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EE Success Stories

Legislative Updates

A Blueprint for Reform. The Reauthorization of the

Elementary and Secondary Education Act.(ESEA)  This blueprint mentions
environmental education twice indicating that the President and Secretary of Education
Arne Duncan have made environmental education a priority (see pages 25 and 28).
Special notes: This is the first time in history that environmental education has been
included in the President's ESEA blueprint! This year marked the first time in history that
environmental literacy was included in the federal Education Secretary's budget! To the
best of our knowledge, the NCLI Coalition is the largest, most active grassroots coalition
ever formed (in any field)! Thank you for your continued support of environmental
education. Download and read the Blueprint for Reform at It is also available in Spanish.

http:/mww?2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/blueprint/bluep rint.pdf.

Education and the Environment Initiative (EEI)

All 85 EEI units have been approved by the State Board of Education. Final draft units are
currently posted and can be downloaded. Final versions of the units will be posted as they
are completed. EEI efforts have progressed to Phase Five: Disseminate Model EEI
Curriculum and Professional Development. Stay posted for monthly updates. Units are
available at the EEI website:
http://www.calepa.ca.gov/Education/EEI/Curriculum/Default.ntm#CurriculumUnits

l-’ .
EE Resources

May is Water Awareness Month

The California Water Awareness Campaign is a yearlong effort by organizations
throughout California to heighten public awareness of water and the role water agencies
and allied entities play in conservation, management, water supply, water quality and
distribution. The campaign focuses on the month of May each year with the observance of
Water Awareness Month. Visit http://www.usewaterwisely.com/totm0504.cfm

for additional information.

tlees@slocoe.org

May is also Bike Month!

! " # "
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Endangered Species Day - May 21, 2010

Endangered Species Day is a celebration of our nation's wildlife and wild places and
is an opportunity for young and old to learn about the everyday actions that people can
take to help protect our nation's disappearing wildlife and last remaining wild places. Visit
http://www.EndangeredSpeciesDay.org for a step-by-step guide on how to
sponsor your own event to celebrate Endangered Species Day 2010.

Furry Vengeance Movie

National Wildlife Federation has teamed up with Participant Media, other non-profits, and
the family comedy Furry Vengeance to educate children and families about the
importance of taking action on global warming and protecting wildlife.

Furry Vengeance, opening nationwide April 30, is a hilarious new feature film for the entire
family starring Brendan Fraser as a real estate developer whose latest project threatens
the habitats of local forest creatures. The woodland critters, who don't want their homes
disturbed, seek comical revenge by turning a peaceful neighborhood into a battlefield of
epic proportions. Check out the great resources on our Outdoor and Family Channel, visit
the (http://furryvengeance-movie.com/#/home  )movie page and
(http://www.takepart.com/videos/furry-vengeance-
activity-guide/134052 ) or educators, parents & kids that features quizzes, games and
suggestions for eco-action. The filmmakers are also working with Donors Choose and for
a limited time will
(http://wvww.donorschoose.org/furryvengeance ) related to the themes of the movie.

National Wildlife Federation is especially pleased to team up with Participant Media,
because of their commitment to education and citizen action. Furry Vengeance is a fun
way of reminding us all that we share the planet with wildlife, no matter where we live.

National EE Foundation’s Children and Nature Initia  tive

NEEF’s Children and Nature Initiative  addresses two important issues—
preventing serious health conditions like obesity and diabetes and reconnecting children
to nature. Research indicates that unstructured outdoor activities may improve children’s
health by increasing physical activity, reducing stress, and serving as a support
mechanism for attention disorders. Learn more at

http://www.neefusa.org/health/children_nature.htm

Children & Nature Network’s Natural Teachers Networ  k

Together with families, neighborhoods, and communities, you can play a

vital role in getting kids outdoors and helping overcome the epidemic of childhood obesity,
growing incidence of ADHD, and increasing rates of school drop outs.

Every teacher can be a Natural Teacher and make a positive difference in a child’s life.
Teachers from all disciplines are encouraged to sign up. For additional information, visit

http://www.childrenandnature.org/movement/naturalte achers.

