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EE Success Stories

CREEC Social Networking — Gatherings for Environmen  tal Educators Continue...

Region 8 CREEC Network Gatherings

Come network and gather with fellow environmental e ducators in your area. Share
resources and program information. A literature tab le will be available for all agencies
and the host agency will have the first portion of the evening to showcase their EE
opportunities. At future gatherings, guest speakers and EE experts will be featured.
Here are the next upcoming CREEC Networking events:

1. Ventura County CREEC Network Gathering — April1 0, 4:30pm to 6pm
Channel Islands National Park Headquarters in Ventura
RSVP with Mary Maranville at mary.maranville@vcrcd.org or 805-746-0606

2. San Luis Obispo County CREEC Network Gathering ~ — April 18, 5pm — 7pm at the
San Luis Obispo Botanical Garden Education Center in El Chorro Regional Park

Come see the new Sustainable Education Center at the SLO Botanical Garden and network
with area environmental educators.

RSVP: Teresa Lees attlees@slocoe.org

3. Kern County CREEC Network Gathering — May 9, 4pm  to 6pm
CALM Museum in Bakersfield
RSVP: Teresa Lees at tlees@slocoe.org

4. The Santa Barbara Network event was just held on ~ March 21* at the SB Zoo.

Elaine Gibson from the Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History presented information
about the Children & Nature Network collaborations taking place in Santa Barbara.
To find out more contact her at egibson@sbnature2.org or 805-682-4711 x165

More Good Newsl!!.......... Region 8 School is a Disney Env  ironmentality Finalist

Santa Margarita Elementary School in San Luis Obisp o County has made it as a State
Finalist in the Disney Environmentality Challenge! Congratulations!!! This means that
the school will receive a school assembly presented by Radio Disney Street Team as well
as cash prize of $500 plus prizes for each student who participated in the project.

There class project was to be “Habitat Helpers” and create a wildlife garden at school that
was certified by the National Wildlife Federation. They revitalized the school garden beds by
planting them with California native shrubs and perennials that will create habitat, food and
shelter for the neighboring birds, butterflies, hummers, and other pollinators. They also
created and installed bird houses, bird feeders, and bird baths to welcome the wildlife onto
their school campus.

The State Grand Prize Winner is awarded to Sylvia Rodriguez and her 5th class at Phoebe
Hearst Elementary in Sacramento. Their project “Our Starfish: Native Plants in the
American River Watershed”, was an exemplary entry about protecting and preserving the
American River and we are happy to have them as this years winners.
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EEI Workshops for Providers

The Education & the Environment Initiative (EEI) curriculum units continue to be
developed, field tested and piloted in eighteen school districts throughout California. To
meet the goal of having EE Providers align their educational programs with this new EEI
Model Curriculum Plan, the CREEC Network is providing workshops to assist providers is
seeing how their programs can “support EEL” The following is a list of EEl Workshops
coming up this spring that are a follow up to the ones presented this fall. At this workshop
the EEI Audit Tool will be completed and submitted to the Office of Education and the
Environment as well as a status report will be given.

EE Providers ........ This workshop is for YOU! It is for folks who did (or did not) attend the
fall workshops. This will be a “working workshop” where you will bring your curriculum
materials and we will work together at mapping and matching your programs to the Learning
Objectives in the EEI Model Curriculum Plan and filling out the audit tool. (Note: If you have
already filled out any audit tool forms, please mak e a copy and mail them to me. | am
gathering as many audit tools filled out as possibl e)

EEI Provider Workshops for Region 8....Spring 2008....S AVE THE DATE! Great!!!
Let's make these as “zero waste” events as possible. Potluck: Bring Some Food To Share,
Bring Your Own Plate, Bring Your Own Utensils, Bring Your Own Water Bottle, etc.

