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Climate Change in the News

With the new reports about global warming and
climate change making the headlines, it is time to
use this opportunity to educate the public, and our
public school students what positive role humans
can have in affecting our environment. The trend
seems to be heading towards “carbon neutral”
energy options. One example is to purchase
Green Tags to offset the polluting effects of your
energy use by supporting the development of
clean renewable energy.

Most traditional power generation relies on burning
fossil fuel. Every time we replace existing power
with wind, solar or another renewable resource,
your electricity pool becomes a little greener and
that benefits everyone.

When you and others purchase BEF Green Tags
equal to all or a portion of the energy that you are
using, your contribution helps build more wind
turbines, solar facilities and other forms of
renewable energy that reduce the amount of fossil
fuel consumed.

To find out more about Green Tags and greening
of our businesses, homes, buildings, events and
travel visit Green Tags USA at their website:
http://www.greentagsusa.org/GreenTags/index.cfm

Teresa “Tree” Lees

Region 8 CREEC
Coordinator

3350 Education Drive

San Luis Obispo, CA 93405
805-782-7265
tlees@slocoe.org

WWW.creec.org/region8/
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Environmental Education Initiative (EEI)

- Environment Initiative

S

The San Luis Obispo County Office of Education
is seeking experienced writers of instructional
materials to work on the development of
standards-based instructional materials for the
State of California’s Education and the
Environment Initiative.

The current solicitation for writers is specifically
focused on writers with experience developing
standards-based instructional materials for 4th-
12th grades and with emphasis in Science

and History/Social Science.

Thursday, February 22, 2007 is the deadline for
submission of statement of qualifications from
writers interested in developing 4th-12th grade
instructional materials.

For detailed information regarding the items listed
below, please refer to the following website at
http://www.creec.org/stories/storyReader$198

1. Memo from the San Luis Obispo
County Office of Education

2. Request for Qualifications with all
pertinent details

3. Application/Statement of Qualifications
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The Environmental Education Network will be
presenting "Engaging Students with Powerful
(Environmental) Learning Experiences on Sunday,
March 18th at 8:00 a.m. In addition, the EE
Network will be participating in ASCD's opening
night "Bash" once again this year. The Bash is a
great opportunity to display informational materials
and interact with conference participants in a
festive atmosphere. If you have questions about
the Environmental Education Network or would
like to help with the "Bash", please contact Bora
Simmons at (815) 753-9069 or boras@niu.edu.

April 15-22, 2007

Sign up now to become a partner in
National Environmental Education Week,
April 15-22, 2007! Now in its third
consecutive year, EE Week
(www.eeweek.org) seeks to enhance the
educational impact of Earth Day (April
22nd) and create a full week of environmental
education preparation, learning, and activities in K-
12 classrooms, universities, nature centers, zoos,
museums, and aquariums around the country. EE
Week 2007 has already secured the partnership of
over a hundred and seventy-five organizations and
schools to serve as national and local partners,
including the U.S. Forest Service, the American
Hiking Society, Earthwatch Institute, the
Minnesota Zoo, and the North American
Association for Environmental Education, Project
Learning Tree, REI, the University of Texas at San
Antonio

and many others. For a complete list of 2007
partners go to www.eeweek.orq.
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New to EE Week's 2007 offerings is the Richard
C. Bartlett Award for Environmental Education,
which will recognize outstanding environmental
education programs in both formal and non-formal
settings with grants awarded to the winning
organizations. Details about the award, including
eligibility requirements and application deadlines,
will be available at www.eeweek.org in early April.
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Governor Schwarzenegger signs important
school garden legislation

AB 1535, authored by Assembly Speaker
Fabian Nunez (D- Los Angeles), revived the
California Instructional School Garden
Program with $15 million, which will be
administered by the California Department of
Education. Up to $10,000 of non-competitive
grant funds per school can be applied for by
school districts, charter schools, and county
offices of education. The funds can be used
for supplies, equipment and professional
development necessary to create and sustain
successful instructional school gardens. An
online application will be available in Mid
February 2007. Start informing your district
administrators about the funds available
through the California Instructional School
Garden Program and stay tuned to
www.csgn.org/ab1535.php.

California School
(iarden Network
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AEOE Conference — April 27-29 _
The Association for Environmental and

Outdoor Education (AEOE) invites you to
attend the 2007 Statewide Conference:
"Connecting with Community through

Outdoor and Environmental Education,” April
27-29 at Sierra Outdoor School in

FIELD NOTES

CATASTROPHE

Sonora. Visithttp://www.aeoe.orgo read the %
latest about the impressive lineup of speakers :

and entertainment, Job Fair, schedule, and the WAN, HATVRI
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Communicating and Learning About

Global Climate Change:

An Event for Teachers, Students, and Other
Communicators and Learners

Sunday, 18 February 2007
1:15 p.m. — 5:30 p.m.

