an open forum whereby the responsibility for meetings and
projects are shared by all CEEIN agencies.

Edication IRLeTagendy

CEEIN accomplishments include the Curricula and Compendia Project; a partnership with The Walt Disney
Company to promote a statewide environmental education program and competition for fifth grade classes
called the lJiminy Cricket's Environmentality Challenge; supporting the California Regional Environmental
Education Community (CREEC) network; establishing an outreach program that includes development and
distribution of the CEEIN brochure, conducting workshops designed specifically for educators, and staffing
exhibits booths at environmental conferences and fairs.

CEEIN members include: California Department of Education, California Environmental Protection Agency,
California Department of Food and Agriculture, and The Resources Agency of California

Project WET: www.watereducation.orq  Project WILD: www.projectwild.org and
Project Learning Tree (PLT): www.plt.org
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Does Your School Need Trees?

=

7 AR - S

Be Part of the 2008 Trees for Success National Tree
Planting Campaign

Schools throughout the United States can apply$b & tree-planting celebration in 2008
made possible by The Home Depot Foundation andAfber Day Foundation.

The event will bring together the Arbor Day Founaiaf city officials, urban foresters, and
community groups to create a fun-filled, educati@xgerience for area school children.
Students in each city selected will help plantttkes, giving them an opportunity to take
an active role in improving their own communitiegldo interact with the natural world.

Visit arborday.org/homedepot2008.

"}m\
4 @Arbor Day Foundation®

FOUNDATION

Buildang Atordable Healthy Homas

Questions? Contact Jennifer Boettchgibatttcher @ar borday.orq or 888-448-7337,
ext. 297

More EE Provider Highlight can be found on the CREEC Resource Directory
www.creec.org/region8/ and click on the “Resource Directory” link.
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