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This fall, four workshops were held, one in each county of Region 8, to begin the process of letting Environmental Education 
Providers know what the EEI Model Curriculum looks like and how they can “support EEI” through their educational 
programs.  It is a very excellent curriculum and well received by all who viewed it. To learn more about EEI go to: 
www.calepa.ca.gov/education/eei    
 
It is important to point out that, agencies and organizations that provide EE opportunities to public schools in California 
produce educational materials that are aligned to State Standards and also to the Learning Objectives from the new EEI 
Model Curriculum Plan. These Learning Objectives, based on the EP&Cs (Environmental Principles & Concepts) in the EEI 
Model Curriculum Plan are already aligned to state standards and will help teach students the State Standards to the 
mastery level. The wave of the future is heading this way as well…..to teach the grade level specific standards to mastery 
and not to just “touch upon” the standards as an afterthought after developing programs. All EE Providers in California are 
encouraged to align their programs to the State Standards and to the Learning Objectives in the EEI Model Curriculum Plan. 
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Twice a year, CREEC Network administrators ask that providers check the accuracy of their records and provide us with 
updates. This will ensure that educators have the most up-to-date information when contacting you about your 
environmental education programs and resources. We also encourage you to add your various EE programs and resources 
to the directors to ensure that teachers searching the directory will find the specific programs you offer. Teachers often 
search the directory by grade level, resource type or EE focus area instead of by provider name. 
 
**Please Note**  More and more teachers are looking for resources that have been correlated to the California state 
standards. We recommend that if your programs or resources are correlated to the standards, that you let us add this 
information to your existing records. To visit the Region 8 Resource Directory go to www.creec.org/region8  and go to the 
Resource Directory link on the left side of the website. Teachers, this Resource Directory is where you go t o find out 
about local EE programs, field trips, curriculum, o rganizations and other environmental education oppo rtunities. 
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Education and the Environment Initiative (EEI) Post ed Units 
New draft Education and the Environment Initiative (EEI) curriculum units are now available on the web for review.  These 
posted units are in draft form, have been reviewed by content experts for technical accuracy, and are now being field tested 
by teachers in California.  Additional draft units will be posted as soon as they are available and will remain on the web for 
30 days. See http://www.calepa.ca.gov/Education/EEI/Curriculum/D efault.htm#CurriculumUnits  to view the latest 
available units.  Currently, the posted units are: 
       
        1)   First Grade, Science Standard 1.2.d. will be posted until 12/19/2007 

2)   Sixth Grade, History/Social Science Standard 6.1.2 will be posted until 12/19/2007 
3)   Kindergarten, Science Standard K.3.c. will be posted until 12/19/2007 
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   MARINE SCIENCE SEMINARS at CAMP OCEAN PINES in CAMB RIA, CA and        
   AVILA BEACH MARINE INSTITUTE in AVILA BEACH, CA 

Lectures for the general public will be held on 5 Friday nights in Cambria, and on Saturday nights at the Avila Beach Marine 
Institute. At $5/person, these lectures are cheaper than a movie, and much better for your mind!  Lecture tickets available at 
www.campoceanpines.org  or by calling 805-927-0254.  Learning from scientists directly involved in the research is a 
unique opportunity – we hope you will join us! 

 
January 11-13, 2008  Elephant Seals – Burney le Boe uf 
 
January 18-20, 2008  TOPP Overview -  Randy Kocheva r 
 
January 25-28, 2008  Pelagic Birds - Scott Shaffer 
 
February 1-3, 2008  Humbolt Squid -  Bill Gilly 
 

  February 8-10, 2008  Turtles, Sharks, Tuna – Geor ge Shillinger 
 

Squid Workshop 
Teachers and naturalists can sign up for a "professional development" weekend at Camp Ocean Pines for an "inside look" 
at the giant squid with Bill Gilly, followed by tips for classroom squid dissections! Sign up now!  Cost: $195 per person: 
includes two nights lodging & five delicious meals.  Register online or by phone  (805) 927-0254 
 
Garden Based Learning Workshops – San Luis Obispo C ounty 
Registrations are still open for session #2 and #3 of the GBL workshops to be held in January and March. 
To register please go online to: 
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Camp Ocean Pines is hosting 5 leading marine science researchers who will present Friday and Saturday night lectures.  
The Central Coast is an unspoiled place to study the incredible Pacific Ocean.  Each winter we have front row seats for the 
elephant seal breeding and birthing spectacle! I invite teachers to bring a school group to Camp Ocean Pines or individuals 
to take a personal weekend retreat at Cambria Pines Lodge to learn the latest ocean research from the experts. 
 
