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Happy Spring Region 8 !!!

On behalf of the CREEC Network, | hope you
have a fantastic spring season. Spring is the prime
time of year for environmental education.

To find out about EE programs, resources, grants,
workshops and curriculum visit our website.
Please tell others to sign up for this FREE monthly
E-newsletter for Region 8.

Teresa “Tree” Lees

Region 8 CREEC
Coordinator

3350 Education Drive

San Luis Obispo, CA 93405
805-782-7265
tlees@slocoe.org

WWW.creec.org/region8/

Environmental Education Initiative (EEI)

Curriculum Reviewers for EEI

The San Luis Obispo County Office of Education
is seeking highly-qualified educators and technical
experts to participate in the Education Working
Group (EWG) and the Content Working Group
(CWG) for California State's Education and the
Environment Initiative (EEI). Members of the
EWG will participate in the review of education-
related aspects of the draft instructional materials
being developed as part of the EEI Curriculum.
Members of the CWG will participate in the review
of the technical accuracy of the draft instructional
materials being developed as part of the EEI
Curriculum. Go to this website to apply:
http://www.creec.org/stories/storyReader$198

for detailed information and application materials

for the EWG and CWG.
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California School
(arden Network

| wanted you all to know that the California
Instructional School Garden  Grant application is
now live on the CDE Web site:

http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fo/af/

This grant allows for up to $2,500/$5,000 per
school site (depending on enroliment) to be used
for garden supplies, equipment, and professional
development workshops. The application is
submitted at the district level.

More info. on school gardening at: www.csgn.org

Our local Earth Day festivities take place on
Saturday April 21, 2007, 10am to 4pm at the
San Luis Obispo Mission Plaza.

M/‘V;_
SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY;

Celebrations and educational events surrounding
human impact on our planet have been taking
place in the United States since April 22, 1970.

There will be a Kids’ Zone, food, music, booths,
displays, workshops, entertainment, and more.

Applications due : March 30, 2007.
3436 Sacramento Dr. Ste. A
San Luis Obispo 93401
Call 544-8529 or e-mail earthdayslo@fix.net
today to get involved or for more information.

Please let me know about other Earth Day events!




National Environmental Education

Week is April 15-22, 2007! Now in its

third consecutive year, EE Week

(www.eeweek.org ) seeks to enhance

the educational impact of Earth Day
(April 22nd) and create a full week of
environmental education preparation, learning,
and activities in K-12 classrooms, universities,
nature centers, zoos, museums, and aquariums
around the country.

For Earth Day promotional items visit Positive
Promotions website www.positivepromotions.com
and search for Earth Day or go to the Calendar of
Events. There are activity books, pencils, stickers,
buttons, Frisbees, bracelets, ribbons, etc.

Saturday, May 5th, will
be the first county-wide
WATERFEST. The
event is being held in the
Irish Hills Plaza along
Los Osos Valley Road
from 10 to 4.

The festival is free of charge and the goal is to
educate participants on the importance of water
and encourage everyone to work at keeping our
water clean. There will be tours, exhibits, water
testing demonstrations, and many hands-on
activities that children can take home.

Teachers, this is an excellent way to support
environmental water education, bring your class
out so they can learn good water habits for the
future and make them aware of environmental
issues in a fun, hands-on atmosphere. For more
water lessons go to www.waterlessons.org . For
stormwater info. go to http://stormwaterinfo.org/
and Click where it says public schools of San Luis
Obispo county. Also the Dept. of Water Resources
website is www.dwr.water.ca.qgov

For schools, there is a Water Challenge Science
Competition. There will be prizes for all the
classes who participate and a Pizza Party for the
class who designs the best water conservation
device. For more information on the festival go to
the website: www.slowaterfest.org

High School
Envirothon

April 4, 2007 at
San Luis Obispo
Botanical Garden

You are hereby invited to participate in the
RegionalEnvironmental Field Dayto be held at
the San Luis Obispo Botanical Garden in
conjunction with the Coastal San Luis Resource
Conservation District and the CREEC Network on
Wednesday, April 4, 2007This event is a field
day where high school students will practice
environmental education skills and is the kick off
event for the “CA Envirothon.”

The California Envirothonis a statewide, outdoor
natural resource education program for high
school students, grades 9-12. In the field, stugdent
are challenged to work as a team to answer written
questions and conduct hands-on projects focusing
on environmental issues. Students from all over
California join together to explore the environment
in five disciplines: Forestry, Wildlife, Aquatics,
Soils and a current environmental issue. This year
the theme for the environmental topic is
“Alternative/Renewable Energy.”

Teams can look up questions from last year’s test
and prepare for this year's competition on the
www.caenvirothon.comwebsite.

More information is also available on the local
Resource Conservation District website at
http://www.coastalrcd.org/envirothon.html.