April 21 — Santa Barbara County Education Office —  10am to 2pm

May 9 — CALM Museum in Bakersfield — 2pm to 4pm (So  cial to follow at 4pm to 6pm)
May 19 — San Luis Obispo County Office of Education — 1pm to 5pm

June 2 — Ventura County Office of Education — 1pmt o 5pm

To RSVP contact Teresa Lees tlees@slocoe.org or 805-782-7265

To RSVP for the Ventura County workshop contact Mary Maranville
mary.maranville@vcrcd.org

Other EEI News....... EEI Writers Still Needed

The San Luis Obispo County Office of Education (81@FE) is seeking Statements of Qualifications
(SOQ) from highly qualified, experienced writers35f - 12" grade instructional materials,

curricula, and/or textbooks to work on the develeptrof a Model Curriculum for California’s
Education and the Environment Initiative (EEI). SLOE is undertaking this solicitation under an
Interagency Agreement with the California Integda¥#aste Management Board (CIWMB) and in
cooperation with the California Environmental Patien Agency (Cal/EPA).

The EEI Model Curriculum will provide K-12grade teachers, schools and districts with stasdar
driven instructional materials that help studenéster California’s academic content standards and
California’s Environmental Principles and Conceg@@®&C). The EEI Model Curriculum will

provide a scope and sequence for teaching the BM&Cclearly defined learning objectives that are
targeted at helping students achieve mastery et academic content standards at each grade
level.

Friday, April 18, 2008 is the deadline for submission of statement ofifjoations.

For detailed information regarding the items lishedow as well as the application process, please
refer to the following website at
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California EEI Quick News Released
(Document attached as a PDF in your April 2008 CREE  C Newsletter)

The "California EEI Quick News" is a special publication created to give you the latest
information on field testing and units coming your way. In this edition, you'll find EEI news
from State Superintendent Jack O'Connell's office, an inside look at how the curriculum units
are developed and produced, and handy information about upcoming units that are in
production and due out soon. We're also looking for qualified reviewers and curriculum
writers, so don't miss the back-page article with full details.
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EE Resources
Thank You Ocean Podcasts Available

The Thank You Ocean Report podcasts discuss how the public can protect the ocean and
highlight issues important in ocean and coastal management. We invite you to listen to the
podcasts by going to http://www.thankyouocean.org/podcast

The first podcast focuses on the Thank You Ocean campaign itself, followed by podcasts on
marine debris, marine protected areas, and the West Coast Governors' Agreement on
Ocean Health. A new podcast will be posted approximately every 2 weeks.

You can subscribe to the podcast by visiting http://www.thankyouocean.org/podcast and
clicking on the podcast feed of your choice (I-Tunes, Yahoo, Google, etc)

More EE Resources can be found on the CREEC 8 Websi te in the “Resource
Directory” as well as the “For Teachers” or “For Pr oviders” link.

Trainings & Workshops

Project WET Facilitator Training — May 2, 2008 in V. an Nuys

The Water Education Foundation invites you to send teacher training staff to a FREE Project
WET (Water Education for Teachers) Facilitator’'s Training. We are looking for experienced
teachers who would enjoy sharing their knowledge with fellow educators, while
demonstrating how Project WET can be used in their educational settings.

Participants will receive training in how to organize and conduct a Project Wet workshop,
including time to plan and coordinate with potential regional partners. Each participant will
leave this training with a copy of the Project WET Curriculum and Activity Guide Book and a
Facilitator's Handbook- a ‘how-to’ guide with all the information necessary to conduct a
Project WET event.
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When: Friday, May 2, 2008 (7:45 am to 3:45 pm)
Where:  TheJapanese Garden in the
Donald Tillman Water Reclamation Plant
6100 Woodley Avenue
Van Nuys, CA. 91406

To request an application and register contact:
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Population Connection Training Institute — August 2 -3, 2008

Population Connection is hosting a two-day training institute this summer for educators
(formal and non-formal) around the state who would like to be trained to facilitate workshops
using Population Connection curricula. Our program presents over 500 workshops each
year for pre-service groups, professional development and conference audiences. Most are
presented by volunteer facilitators who have gone through this training and want to share
the hands-on materials with peers and future teachers.

For this event, we have funding from a few major donors/family foundations in San
Francisco. It will be held at the Fort Mason Conference Center on August 2-3, 2008. We
will be able to provide travel stipends and lodging for those traveling from other parts of the
state. It will be a great event and I'm hoping you can help me get the word out to anyone
you think might be interested. All of the information and an application form can be found
at our program website: www.populationeducation.org

Environmental Educator Training Program — Marin Hea  dlands

Details: Our residential Environmental Educators Training Program provides teachers and
non-traditional educators with skills to create hands-on science standard relevant curriculum
for students. The program has been presented in partnership with the National Park Service
since 1997. It includes 5 days of instruction, field trips, seaside lodging and all meals. Cost
is $575; scholarships are available.