This special event, scheduled to take place
during the 2007 AAAS Annual Meeting in

San Francisco, will be similar in format and
purpose to the successful AAAS public-
engagement event on evolution that served
some 500 participants, including an estimated
250 K-12 teachers, during the 2006 AAAS
Meeting.

To register for this free event go to the American
Association for the Advancement of Science at
www.aaas.org and to the Climate Resources in
the Featured Area. There will be a link to the
Climate Change Town Hall where you will register.
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Spring Into Science

Science Educators Conference
Sponsored by Gold Coast Science Network

Cosponsored by Oxnard College and CSTA
Saturday, April 28 at Oxnard College from
8am — 4:30 pm
$20 till February 1, 2007
$25 until April 12, 2007
$30 after April 12, 2007
Keynote Speaker: Paul B. MacCready, father of
human-powered flight and developer of Gossamer
Condor. Make checks out to Gold Coast Science
Network and send to:

Rich Smith

122 Menlo Park

Ventura, CA 93004

Visit website: http://members.aol.com/gcsn98

& &+
The Children and Nature Network (C&NN)
was created by Richard Louv, author of “Last
Child in the Woods, to encourage and support
the people and organizations working to
reconnect children with nature. The network
will provide a critical link between researchers
and individuals, educators and organizations
dedicated to children’s health and well-being.
C&NN will also promote fundamental
institutional change and provide resources for
sharing information, strategic initiatives and
success storiessww.cnaturenet.org




EE and No Child Left Behind

The Campaign for Environmental Literacy and the
Chesapeake Bay Foundation are working in
partnership to compile anecdotal (or quantitative if
possible) evidence that No Child Left Behind has
resulted in a decrease in environmental education.
This decrease may be that 1) fewer teachers are
employing environmental education in their
classrooms, or 2) that the teachers who have been
using environmental education are now doing less
of it. The goal is to illustrate the concern that
excellent EE programs have been reduced or
eliminated as a result of the school systems high
stakes testing atmosphere. Although examples are
being sought nationwide, strong cases from
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Michigan, Delaware
and California, would be especially powerful.

Here is the request from Chesapeake Bay
Foundation: “If folks could send a short blurb
about the program, why it is important and how it
has been affected by NCLB, and with whom
should we contact, that would be an immense
help.” If you can be of assistance in this effort,
please e-mail your blurb to Bill Portlock
(bportlock@savethebay.cbf.Qrand Linda
Rhoads (director@eeao.orq).

EarthFlow Design Works, HopeDance Media and
The Terra Foundation Present:

The Permaculture Design Course Experience:
Creating the Conditions for Sustainability to
Happen... San Luis Obispo Co, CA.

This training includes the most inspiring
examples of sustainable land use and human
ingenuity from around the world. Final course
work includes student design presentations,
community project and (the infamous!) Trade
and Talent Show.

One weekend a month for 6 months...

Join us on the first weekends of March
through August 2007. To find out more visit
www.earthflow.com
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PGE Solar Schools in Region 8&G&E Solar
Schools program workshop dates are quickly
approaching. These workshops are free of charge
and include valuable kits and materials for those
who attend. Workshops are open to all K-12 public
school teachers in the PG&E Service area.

2121 Clearlake

2/22 San Francisco
2127 Fresno

2/28 Bakersfield

3/6 Santa Maria

3/7 San Luis Obispo
3/10 Stockton

3/13 Salinas

3/14 San Jose

3/15 San Francisco
3/27 Woodland-Davis
3/28 Santa Rosa

5/1 Yuba City

5/2 Paradise-Chico
5/15 Arcata

5/16 Fort Bragg

5122 Oakland

5/23 Mountain View

More information about the Solar Schools
workshops & registration is available here:
http://www.need.org/pgesolarschools/ssc.htm

Please feel free to contact me with any questions
you may have. | remain available to assist in any
other matters related to the PG&E Solar Schools
program.

Barry Scott
bscott@need.org
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River of Words

Deadline: Feb. 15, 2007

River of Words, in affiliation with The Library of
Congress Center for the Book, conducts a free
international poetry and art contest for youth on
the theme of watersheds. The contest is designed
to help youth explore the natural and cultural
history of the place in which they live and to
express, through poetry and art, what they
discover. Open to ages 5-19. Students may enter
on their own or as part of a group.