Contact Teresa Lees 805-782-7265 or Vivian Krug
458-3321 for more information and to sign up
your high school team for the field day.
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A+ for Energy Grant — March 23, 2007

The A+ for Energy grant program provides $5,000
and $10,000 grant to K-12 teacher to assist them

in teaching about energy and energy conservation.

These grants are made available from BP British
Petroleum Company. To apply visit the website:
www.aplusforenergy.com

Young Naturalist Awards— April 1, 2007

The Young Naturalist Awards, a program from the
American Museum of Natural History is a research
based essay contest to promote participation and
communication in science. Contest winners win
cash scholarship awards from $500 to $2,500.
www.amnh.org/youngnaturalistawards

Yoshiyama Awards for Exemplary Service

Sponsored by The Hitachi Foundation, this award
honors up to 10 high school seniors for their
community service. Students can be nominated by
someone familiar with their service. Those
selected will be awarded up to $5,000 each over
two years. Call 202-457-0588 or
www.hitachitfoundation.org/yshiyama/index.html

Young Heroes Award — April 30, 2007

The Barron Prize for Young Heroes honors young
people between the ages of 8 and 18 who have
shown leadership and courage in public service to
people and our planet. Each year, ten national
winners each receive $2,000 to support their
service work or higher education.
www.barronprize.org

California Department of Water Resources:
Water Facts & Fun:

Free water education resources for teachers:
www.publicaffairs.water.ca.gov/education/catalog.
cfm

California Integrated Waste Management
Board — Office of Education & Environment
http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/schools

Lowe’s Outdoor Classroom Grant Program

Lowe’s Charitable and Educational Foundation,
International Paper and National Geographic
Explorer! classroom magazine have partnered to
create an outdoor classroom grant program to
provide schools with additional resources to
engage students in hands-on learning experiences
outside the traditional classroom.
http://www.lowes.com/lowes/Ikn?action=pg&p=Ab
outLowes/outdoor/applyl.html

AEOE Conference — April 27-29

The Association for Environmental and Outdoor
Education (AEOE) invites you to attend the 2007
Statewide Conference: "Connecting with
Community through Outdoor and Environmental
Education," April 27-29 at Sierra Outdoor School
in Sonora. Visit http://www.aeoe.org to read the
latest about the impressive lineup of speakers and
entertainment, Job Fair, schedule, and the
beautiful location. GSEEC folks: the keynote this
year will be Dr. Carlos Cortes, who was the
keynote for GSEEC's Diversity Seminar in 2003.
The six workshop strands this year are:

1. Building Connections to Our Students’
Communities

2. Environmental Education in Diverse
Communities

3. Connecting with Community through
Teaching

4. Community Building within Student
Populations

5. Understanding Natural Communities
6. Connecting with Community through EE
Research and Pedagogy

For more workshop details and an online
application, go to
http://www.aeoe.org/conference/spring/2007/work
shops/call for presenters.html
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Bright Ideas Grants — March 20, 2007

Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) is
announcing the third year of grants to schools for
solar installations, teacher trainings and curriculum
grants. To apply go to www.pge.com/solarschools
or call 800-875-5029.

Spring Into Science

Science Educators Conference
Sponsored by Gold Coast Science Network

Cosponsored by Oxnard College and CSTA
Saturday, April 28 at Oxnard College from
8am — 4:30 pm

$25 until April 12, 2007

$30 after April 12, 2007

Keynote Speaker: Paul B. MacCready, father of
human-powered flight and developer of Gossamer
Condor. Make checks out to Gold Coast Science
Network and send to:

Rich Smith

122 Menlo Park

Ventura, CA 93004

Visit website: http://members.aol.com/gcsn98

The Permaculture Design Course Experience:
Creating the Conditions for Sustainability to
Happen... Presented by EarthFlow Design Works,
HopeDance Media and The Terra Foundation
San Luis Obispo County, CA.

This training includes the most inspiring
examples of sustainable land use and human
ingenuity from around the world. Final course
work includes student design presentations,
community project and (the infamous!) Trade
and Talent Show.

One weekend a month for 6 months...

Join us on the first weekends of March
through August 2007. To find out more visit
www.earthflow.com
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Teach the River 2007

Do you want to learn more about the natural world
of the Central Valley where our water comes from,
the name of that bird in your backyard, where to
find spectacular wildflowers or where to take a
hike? We invite you to rediscover Teach the River.
Teach the River is now open to the general public,
including families, teachers, parents, or anyone
who wants to learn and discover the wonders
where you live. A wide variety of seminars, field
trips and other special events are offered from
January through June, all located in the greater
Fresno area.

Visit www.teachtheriver.org for a calendar of
activities and to register.

Upcoming February opportunities: Eagle Canoe
Tours, Weekend Nature Walks, River Workdays,
Wetlands tour in Los Banos, Junior Duck Stamp
Contest (for kids).