When: Session 1: July 28 — August 1; Session 2: August 11 — August 15, 2008

Where: Marin Headlands, Golden Gate National Recreation Area

Who: Headlands Institute in partnership with National Park Service. For over 30 years,
Headlands Institute has been providing educational adventures in nature’s classroom to
inspire a personal connection to the natural world and responsible actions to sustain it.
Link and registration: http://yni.org/hi/adulted/index.php

Contact: Sofia Qureshi squreshi@yni.org 415 332 5771 ext. 22

Forestry Institute for Teachers (FIT) — June and Ju  ly 2008

FIT provides K-12 educators with an increased understanding and appreciation of
California’s forest ecosystems and the complex issues involved in managing them. FIT
offers four sessions in different Northern California locations. Application Information is due
on March 14, 2008. Meals, lodging, and curriculum materials are all free. Apply online at

www.forestryinstitute.orqg
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Coast Alive! Teacher Institutes — Summer 2008
Coast Alive! In partnership with the California Institute for Biodiversity offer this field
experience to strengthen teacher’s skills in science pedagogy, and leadership.

Coast Alive! Earth, Wind, Fire, Water Institute — June 2008
Southern California

Coast Alive! Land-Sea Interface Institute — August 3 — 8th
East Bay Regional Park District — San Francisco Bay Area

For more information contact Roger Renn at 888-325-3288 or email roger@calalive.org

Eureka Series: Sierra Classroom Teacher Institute
Two weekends: July 11-13, July 18-19, 2008

Join us as we explore the Sierra Nevada landschjpe arning to incorporate
scientific field journaling, stimulating inquiry-Bad activities, and multimedia
curricula in your intermediate science classroom.

This summer our in-depth Sierra Nevada Classrooacfar Institute will explore
the varied habitats of the Sierra Nevada focusimgiodiversity and climate change.
As a participating teacher, you will explore thes€mite region and learn about the
geology and ecology of the landscape. Join Calido®tate Park naturalist and our
team of scientists and educators, including nasirahd artist John Muir Laws to
explore the natural world and learn field sketchisg you create your own scientific
journal.

This intensive course will integrate Californiaesate content standards for 4th
through 8th grade. Teachers will conduct localdffielvestigations, receive the
Habitats Alive! teacher manual, an interactive CONR and The Laws Field Guide
to the Sierra Nevada. Continuing Education Unit&JS) are also available.

Registration has begun! Spaces are expected tufdkly.

For upper elementary and middle school educators
Fee without credit: $75 [includes meals and lodping

FOR DETAILS AND REGISTRATION visitwvww.EurekaSeries.org

More Trainings & Workshops can be found on the CREE  C 8 Website in the
“For Teachers” link.

Community Events

Sustainability Social: Dinner, Drink, Friends, Music & Sudainability!!

April 9th, Wednesday; 6 - 9:30pm

SLO Botanical Garden Sustainable Education Center

www.slobg.org (El Chorro Regional Park, across Hwy 1 from Cuesta Callegtween Morro
Bay & SLO)

Creating a “Reverential Rehydration Revolution!!” by Brock @ah, the Director of the Water
Institute of the Occidental Arts & Ecology Center
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Water is our most important resource yet we face issues of stetdage and run-off pollution,
two problems that can become one solution. Join permacutteignér and watershed expert
Brock Dolman to investigate how changing our thinking amddesign to slow, spread, and sink
water on our property we can use less potable water, decreasad|dogbrove water quality,
stream structure and function, increase groundwater rechargecentittiife habitat, provide
short term and long term economic benefits and improve locéletiest

$10 Suggested Donation (all proceeds go towards furthexisaisility efforts within SLO
County).

Earth Day Festivities ...............

Earth Day is Here!!l (Central Coast and Central Val ley)
April 12, 2008 — Earth Day Festivities at Oxnard Ci  ty Park
April 12, 2008 — Beyond Earth Day — Galaxy Theatres in
Riverbank
April 17, 2008 — Earth Day at Edwards Air Force Bas e near the
BX
April 19, 2008 — Earth Day Festival at Graceada Par k in Modesto
April 20, 2008 — Earth Day at Recreation Park in Vi  salia
April 20, 2008 — Earth Day Festival at Victory Park  in Stockton
April 20, 2008 — Earth Day Festivities at Sunken Ga rdens in
Santa Barbara
http://www.communityenvironmentalcouncil.org/Events /earthday/
April 20, 2008 — Earth Day Street Faire at Natural History Museum in Santa Maria
April 26, 2008 — Earth Day Festivities at Mission P laza in San Luis Obispo
April 26, 2008 — Earth Day at Cal State University = Bakersfield

For more information on Earth Day events, visit the Region 8 CREEC Network website
and EE Calendar at www.creec.org/region8

SLOHS Tech Club is having their Spring e-Waste recy  cling event this weekend, April
5 -6, from 10 - 4 in the high school parking lot.

All electronics may be dropped off for FREE recycling. The Tech Club earns money for
each monitor, TV, or other CRT device turned in. This is a great way to clean all of that old
and broken equipment out of your garage, attic, basement, or wherever!

Ecology of Leadership Program — April 5, 2008 in Sa  nta Barbara

Unitarian Society www.regenerativedesign.org/courses-events/leadershi p

1535 Santa Barbara Street

9:00 am to 5:30 pm

We are happy to announce a 1-day workshop introducing The Ecology of Leadership
Program to the extended Southern California communityDeveloped and launched at the
Regenerative Design Institute in Bolinas, CA, by James Stark and Christopher Kuntzsch, the
program offers a project and community-based leadership development journey which
blends inquiry and skill development, as well as connection to self and the natural world,
with principles of systems thinking and Permaculture. The program prepares the soil for the
formation of a vibrant, local leadership circle that supports program participants in continuing
to evolve themselves and their leadership work in the greater Santa Barbara community.

National Environmental Education Week — April 13-19 , 2008

Over 100 educational institutions have

already registered to participate in

National Environmental Education

Week, April 13- 19, 2008.

To register for EE Week (it only takes

5 minutes and is free) go to www.EEWeek.org/register.htm . All inquiries about EE Week
can be directed to EEWeek@neefusa.org or 202-261-6484.
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April 26, 2008 - Arbor Day Festivities at Laguna La ke from 10am - 12pm

San Luis Obispo is celebrating its 25th Anniversary as a Tree City USA on April 26th, 2008.
We are sponsoring a large gathering of students and interested citizens to celebrate the day
at Laguna Lake Park Commemorative Tree Grove. We will plant trees, showcase the art
and prose contest and announce our new Heritage Trees for the City! An art and poetry
student contest is part of the festivities. For more information contact Keith Pellemeier at the
City of San Luis at 781-7022 or kpelleme@slocity.org

May 3, 2008 - WaterFest at the Sunken Gardens in At ascadero from 10am - 2pm

Join in celebrating clean and healthy water at SLO County’s 2nd Annual WATERFEST on
Saturday, May 3rd from 10am-4pm at the Sunken Gardens in Atascadero. WaterFest is an
annual family-fun event that provides education through celebration. WaterFest features
interactive educational activities and entertainments including live animal demonstrations,
story telling, touch tanks, and fun local bands!

Family Fun, 10am-2pm — all FREE
Bounce House
Hands-on activities
Dunktank
Snowcones and food
FREE *E-Waste Recycling*

Live Music Festival, Noon-4pm - FREE
Blue Turtle Seduction
Resination
Zongo All Stars
Cuesta Ridge

Mark your calendars and plan to join us for this free and fun community event! For more
event information and sponsorship opportunities, visit us online at

234 or call 544-9096.

More Community Events can be found on the CREEC 8 W  ebsite in the “EE
Calendar” link.

Contests & Grants

Energy Calendar Contest

This is announcing the 2009 Energy Calendar Contest sponsored by the California Energy

Commission. The contest runs from now until Friday, April 25, 2008 when all artwork must

be received. Winners will be notified by May 9, 2008. For more in-depth information, please
go to our award winning website at: www.energyguest.ca.qov.