Climate Kids

NASA'’s new Climate Kids Web site, targeting grades 4-6, demystifies global climate
change science using simple illustrations, humor, interactivity, and age-appropriate
language. The interactive Climate Time Machine shows how global changes affect our
planet over time. Animated feature "Climate Tales" follows a quirky polar bear and
monkey as they cope with climate change and humans. Games deliver fun and climate
science concepts. Career role models give kids ideas to help build a greener future. Visit

http://climate.nasa.gov/kids/  for more information.
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Making Conn ections: Engaging Students in Language, Literacy,a nd

Global Issues

This new research-based textbook helps ELLs and striving readers develop English
language skills through highly engaging real-world investigations of current global issues.
Designed for intermediate-level English language learners and striving

readers, Making Connections combines language learning with opportunities for students
to think critically about sustainable solutions to global issues. To learn

more, visit

http://www.facingthefuture.org/Curriculum/EngagingS tudentsinLangu
ageliteracyandGlobal/tabid/417/Default.aspx

Air: The Search for One Clean Breath

Since its premiere in 2008, the District (VCAPCD) film, Air - The Search for One Clean
Breath has been screened worldwide for hundreds of thousands of viewers. Now you can
download here the new Educator’s Guide for middle and high school instructors. It

is an innovative way to increase the film’s reach and educate students about this

precious natural resource. The Educator’'s Guide, and accompanying nine classroom
lessons, will enable students to not only see the film, but understand more about air
quality by expanding upon the material presented in the film. The project was directed by
the Ventura County Air Pollution Control District’s public information division. It was
coordinated by the CREEC Network and written and field-tested by California teachers. To

download the guide, visit http://www.vcapcd.org/AirTheFilm/teacher.htm

More EE Resources can be found on the CREEC 8 Websi te in the “Resource
Directory” as well as the “For Teachers” or “For Pr oviders” link.

-

Trainings & Workshops

Waves, Wetlands, and Watersheds Educator Workshop
Monday, May 24, 1- 3pm

Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes Center

Guadalupe, Santa Barbara County

Register by May 17

When you attend this free workshop, presented in partnership with the Guadalupe-
Nipomo Dunes Center and the Santa Barbara County Service Learning Initiative, you will
receive a free copy of the California Coastal Commission's science activity guide for
teachers, Waves, Wetlands, and Watersheds. You'll try out some of the activities in the
guide and get an overview of the other free educational resources and programs available
through the Coastal Commission and the Dunes Center. You will be eligible for
professional growth credit from University of the Pacific upon completing additional work.
REGISTER for a workshop by contacting Annie Kohut Frankel at afrankel@coastal.ca.gov
(415) 597-5888, or (800) Coast4U. Please provide your name, phone number, email, and
organization/school/grade as applicable.

Ocean Futures Society Teacher Workshop

Deadline: June 10, 2010

Educators are invited to join the Ocean Futures team June 21-25 in a 5-day teacher's
workshop on the beautiful Gaviota Coast, just north of Santa Barbara. This is an
opportunity to get into the field and experience what you teach everyday. As an educator,
you will be immersed in the beautiful outdoors for experiential learning alongside
specialists in the fields of marine and terrestrial ecology, sustainable living, and more. An
assortment of activities and lessons you can take home will be offered. For more
information, visit

http://www.oceanfutures.org/learning/ambassadors-

environment/additional-opportunities/teachers-works hop
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Oceans, Literacy and Science Residential Teacher In  stitute

August 1-6, 2010, Monterey

The Aquarium's Oceans, Literacy and Science Residential Teacher Institute is
specifically designed for non-local teachers of K-5 students from around the country.

The program provides curriculum that integrates science with language arts and

literacy, as well as math, social studies and the arts; inquiry investigations with hands-on,
standards-based activities; explorations of ocean habitats at coastal sites and the
Monterey Bay Aquarium; integration of content and process skills, including ELL and
science notebook strategies; continuing online collaboration with colleagues and
Aquarium educators; study of conservation issues and grade-level appropriate actions;
free busing from Stevenson School to field sites and the Aquarium. K-5 fulltime classroom
teachers with a minimum of two years of experience are eligible and who live more than
150 miles from Monterey. To apply online, visit
http://www.montereybayaquarium.org/lc/teachers_plac e/edu_program

_literacy.aspx.

2010 Sierra Nevada Teacher Institute
California Institute for Biodiversity & California State Parks

June 18,19, 20 and 25, 26, 27

Join us as we explore the causes and effects of climate change in the Sierra Nevada
landscape. This institute will accommodate teachers of upper-grade sciences by
concentrating on the more advanced topics of climate change and experimental design.
The institute will take place at the Jack L. Boyd Outdoor School (near Yosemite). There
we will explore the Sierra Nevada and focus on climate change's influence on natural
systems. This intensive course will integrate California science content standards for 6th
through 12th grade. Teachers will receive a teacher manual, an interactive CD-ROM, and
other curricular materials. Housing and meals are provided. Academic units are also
available. Register with Roger Renn online at:

http://eurekaseries.org/main/node/103

Family Nature Summits

July 5-11, Lake Tahoe

Family Nature Summits (a national EE and outdoor program for families, founded by the
National Wildlife Federation) will sponsor one teacher from California or Nevada to
participate in the Family Nature Summit in Lake Tahoe on July 5-11, 2010. For more

information or to apply, visit http://www.familysummits.org
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4t and 5" Grade Teacher Opportunity!
Protect Your Climate

Science-based lesson plans on climate change for 4 and 5% grade

San Luis Obispo County Air Pollution Control District, Strategic Energy Innovations
and San Luis Obispo County Department of Planning and Building are recruiting 4™

and 5" grade teachers to teach Protect Your Climate in the 2010-2011 school year.