Junior Duck Stamp Program Art Contest

Deadline: March 15, 2007
http://www.caljrduckstamp.org

Students are invited to participate in a free art
competition that help students tie together lessons
on animal form and function, plant science,
observation, wetland habitats, and more. The
website has rules, entry forms, and free materials.

Schoolyard Geology — USGS

Students learn better when they have the chance
to see real examples of earth science concepts.
Urban schoolyards full of asphalt may seem
unlikely field trip destinations, but this USGS
website helps teachers introduce everything from
volcanoes to glaciers as students unlock the
history of the ground beneath their feet. The
website includes lesson plans, images, readings,
and downloadable presentations.
http://education.usgs.gov/schoolyard

Project Learning Tree Leader Training

The California Project Learning Tree program
needs additional workshop leaders. The next
training session is April 13-14 in San Diego.
Information and logistics for the workshop is
available at www.plt.org “calendar of events-CA.”

If you are interested in attending, please contact
Kay Antunez at 916-653-7958. There is no cost for
the training and participants receive copies of the
NEW 2007 edition of the PreK-8 Activity Guide.

Project WET Facilitator Training — March 12
San Pedro Math, Science & Technology Center

This training is designed to guide water managers,
public utility personnel, school staff, teacher
educators, etc. to lead educators of non-formal
education programs in using Project WET as an
effective education tool.

The goal of Project WET is to promote the
awareness, appreciation and knowledge of Califor-
nia's water resources in a manner that is fun,
hands-on, action-packed, and informational.

Contact Brian Brown in Sacramento to register at
916-444-6240. FAX is 916-448-7699.

Forestry Institute for Teachers — summer ‘07
Four locations in Northern California

Come learn about California’s forests. All meals
and lodging are free. $200 stipend available.
http://www.forestryinstitute.org
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Arbor Day is April 27, 2007

The idea for Arbor Day originally came from
Nebraska. A visit to Nebraska today wouldn't
disclose that the state was once a treeless plain.
Yet it was the lack of trees there that led to the
founding of Arbor Day in the 1800s.

Visit  http://www.arborday.org/arborday/index.cfm
for more information about the history and
celebration of National Arbor Day.

The Arbor Day Poster Contest deadline was
March 1, 2007 but you can still participate in
hosting arbor day events and lessons at your
school. It's never too late to plant a tree!!!

Leaf-It-To-Us Tree Planting Grant Opportunity
For Schools and Schools Districts Only

The California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection is pleased to announce the availability
of a tree planting grant program designed for kids
to improve their school environments. These
grants are available through the Urban Forestry
Program. Glenn  Flamik, CDF  Program
Administrator (916) 651-6423. Internet
applications are available at www.ufei.org. Click
on “Grant Information.”

NEED National Energy Conferences — Summer
July 15-19, Washington, DC
July 22-26, Santa Fe, NM

Conference participants receive training and
materials to implement innovative hands-on
energy units for their classrooms. NEED works
with sponsoring the $1,000 registration fee.
Register online by April 30, 2007
www.need.org/summertraining or fax 1-800-847-
1820. Telephone: 1-800-875-5029

California Energy Commission's Energy
Calendar Art Contest — April 20, 2007

Students in grades 3-8 have the opportunity to
draw or paint their way to recognition and prizes in
the California Energy Commission's Energy
Calendar Art Contest. Twelve illustrations
displaying visions of the ways energy will improve
our lives and the environment will be selected for
inclusion in the Commission's Energy 2008
calendar. In addition to seeing their art displaying
throughout the year in the popular calendar, the 12
winning artists will each be awarded a $250 U.S.
Savings Bond. Their teachers will receive cash
awards to purchase educational materials for their
classrooms. All participating students who submit
pictures will receive a California Energy
Commission certificate of participation and other
prizes.

Entries are due at the Commission by Friday, April
20, 2007. For more information, visit Energy
Quest, the Commission's website for children, at
www.energyquest.ca.gov

Pali Institute Open House — March 23-25

You are cordially invited for a weekend to learn
more about science, outdoor, and experiential
education curriculum, challenge yourself on high
and low ropes course elements, explore the night
sky with our astronomy telescopes, and
reenergize yourself in 74 acres of majestic beauty
of the San Bernardino Mountains at the Pali
Institute Outdoor Education Open House March
23-25, 2007 Contact Raena Stein for details

at 818.774.2189 ext.57 or rsvp online at:
www.paliinstitute.com

Lodging and meals are free but reservations are
required at the latest by Friday, March 15th, 2007.
The mission of Pali Institute is to introduce
experiential education to young people by
providing progressive learning experiences that
extend far beyond classroom walls. Through our
innovative curriculum and professional staff,
students will experience the thrill of touching,
seeing and learning about the world around them.
At Pali Institute, we bring textbooks to life.
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