January 11-13, 2008  "Extreme Biology of the Northe rn Elephant Seal" 
Dr. Burney Le Boeuf, internationally known elephant seal researcher and author, is the Associate Vice Chancellor for 
Research at UC Santa Cruz.  As our featured scientist, Dr. Le Boeuf will discuss the impressive growth of the population of 
northern elephant seals and foraging migrations from the extreme limits of the breeding range. Join him to learn how 
scientists continue gathering information about the fascinating life of the northern elephant seal. 
• Friday Lecture Jan 11 at the Cambria Vets Hall 7 pm 
• Saturday Lecture Jan 12 at Avila Beach Marine Institute 7 pm 
 
January 18-20, 2008  "Tagging of Pacific Predators"  
Dr. Randy Kochevar loves the ocean! He developed "Mysteries of the Deep" for the Monterey Bay Aquarium, and was the 
first outreach coordinator for the Tagging of Pacific Predators program, which began in 2000 to assess and explain the 
patterns of life in the oceans. He will talk about the 22 species of animals that have been tagged, including elephant seals, 
white sharks, turtles, squid, and birds, sharing how this research is opening our eyes to the amazing animals that live in the 
ocean and how we can use this information to better protect the endangered species among them. 
• Friday Lecture Jan 18 at the Cambria Vets Hall 7 pm 
• Saturday Lecture Jan 19 at Avila Beach Marine Institute 7 pm 
 
January 25-27, 2008  "Migrations of the Sooty Shear water" 
Dr. Scott A. Shaffer, a research biologist and lecturer at UC Santa Cruz, is focusing his studies on seabirds, especially 
albatrosses, petrels, boobies, and gulls. This work has taken him to sub-Antarctic islands in the Indian Ocean and New 
Zealand as well as islands in the Northwest Hawaiian Island chain. In addition to his experience studying seabirds, Dr. 
Shaffer has been involved in research on Beluga whales, fur seals, Antarctic seals, California sea lions, and a variety of 
other bird species including penguins, auks, ravens, and shorebirds.  
Come and hear his stories and research results. 
• Friday Lecture Jan 25 at Camp Ocean Pines 7 pm 
• Saturday Lecture Jan 26 at Avila Beach Marine Institute 7 pm 
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February 1-3 2008  "The Humboldt Squid" 
Dr. William Gilly is a Professor of Marine and Organismal Biology at Stanford University's Hopkins Marine Lab.  He saw his 
first live squid in 1974 and went on to study the behavior and biology of squid for more than three decades!  Recently he 
has been studying Humboldt squid (which can reach to 8 feet long overall and weigh over 100 pounds) by applying 
electronic tags to learn about their vertical and horizontal migrations.  Come hear about these predators living in cold, dark 
waters where oxygen levels are low, and how they, in turn, are preyed upon by marlin, swordfish, sperm whales and other 
deep-diving marine mammals.  Science teachers can sign up for a weekend at the camp to be guided through a jumbo 
Humboldt squid dissection! 
• Friday Lecture Feb 1 at the Cambria Vets Hall 7 pm 
• Saturday Lecture Feb 2 at Avila Beach Marine Institute 7 pm 
 
February 8-10 2008  "Leatherback Turtles, Sharks, T una" 
George Shillinger is a Stanford University researcher applying his discoveries to improve the conservation and management 
of leatherback sea turtles, sharks, tuna, and billfish. George is a doctoral candidate at Stanford University. He holds an MBA 
from Yale, an MS in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology from Stanford. The leatherback sea turtle has seen over 90% decline 
in the Pacific within the last 20 years.  George's satellite tagging data provides an improved understanding about the 
influence of environmental conditions on animal behavior.  Students learn scientific processes and follow his research 
subjects through the "GreatTurtleRace.com." 
• Friday Lecture Feb 8 at the Cambria Vets Hall 7 pm 
• Saturday Lecture Feb 9 at Avila Beach Marine Institute 7 pm 
 
For more information, contact Chris Cameron, Director, Camp Ocean 
Pines  805-927-0254 (805-927-0254) or check out the Camp Ocean Pines 
website at www.campoceanpines.org  
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Coastal Art & Poetry Contest 
Deadline January 31, 2008 
California K-12 students are open to submit artwork or poetry that has a 
coastal or marine theme to compete for $100 gift certificates to an art supply 
store or bookstore. Each winner’s sponsoring teacher will receive a $40 gift 
certificate for educational supplies. For rules and entry form, visit 
www.coastforyou.org   
 
Whale Tail Grants -  
Deadline December 7, 2007 
The California Coastal Commission's Whale Tail Grants Program is now accepting applications for coastal and marine 
education projects.  This program funds projects that encourage people to value and take action to improve the health of 
California's coast, marine life, or watersheds that connect with the coast.  Educational coastal habitat restoration and beach 
maintenance projects are also eligible.  Emphasis is on reaching underserved students and members of the public.  
Schools, nonprofits, and governments may apply.  Postmark deadline is December 7, 2007.  For more details and the 
application and guidelines, see the link under "Highlights" at www.coastforyou.org  or call (800) Coast-4U. 
 