For more information, visit www.riverofwords.org.
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California and the World Ocean '06 (CWO '06)
Conference brought together more than 1000
attendees from 23 states and six countries to
focus on improving ocean and coastal
management. Invaluable information from
fisheries to sediment management was shared
with participants during the 67 sessions spanning
four days. We hope the information shared at
CWO '06 will continue to inform our work to
protect the ocean and coast. The conference had
seven concurrent sessions and one of the most
common comments we received was that
participants had difficulty determining which
session to attend. Consequently, we are providing
the video archives of most CWO '06 sessions (49
of 67 total sessions) free to the public at the CWO
Web site http://resources.ca.gov/ocean/cwo06/
(direct link to videos: http://www.cal-
span.org/CWO/concurrent_sessions_schedule.htm

Stewardship Council Grants

The goal of the Stewardship Council Grants is to
improve the lives of underserved youth by
providing greater access to outdoor experiences
from urban parks to watersheds in the wilderness.

For additional information, please call (650) 280-
5150 or (866) 791-5150 or e-mail:
youthgrants@stewardshipcouncil.org

Or visit: www.stewardshipcouncil.org

Genomics: from Mendel to Microarrays

Deadline: April 6, 2007

July 8 - 13, 2007

Sponsored by the National Science Foundation amd th
University of California Davis, participants in shi
workshop will tour the university and industry raseh
facilities and receive genetics and genomics laboya
protocols and resource material for the classroom.
Topics include biotechnology and genomics as they
relate to agriculture, medicine, ecology and otreas.
The course is open to secondary science teacloens fr
across the country. Community college instructoes a
also welcome to apply. Three units of academicitred
are available. Institute attendance, room, anddeass
free. Participants need to cover travel costs to UC
Davis. For more information, visifpge.ucdavis.edar
contactBarbara Soots



Teach the River 2007

Do you want to learn more about the natural world
of the Central Valley where our water comes from,
the name of that bird in your backyard, where to
find spectacular wildflowers or where to take a
hike? We invite you to rediscover Teach the River.
Teach the River is now open to the general public,
including families, teachers, parents, or anyone
who wants to learn and discover the wonders
where you live. A wide variety of seminars, field
trips and other special events are offered from
January through June, all located in the greater
Fresno area.

Visit www.teachtheriver.org for a calendar of
activities and to register (academic credit
available)!!!

Upcoming February opportunities: Eagle Canoe
Tours, Weekend Nature Walks, River Workdays,
Wetlands tour in Los Banos, Junior Duck Stamp
Contest (for kids).

The Five-Star Restoration Grant Program

The National Association of Counties, the National
Fish and Wildlife Foundation, the Wildlife Habitat
Council, in cooperation with the United States
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and our
newest partner, Southern Company, are pleased
to solicit applications for the Five-Star Restoration
Matching Grants Program. The Five-Star
Restoration Program provides modest financial
assistance on a competitive basis to support
community-based wetland, riparian and coastal
habitat restoration projects that build diverse
partnerships and foster local natural resource
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stewardship through education, outreach and
training activities. In 2006, 39 projects across the
country out of 126 applications received grants of
an average $13,000.

Awards are between $5,000 and $20,000.
Projects must include a strong on-the-ground
wetland, riparian, or coastal habitat restoration
component and must also include a strong
training, education, community stewardship and/or
outreach component. Applications must be
postmarked by March 9, 2007.

For more information, please visit EPA's website
http://www.epa.gov/owow/wetlands/restore/5star/.

Green Cleaning in Schools CD

The Quick & Easy Guide to Green Cleaning in
Schools — Five Simple Steps to a Healthy School
Environment is provided free of charge from the
Healthy Schools Campaign. The five steps are:

Switch to Green Cleaning Products
Introduce Green Equipment & Supplies
Adopt Green Cleaning Procedures

Use Green Paper & Plastic Products
Share the Responsibility

For your free copy visit
www.greencleanschools.org or call 888-HSC-1810

aprpwONE

BP’s A+ for Energy Grants Program

Deadline: March 23, 2007
http://www.aplusforenergy.com

BP will award up to $5 million in grants to K-12
California teachers for innovative classroom, after-
school, extra-curricular, or summer projects
focused on energy and/or energy conservation.
Grants of $5,000 or $10,000 will be awarded
directly to teachers.

Junior Duck Stamp Program Art Contest

Deadline: March 15, 2007
http://www.caljrduckstamp.org

Students are invited to participate in a free art
competition that help students tie together lessons
on animal form and function, plant science,
observation, wetland habitats, and more. The
website has rules, entry forms, and free materials.