Protect Your Climate will help you:

= Connect your teaching to current events by
investigating the science, causes, and impacts .
of climate change and how to take action to
protect our climate

= Use hands-on activities to explore air quality, §
energy, waste, and transportation issues ;
related to climate change

= Address Science and other State Content
Standards for 4™ and 5" grade

The curriculum program includes:
= Curriculum training session with lesson modeling

= Tool kit with teacher manual, visual materials, and
supplies for experiments

= Ongeing support including help with planning,
demonstrating and/or implementing the curriculum

= Cpportunity for Professional Development credit
from Dominican University

1

= Stipend

For more information contact: Mildred
Dandridge at

mildred@seiinc.org or 415 902-5681

AIR POLLUTION
CONTROL DISTRICT

CORLR Y OF SAN 106 ORRMI

S Helping Commuehes
S Bubrace h}m'ufn.ﬁf:'ﬂﬂ'y
=
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More Trainings & Workshops can be found on the CREE  C 8 Website in the
“For Teachers” link.

Community Events

DuneQuest — May 6 & 7, 2010 in Guadalupe

The Dunes Center, California State Parks Oceano and SLO Coast Districts, and the
Dunes Collaborative are pleased to present DuneQuest 2010 on Thursday, May 6" and
Friday, May 7th, 2010 at 8:00 am on both days. DuneQuest is a symposium focused on
providing learning opportunities that highlight the work being done in the Guadalupe-
Nipomo Dunes Complex and the Thursday’s activities will be hosted at the Dunes Center,
Oso Flaco Lake Natural Area, and Rancho Guadalupe Dunes. Friday’s activities will be
hosted at the Morro Bay Museum of Natural History and Morro Bay State Park. Both days
will feature speakers presenting diverse information on topics ranging from western snowy
plover research and management, native habitat restoration, cultural history of the
Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes, dune geology, and many other interesting topics. The event is
free and open to the public. For additional information regarding DuneQuest 2010, the
Dunes Center’s programs, or visiting the dunes, please email us atinfo@dunescenter.org

or go towww.dunescenter.org  Or call us aB05-343.2455.

How Healthy is the Estuary?

Come and find out - Don’t miss the 2010 State of €hBay Conference!

May 14 & 15, 2010 -Morro Bay

Taking place just once every three years, the State of the Bay Conference offers a wealth
of estuary and watershed information for everyone, and it is coming to the Morro Bay
Community Center at 1001 Kennedy Way in Morro Bay on Friday, May 14 and Saturday,
May 15.

On Friday, May 14, find out more about monitoring in the central coast Marine Protected
Areas, learn about efforts to conserve important coastal areas, discover some of the latest
science on emerging contaminants, and much more. The day closes with a poster session
and mixer.

Saturday’s session is designed to be public friendly, starting with a short update on the
health of the estuary. Following segments examine the problem of marine debris, the
Great Pacific Garbage Patch and local recycling efforts. The second session investigates
the concept of “foodshed” — locally and sustainably produced agriculture, seafood & more.

Saturday afternoon also offers opportunities to join experts in the field for walks, talks and
tours around the estuary and watershed. Tour the Chorro Flats Wetland Restoration
Project or Camp San Luis Obispo’s conservation efforts. Get into a local creek with
Estuary Program staff to explore freshwater invertebrates or join researchers from Cal
Poly’s Center for Coastal Marine Sciences to see what marine organisms live in the
estuary. An On-Water Tour of the estuary offers a family-friendly opportunity to learn the
basics, or hike Black Hill for a lesson on estuary ecology.

The event is free and open to everyone. Field trips require preregistration. For complete
information about the 2010 State of the Bay event visit www.mbenp.org/StateOfTheBay

or call 772-3834 to sign up for field trips.
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WaterFest 2010 - “Water Education through Celebration”
Date: Saturday May 22, 2010  Time: 11am to 3pm
Location: Arroyo Grande Village Bandstand

WaterFest is an annual "learn by playing" family-fun event full of educational activities
and entertainment that celebrates water quality protection, water conservation and
pollution prevention. Event Home Page: www.slowaterfest.org

7
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\/1] San Luis Obispo Botanical Garden

——

Saturdays in the Children’s Garden
Come join us on every Saturday In May 2010. We will be hosting children’s
events in our newly built pizza garden. Families are encouraged to
participate together.

May 8", Mother's Day in the Garden

Attention all mothers! Are you looking for a meaningful way to spend time
with your children? Spend the day in our beautiful garden with your child.
Children will be making eco-friendly bird feeders, made out of recycled
materials, to use in your home gardens.

May 15", Fire Prevention

Smoky the bear wants you to learn about fire prevention! Children will
learn the basics of fire prevention, interact with smoky the bear, and see
the equipment local firefighters use.

May 22", Pollination

Come learn about the great pollinators in everyone’s garden, bees. We will
be having a guest speaker from Cal Poly, Scott Jeffreys. He teaches the
basics of beekeeping, and the importance of bees for our food, farmers,
and economy.

Walk-ins are welcome, however to ensure both you and your child enjoy
your experience please RSVP so that we may accommodate with the
correct amount of supplies and volunteers.

Please RSVP to Rachel at: rlocke2011@gmail.com or (805)541-1400

All events will be held from 10-12 on the second Saturday of each month,
unless otherwise noted. All events are tentative and are subject to change.
All of our events are online at http://www.slobg.org/ . Several events are
being held at the Garden from May 8 — 23 called At Home in the Garden.
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25th Annual Coastal Cleanup
Day

(San Francisco) California's beaches and inner waterways may be
collecting spots for marine debris, but Californians have demonstrated
their support for clean beaches by turning out by the tens of thousands
at the 25th Annual California Coastal Cleanup Day. On September 19,
2009 they scoured beaches, shorelines, and inland locations, picking up
trash and debris, covering over 800 sites and gathering hundreds of
tons of trash.

http://www.coastal.ca.gov/publiced/ccd/11.30.09.pre  ssrelease.pdf

More Community Events can be found on the CREEC 8 W  ebsite in the “EE
Calendar” link.

-

Conferences/Classes

Summer EETAP Courses

Deadline: May 1, 2010

Registration for Summer 2010 EETAP courses is open! Please register soon for
Fundamentals of Environmental Education or Making EE Relevant to Diverse Audiences.
All courses start June 1st. Full course descriptions and scholarship information are

available at http://www.uwsp.edu/natres/eetap/index.aspx

Summer Class on Global Climate Change ~ Online

July 19 — August 13, 2010

Oregon State University is offering two one-credit online workshops on Global Climate
Change Current Status and Impacts. These workshops will explore the changes that are
occurring to the Earth’s atmospheric gases and their implications for changing the world
climate systems, as well as current impacts on various bioregions of the world. For more
information or to register, visit

http://summer.oregonstate.edu/courses/credit/online .htm

2010 AITC Agriculture in the Classroom National Con  ference - June 24-26, 2010
Educators of all grade levels are invited to participate in the 2010 National Agriculture in
the Classroom Conference, being held June 24-26 in Baltimore, Md. A variety of hands-on
workshops will be held, as well as a tours and a "Share Your Best" resource fair, designed
to help educators teach about agriculture and increase student awareness of the role of
agriculture in the economy and society. Learn more
http://www.agclassroom.org/conference/index.htm

Green Schools National Conference - Oct. 24-26, 2010

The 1st Annual Green Schools National Conference will be held October 24-26 in
Minneapolis, Minn. The focus will be Growing Green Schools Across America with
breakout sessions built around the topics of sustainability education, green practices at
school, green school facilities, community involvement, green economics and green
careers. Learn more http://www.greenschoolsnationalconference.org

More Conferences/Classes can be found on the CREEC 8 Website in the “EE
Calendar” or “For Providers” links.
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EE Grants & Contests

NEA Foundation Green Grants
Deadline: June 1, 2010

With $150,000 in new grant funding designated for projects that integrate green-related
topics and experiences into the classroom, the NEA Foundation is growing its Learning &
Leadership and Student Achievement grants program for individuals and teams of
educators. Public school educators are eligible to apply for individual grants worth up to
$5,000 for the development and implementation of ideas, techniques, and approaches for
teaching “green” concepts.

Ocean Guardian Grant

Deadline: June 1, 2010

NOAA'’s Office of National Marine Sanctuaries is offering Ocean Guardian grants of
$2,000- $6,000 to a number of California schools whose students create a school or
community-based conservation project that protects their local watershed and the ocean.
K-12 schools in the following counties are eligible: Marin, San Francisco, Alameda, San
Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Monterey, San Benito, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara,
and Ventura. This website also offers lesson plans and videos on ocean education. For
more information, visit

http://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/education/ocean_guardia n/

Nominate a Garden Crusader

Deadline: June 1, 2010

This year, Gardener’s Supply will award more than $15,000 in cash and gardening gear to
individuals across the country who are using gardening to make a difference in their
communities. For more information, visit http://www.gardeners.com

Governor’s Environmental and Economic Leadership Aw ard (GEELA)
Deadline: June 1, 2010

The Governor’'s Environmental and Economic Leadership Award Program is California’s
highest environmental honor. The program recognizes individuals, organizations, and
businesses that have demonstrated exceptional leadership and made notable, voluntary
contributions in conserving California’s precious resources, protecting and enhancing our
environment, building public-private partnerships and strengthening the State’s economy.
Award categories, eligibility, and criteria are available at the Cal EPA website at
http://www.calepa.ca.gov/Awards/GEELA/

Student Contests

Rachel Carson Sense of Wonder Contest

Deadline: June 16, 2010

Enter the Rachel Carson Sense of Wonder contest. Show how the beauty of

nature inspires you through poetry, essays, photos or dance. Entries must be from a team
of two or more persons, a young person and an older person. For more information, visit

http://www.epa.gov/aging/resources/thesenseofwonder /index.htm .

Got Environment

Deadline: December 1, 2010

Participate in the It's My Environment video project coordinated by the U.S.

EPA. Make a personal commitment to make environmental protection a part of your daily
life. Send a video clip of you saying "It's My Environment" and holding up a sign. Anyone
can enter! For more information, visit http://www.epa.gov/earthday/.
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Ocean Video Competition — Deadline June 30, 2010

The Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary and Blue Ocean Film Festival are hosting
a regional ocean video competition for students. The goal is to showcase student-
developed original videos that educate the general public about the ocean and the
importance of ocean conservation. Winners will be selected and announced on July 21,
2010 and have an opportunity to present their video at the Blue Ocean Film Festival
August 24-29, 2010.

Eligibility

* Elementary (grades 4 & 5), middle school (6-8), high school (9-12) and college students
enrolled schools in Monterey, Santa Cruz, San Benito or San Luis Obispo counties
are eligible. An individual student or team of students can produce a video. Teams
are encouraged! Students in grades 4-12 must have an adult “coach” who is
responsible for them.

* All submitted videos will remain the property of the Monterey Bay National Marine
Sanctuary (MBNMS) and Blue Ocean Film Festival. Entrants must allow the MBNMS
and Blue Ocean Film Festival permission to use their submission for public
education.

Submission Requirements

Deadline: Wednesday, June 30, 2010 - 5:00PM PST. Any materials
postmarked after the deadline will not be included in the competition.

Submitting the Video

In order for a video submission to be eligible, the video team must submit the following
items together to the MBNMS Office:

1. Video Contest Entry Form (included).

2. Hard copy of the video (See the “Video Requirements” section of this document for
more details.)

3. Please mail the entry form and video to:

Liz Love

Education Specialist

Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary
299 Foam Street

Monterey, CA 93940

831-647-4255 (Phone)
831-647-4250 (Fax)
E-mail;
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2010 EE Week Photo Blog Contest

Do you have an inspiring story of how you and your

organization are bringing environmental education to Recycle BicycleEE Week 2009 Photo Blog C
students? National Environmental Education Week winner

would like to hear about it! Simply upload your photos

and stories to the EE Week Photo Blog. Your story

can be about activities either inside or outside the

classroom, before, during or after EE Week.

The EE Week Photo Blog Contest -- which runs from
April 1 through May 31 -- is open to individuals
affiliated with a school or organization providing K-12
educational programs. Photo Blog Contest applicants
must be 18 years of age or older, have a valid email
address and be residents of the United States.

Each photo blog entry must include a photograph and
accompanying text no longer than 1,500 characters
that clearly describes the environmental education

activity showcased in the photo. Release forms are required for each identifiable person in a
photo. Entries will be judged on the quality of the photograph and blog, visual appeal, the lev
of success and creativity that was achieved in bringing environmental education to the studer
and the photo's inspirational value.

First, second and third place prizes include Ultra Flip Video Camcorders, a magazine
subscription to National Geographic Explorer Magazine and a gift certificate to Acorn Naturali
And just for entering, we'll send you an environmental education poetry magnet.

Learn more: http://eeweek.org/photoblog

This is the end of the May 2010 Region 8 CREEC News letter
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