May 17, 2008 — Central Coast Regional High School E  nvirothon Competition to take
place in El Chorro Regional Park from 8am - 4pm

The California Envirothon (www.caenvirothon.com ) is a statewide, outdoor natural
resource education program for high school students, Grades 9-12 sponsored by area
Resource Conservation Districts. In the field, students are challenged to work as a team to
answer written questions and conduct hands-on projects focusing on environmental
knowledge. The regional competition event will be held on Saturday, May 17, 2008
Students from all over Central Coast of California join together to explore the environment in
five disciplines: Forestry, Wildlife, Aquatics, Soils and a Current Environmental Issue. This
year the theme for the environmental topic is "Recreational Impacts of Natural Resources."

In order to participate in the May 17, 2008 Central Coast Regional Envirothon e-mail Teresa
Lees at the San Luis Obispo County Office of Education (tlees@slocoe.org ) your school's
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team information. Teams consist of five high school students and one adult advisor. All
participating high school teams will be treated to lunch, ice cream social and prizes.

Local information is also available on the local RCD website at
http://www.coastalrcd.org/envirothon.html

Employees of schools in San Luis Obispo County can also view a video of the Canon
Envirothon on the SLOCOE ETC Portal by going to Professional Resources in the CREEC
box and clicking on the CA Envirothon Competition link.

More Contest & Grant Opportunities can be found on the CREEC 8 website in
the “Funding Opportunities” and Student Contests” | inks.

Conferences/Classes

Green California Conference — April 7 to 9 Sacramen  to Convention Center
http://www.green-technology.org/gcsummit/index.html
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2008 AEOE Statewide Conference — April 25-27, 2008

AEOE goes back to Malibu and Camp Hess -

Kramer on April 25-27 for its 2008 Statewide ;

Conference, “UNLESS We Care.” We love this 3

site  for its beauty, great facilities, and

convenient location (even when driving from

northern California). If you are interested in The Association for Environmental and Qutdoor Education
volunteering for the conference committee or presenting a workshop, contact Tara at

tmurgatroyd@ymca.org . or Www.aeoe.org

Go to http://www.aeoe.org/conference/spring/2008/index.ht  ml for the latest conference
updates, including keynotes and entertainment.

The AEOE Workshop strands include:

Unless We Practice Sustainability: Living Lightly
Unless We Teach

Unless We Celebrate Diversity

Unless We Meet Science Standards

Unless We Include the Classroom

Diversity and EE Workshop — Pre AEOE Workshop April 24, 2008 — Camp Hess
Kramer — Malibu, CA 10am — 3pm $30

Presenter: Jack Shu, indepependent consultant specializing in cultural diversity, focuses
environmental and outdoor educators to develop strategies to increase cultural competency
within your organization and to clarify what is meant by diversity.

For more information contact Emily Wang 415-332-5771 or ewang@yni.org
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Chicano Latino Youth Leadership Project Summer Prog ram

The application is posted to the CLYLP website (www.clylp.com ) under application &
forms.

Summer and Fall EETAP Online Courses:

Applied Environmental Education Program Evaluation

This 12-week on-line course is designed to assist environmental educators and natural
resource professionals in evaluating their education programs. Participants have the
opportunity to develop and apply skills in designing evaluation tools such as surveys,
observation forms, and interview and focus group guides. This course was developed as a
cooperative effort between the Environmental Education and Training Partnership (EETAP)
at the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS)
National Conservation Training Center. Participants may obtain three undergraduate or
graduate credits from the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point. All participants, regardless
of location, are eligible for the in-state tuition rate. The course is also offered as a non-credit
workshop for those who are not seeking college credit.

Summer 2008 course dates: June 2 — August 22 (Registration deadline May 2)
Fall 2008 course dates: September 8 — December 5 (Registration deadline August 8)

To learn more, visit the course web site: http://www.uwsp.edu/natres/eetap/index.aspx
or contact Angela Lemar (Angela.Lemar@uwsp.edu ) for a registration form.

To learn more about EETAP visit the EETAP website at http://www.eetap.org/

Fundamentals of Environmental Education

An 11-week online course about the fundamentals of environmental education is appropriate
for both classroom teachers and for non-formal educators who work with students and/or
teachers. Participants may obtain three undergraduate or graduate credits from the
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point. All students, regardless of location, are eligible for
the in-state tuition rate. The course is also offered at a reduced cost for those who are not
interested in obtaining college credit.

The "Fundamentals of Environmental Education” online course was developed by the
Environmental Education and Training Partnership (EETAP) in collaboration with national
EE experts. It provides educators with the knowledge and skills necessary to incorporate
quality environmental education into their instruction. Participants discuss the history,
definition, and goals of environmental education; develop an understanding of the
professional roles and instructional methods of environmental educators; and interact with
other educators from across the country. Past course participants have given the course
excellent reviews.
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Summer 2008 Dates: June 2 — August 15 (Registration deadline May 2)
Fall 2008 Dates: September 8 — November 28 (Registration deadline August 8)

To learn more, visit the course web site: http://www.uwsp.edu/natres/eetap/index.aspx
or contact Angela Lemar (Angela.Lemar@uwsp.edu ) for a registration form.

To learn more about EETAP visit the EETAP website at http://www.eetap.org/

Leadership Development in Natural Resources: Strate  gic Planning and
Implementation

This 9-week online course entitled “Leadership Development in Natural Resources:
Strategic Planning and Implementation,” will be offered this fall through the University of
Wisconsin — Stevens Point.

The course is designed to assist environmental educators and natural resource
professionals in learning and applying key elements of successful strategic planning. A
variety of strategic planning models will be examined using case studies, simulation, and
small group activity. Emphasis will be placed on managing the strategic planning process to
build the capacity of organizations to provide effective environmental education programs.
The course was developed as a cooperative effort between the University of Wisconsin-
Stevens Point (UW-SP), the Environmental Education and Training Partnership (EETAP)
and Treehaven Environmental Learning Center.

Participants may obtain two graduate credits from the University of Wisconsin-Stevens
Point. All participants, regardless of location, are eligible for the in-state tuition rate. The
course is also offered as a non-credit workshop for those who are not seeking college credit.

Fall 2008 course dates: September 22 — November 21, 2008 (Registration Deadline
August 22)

To learn more , please visit www.uwsp.edu/natres/eetap/index.aspx__ or contact Michelle
Schiltz at mschiltz@uwsp.edu .

To register for the course please contact Angela Lemar in the UW-SP Continuing
Education office at (715) 346-3854 (Angela.Lemar@uwsp.edu).

Making EE Relevant for Culturally Diverse Audiences — NEW!

This 10-week on-line course is designed to provide participants with the basic knowledge
and skills needed to make EE relevant to culturally diverse audiences. Through this course
participants will broaden their perspective of EE to encompass interests and issues of
concern to culturally diverse audiences, assess barriers to participation among these
audiences, and apply cultural competency skills in building relationships and partnerships
with members of an audience they intend to work with in the future. Environmental
educators must understand how to work with and involve diverse populations to ensure that
their perspectives are heard and that they participate fully in environmental decisions being
made at the local, regional, and national levels. This online course has been developed in
collaboration with national EE experts who represent diverse cultural and ethnic
backgrounds. Although there are no prerequisites for this course, a working understanding
of environmental education is essential for success in this course. Participants may obtain
one undergraduate or graduate credit from the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point. Itis
also available as a non-credit workshop for those that are not seeking college credit. All
participants, regardless of location, are eligible for the in-state tuition rate.
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Fall 2008 course dates: September 2 — November 6, 2008
(Registration Deadline August 2)

To learn more , contact Ali Cordie (acordie@uwsp.edu).

To register for the course please contact Angela Lemar in the UW-SP Continuing
Education office at (715) 346-3854 (Angela.Lemar@uwsp.edu).

To learn more about EETAP visit the EETAP website at http://www.eetap.org/

More Conferences can be found on the CREEC 8 Websit e in the “EE
Calendar” or “For Providers” links.

EE Provider Highlights - Sierra Club California EE Legislation

This is the end of the April 2008 Region 8 CREEC Nesletter
Please submit items to Teresa “Tree” Lees for theaxt
CREEC E-Newsletter attlees@slocoe.org
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