Toyota Tapestry Grants  
Deadline January 28, 2008 
Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A. Inc., and the National Science Teachers Association are pleased to announce the 18th Annual 
Toyota TAPESTRY Grants for Science Teachers Program. The program is open to middle and high school science 
teachers who teach at least two science classes a day and to elementary classroom teachers who teach at least some 
science in the classroom.  This year, Toyota will offer grants to 70 to 82 teams of teachers. A total of 50 large grants of up to 
$10,000 each will be awarded, along with 20 to 32 mini grants of up to $2,500 each.  All proposals must be submitted online 
via the link at the Toyota TAPESTRY website at http://www.nsta.org/pd/tapestry/ . 
�
�
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Green Schools Summit December 4 - 6, 2007  Pasadena , CA  

California is on the leading edge of the green school 
movement, creating a statewide framework and 
incentives for sustainable schools. This 
groundbreaking event will focus on the strategies, 
technologies and services that will ensure the new 
and existing public schools are model of sustainability 
and provide healthy learning environments for         
students.  Keynote Speaker include Ed Begley and 
Bill Nye, The Science Guy  
 

Mention the CREEC Network and receive a 10% discount on your conference registration. A 
CREEC Network workshop will be offered and CREEC will host an information booth in the exhibit 
hall. Here is the website: http://www.green-technology.org/gcschools/attendee. htm  
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Happy Holidays To You and Yours!  

 
In this age of consumerism & commercialism around the 
holiday season, perhaps we could instead spread the 
message of the many gifts that nature has to offer.  Let’s 
encourage children and adults alike to delight in the simple 
things like raindrops collecting on the trees, beautiful 
sunsets of wintertime and the crisp feel of the cool air on 
our face. Instead of store bought gifts, make holiday boughs 
of natural greenery or other small tokens made from natural 
objects. Instead of shopping at the large chain stores, find 
local hand-made crafts for your loved ones. Enjoy the nature of the holiday season! 
 
 – Teresa Lees, CREEC Coordinator 
 
 
 

This newsletter is a monthly publication of the California Regional Environmental Education 
Community (CREEC) Network for Region 8.  The CREEC Network is administered by the 

California Department of Education, Environmental Education Program, in partnership with 
numerous agencies and locally the San Luis Obispo County Office of Education 

3350 Education Drive 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93405 

805-782-7265 
Teresa “Tree” Lees, Region 8 Coordinator 
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ACTION ALERT 
November 28, 2007 

 
Environmental education is facing a national crisis, but also a great opportunity.  Many 
schools are being forced to scale back or eliminate environmental education programs.  State 
and local administrators and teachers point to two factors behind this recent and disturbing 
shift: the unintended consequences of the No Child Left Behind law and a lack of funding for 
these critical programs. However, the No Child Left Inside Act of 2007 will include funding 
and support for environmental education in the reauthorized No Child Left Behind law, 
ensuring that the next generation of graduates will be environmentally literate. 
 
The No Child Left Behind reauthorization bills are currently being written in the Senate and 
House education committees. A long list of cosponsors of the No Child Left Inside Act will 
indicate strong support for including funding and support for environmental education in the 
No Child Left Behind bills. 
 
Please contact your representative and senators immediately to ask that they cosponsor 
the No Child Left Inside Act. Each email, fax, and phone call counts! 
1. Fax or e-mail a letter urging your senators and representative to cosponsor the No Child 

Left Inside Act of 2007 (S.1981, H.R.3036). Go to 000���2!������  and click on 
Contact Your Congressperson to email a letter. For fax numbers, go to 

���
��000�	������������	���������������	���)�	���������  

2. After sending your e-mail or fax, call your senators’ and representative’s offices (U.S. 
Capitol Switchboard: 202-224-3121) and ask to speak to the education staff person. Tell 
him or her how important it is that the senator or representatives cosponsor the No Child 
Left Inside Act and support its inclusion in the No Child Left Behind bill.   

3. Send this action alert to your friends, family, and colleagues and ask them to contact their 
senators and representative. 

 
If you believe that children should be spending more time outside (learning and playing), be 
better prepared to address increasingly complex environmental issues, and that the nation’s 
public schools have a critical role ensuring that both of these goals are met, then contact your 
federal legislators today!  
 
The No Child Left Inside Act of 2007 amends the No Child Left Behind law in the following 
ways: 
�  Provides federal funding to states to train teachers in environmental education and to 

operate model environmental education programs, which include outdoor learning. 
�  Provides funding to states that create environmental literacy plans to ensure that high 

school graduates are environmentally literate. 
�  Provides funding through an environmental education grant program to build state and 

national capacity. 
 
For more information about the No Child Left Inside Act and the No Child Left InsideSM 

Coalition, go to 000����	������ . 
�


