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Changes for CREEC-LA 
       With the end of the school year come changes for many of us in the education community.  For my 
family, it means moving to where life and graduate school takes us.  My husband has been offered a 
doctoral fellowship at UCSB, so we will be moving to Santa Barbara 
where I will also be pursuing my graduate studies. My last day in Los 
Angeles with the CREEC Network will be June 15, after which I will be 
traveling to East Africa to volunteer and explore the continent for two 
months, returning and moving to Santa Barbara in September.  
       I have enjoyed working for the greater L.A. Environmental Education 
community this school year as your CREEC-LA Coordinator, reaching 
out to teachers and students, sharing Environmental Education programs 
and resources, and striving to bring the L.A. EE community together.  I leave knowing CREEC-LA is in 
good hands with our new coordinator, Candice Russell.  Candice has already been involved with several 
EE programs in California and has been an active supporter of CREEC in Orange County and L.A.  I know 
she will be a valuable resource for the community and bring much to the CREEC Network!   
       I hope you are able to connect with nature this summer, whether through a backpacking trip in the 
mountains, scuba diving off the Channel Islands, or bird-watching in your backyard!  Come back inspired 
and enthused for the next school year, ready to share your love for the environment with your students! 

Congratulations! 
CONGRATS TO DISNEY’S ENVIRONMENTALITY CHALLENGE PARTICIPANTS!  

Thank you to all the teachers from Los Angeles County who 
participated in Disney’s Environmentality Challenge this year!  I 
especially enjoyed visiting classrooms and brainstorming with 
students at Gallatin Elementary, Turning Point School, 24th Street 
Elementary, Toluca Lake Elementary, and Plymouth Elementary!! 
Four of this year’s semi-finalists came from the greater L.A. area.  
Congrats to Cassie Parilla’s class at Gallatin Elementary in 
Downey, Anna Zwicker’s class at Ocean View Elementary in 
Whittier, Christine Steigelman’s class at Manzanita Elementary in 
Newbury Park, and Julia Shepard’s class at Lampson Elementary 
in Garden Grove!  Disney’s Environmentality Challenge provides 
an opportunity for your class to “think green” with hands-on 
experiences, helping your students learn more about their 
environment and showing them why it’s cool to care about the                         

                                                           earth.  www.deckids.com  
 
2006 PRESIDENTIAL AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN SCIENCE TEACHING 
The 2006 Science Teacher from California is Ms. Anne Marie Wotkyns from J.B. Monlux MST Magnet 
School in Northridge, CA!  Anne Marie is an elementary school teacher who has been in many science 
professional development programs first as a participant and then as a presenter.  Anne Marie has done a 
terrific job of incorporating ocean studies and marine sciences into her own instruction and of imparting 
her knowledge and classroom experience to other teachers.  The award is given annually to math and 
science teachers across the United States who make outstanding contributions to their students and 
schools. The awards are administered by the National Science Foundation and each recipient receives a 
$10,000 educational grant and an all expense paid trip for two to Washington D.C. to accept the 
certificate. www.paemst.org 
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5th grade students from 24th Street Elementary 
kick off their Disney Environmentality Project 
with a visit from their CREEC Coordinator! 
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WINNERS OF THE QUIKSCIENCE OCEAN LEADERSHIP AWARD 
The Ocean Leadership Awards are a component of the USC-Quiksilver "QuikSCience" partnership to 
promote excellence in ocean science education. These awards serve to recognize educators who make 
outstanding contributions to K-12 ocean science education and who have demonstrated a commitment 
to developing and implementing effective and innovative approaches to learning and teaching of ocean 
sciences.   Please congratulate this year¹s awardees, each of whom will receive a $500 stipend and Ocean 
Leadership Award plaque.  Formal Teaching Awards: Dena Deck, Stephen Foster Elementary School, 
Lakewood; Oscar Espinoza, Roosevelt Middle School, Compton; Andrew Stephens, CALS Early College 
H.S., Los Angeles.  Commitment to Education Award: Dr. Stan Batten, R/V Seaworld UCLA.  Early 
Career Award: Benjamin Kay, Santa Monica H.S., Santa Monica.  www.usc.edu/quikscience 

EE Success Story 
H.S. STUDENTS HOLD ‘STUDENTS FOR A HEALTHY PLANET’ YOUTH SUMMIT   
       Along with completing a history assignment and finding a prom date, saving the environment is 
becoming a priority for high school students these days.  Rather than sit idly by, students from more than 
13 local private and public high schools are taking action, reaching out to their peers and insisting that 
they have the power to create change.  A group of environmentally-minded students attended the first 
‘Students for a Healthy Planet’ youth summit, where they brainstormed solutions to global warming and 
forming a green youth coalition.  Students from several L.A. County high schools, including Santa Monica 
H.S., Our Lady of Malibu, Dorsey H.S. and Environmental Charter H.S. gathered for the three-hour 
summit, hosted by the Crossroads Student Environmental Action Club and The Green Ambassadors, a 

coalition of Vistamar School, Hamilton H.S., Venice H.S. and 
Environmental Charter H.S.  More than 50 students attended the 
summit, cheering along as students spoke passionately about 
global warming and how teenagers should unite to make a 
difference, rather than sitting at home watching the most recent 
episode of “Laguna Beach” or listening to their iPods. The event 
incorporated sustainable practices, including the biodegradable 
plates on which the students ate their organic lunches.    
       Representing their school’s environmental and sustainability 
clubs, students shared green initiatives that have been 
implemented at their schools. At Santa Monica H.S., the goal of its 
Samohi Solar Alliance club is to transform the school into a zero-

emissions campus. The club is well on its way to achieving this goal, starting with the conversion of the 
H.S. pool to be heated by thermal power this summer.  The Crossroads School’s Student Environmental 
Action Club has helped minimize the presence of bottled water on campus, selling reusable water 
canisters that the students can fill up at vending machines. The school has also eliminated the use of 
polystyrene products and is working with the school to convert its fleet of buses to run on biodiesel.  
       Many companies target youths with their products and teenagers should use that power to their 
advantage, said Sabina Ibarra, an 11th grade student at Environmental Charter H.S.  “Youth should dictate 
what is hot, not corporations,” she said.  “Students should demand environmentally safe products, such 
as cell phones made from recycled parts and locally made organic cotton T-shirts that didn’t originate in 
sweatshops,” Ibarra cited as an example.  “We’re L.A. and if the youth of L.A. can get together, we can 
set the trend,” Ibarra said to the cheers and applause of her peers.    By Melody Hanatani, Santa Monica Daily Press 

EE Resources 
NEW NOAA MARINE SCIENCE EDUCATION MATERIALS! 
NOAA's Ocean Service Education Web site has just launched a new online tutorial, 
roadmap to data resources, and formal lesson plans on ocean currents.  Two 
inquiry-based lesson plans emphasizing hands-on activities using online data, 
correlated to National Science Education Standards, have been developed for students at the high school 
level. The lessons in ‘Motion in the Ocean’ and ‘Ready, Set, Drift!’ focus on the causes of ocean currents 
and navigating in coastal ocean currents.  http://oceanservice.noaa.gov/education   
 
STUDENTS’ GUIDE TO COMPOSTING 
Composting in the Classroom: Scientific Inquiry for High School Students, by Nancy Trautmann and Marianne 
Krasny, is a comprehensive guide for teachers interested in guiding composting research projects by high 
school students. Downloadable in PDF format.  http://compost.css.cornell.edu/CIC.html  
 
For more EE Resources, please go to CREEC’s Resource Directory at www.creec.org. 

Students inspect the B100 Biodiesel truck, which 
runs on fuel derived solely from soybeans. 
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Upcoming Trainings 
 
CATCH ON!  FISH CONTAMINATION, BIOACCUMULATION & HEALTHY FISHING 
Who:    K-12 teachers and informal educators 
When:  Saturday, June 9, 2007, 8:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Where: Cabrillo Marine Aquarium 
            San Pedro, CA 
Cost:    FREE 
Residual pesticides such as DDT in coastal waters off Los Angeles are a 
continuing threat to humans as well as other terrestrial and marine life. Here's a great opportunity to 
become more knowledgeable about the problem and what's being done about it, and to get many good 
resources for teaching.  Workshop includes: inquiry-based, hands-on exercises for K-12 teachers and a 
lecture by NOAA scientist David Witting. To register for the workshop, contact the COSEE-West office 
at UCLA at 310-206-8247 or cosee.west@gmail.com.  www.cabrilloaq.org/visitor.html 
 
SUMMER INSTITUTE IN MARINE SCIENCE 

Who:   6-12th grade teachers 
When:  June 25 - 29, 2007, 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Where: Moss Landing Marine Laboratories & field sites 
            Monterey Bay, CA 
Cost:    FREE 
Are you interested in current marine science research?  Would 
you like hands-on marine science and watershed activities to 
incorporate into your classroom? Join this continuing program 
that provides techniques for incorporating meaningful watershed 
and marine-related experiences into core curricula, while 

demonstrating how research data are collected, analyzed and used in resource management and 
protection of the marine environment.  Presented by Moss Landing Marine Laboratories and the 
Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary, this 5-day summer course in the heart of Monterey Bay 
includes: lab, field, schoolyard, computer, and classroom activities; lesson plans, handouts, data sheets, 
guide books, maps, and lectures to use in your classroom; meeting local experts in the areas of marine 
research, environmental monitoring, and data analysis; program staff that will visit your classroom; funding 
for lodging; continuing education units; and a stipend!  To register or for more information, go to 
http://teach.mlml.calstate.edu or contact Dr. Simona Bartl at sbartl@mlml.calstate.edu. 
 
THE RISING TIDES OF SCIENCE EDUCATION:  
PREPARING OUR STUDENTS FOR GLOBAL LEADERSHIP  
Who:   K-12 educators & administrators, college & university educators, professional organizations  
When:  June 28 – July 2, 2007 
Where: Asilomar conference grounds 
            Pacific Grove, CA 
Cost:     $175.00 for NSELA members. Non-member registration is $225.00 (includes materials,            
             workshops, seminars, fieldtrips, Monterey Bay Aquarium social, sunset BBQ, and ranger tours) 
The National Science Education Leadership Association (NSELA) 
annual summer institute is in California this summer at one of our 
state’s premiere locations: Asilomar conference grounds, a state 
park located on 107 acres of beachfront land. The NSELA Summer 
Leadership Institute provides a unique networking opportunity for 
science education leaders and features national experts and 
practitioners. The institute qualifies as NCLB, Title II – Part A, 
Professional Development.  Participants will study and network to 
develop and maintain effective leadership skills in science 
education. Institute strands will focus on STEM education 
leadership for the 21st century, the future of science education, 
the future of instructional technology, and the future of science teacher preparation and retention.  
Housing space is limited – early registration and housing reservation is strongly encouraged. Registration 
deadline is June 15, 2007.  www.nsela.org/calendar/calendar.html 
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GROUNDING IN BOTANY: INTEGRATING PLANTS 
INTO THE H.S. SCIENCE CLASSROOM  
Who:   high school biology/life science teachers  
When:  4 weeks, July 10-August 3, 2007 
            4 days a week, Tuesday-Friday 
Where: Huntington Library, Art & Botanical Gardens 
Cost:  FREE, includes $1,500 stipend & $500 grant  
With "Grounding in Botany,” a professional development course 
offered at the Huntington Botanical Gardens, we show you how 
using plants in the classroom can combine inexpensive materials, 
standards-based, engaging, naturally fit curriculum, and teaching 

with inquiry. Instruction includes practice of hands-on, inquiry-based classroom experiments, lectures, 
networking, creation of lesson plans, and resource reviews.  In addition, the course provides participants 
with a $1,500 stipend and a $500 classroom grant for supplies.  The course will include guest lectures 
from researchers at Caltech and UC Irvine.  If you are would like more information or would like to 
apply, please contact Mike Kerkman at 626-405-3586. www.huntington.org/Education/gib.html  
 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE & NASA TEACHER WORKSHOP 
Who:   K-8th grade teachers  
When:  July 20 - 21, 2007, 12:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 
Where: Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area 
            Thousand Oaks & Agoura Hills, CA 
Cost:    $35.00 materials fee  
Join the National Park Service and NASA for an exciting hands-on 
workshop that offers teachers a variety of ways to explore the Sun-Earth 
system with their students! Also explore how the Sun influences the native 
vegetation and reptiles of the Santa Monica Mountains, and learn about the 
Sun-Earth connections of the Chumash and Navajo.   One professional 
development credit is available through California Lutheran University for 
this course. Registration form and materials fee must be received by 
Friday, July 6, 2007. Workshop is filled on a first-come, first-served basis.  For more information contact 
Lisa Okazaki, Park Ranger, at 805-370-2348 or lisa_okazaki@nps.gov. 
 
GENERATION EARTH PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 2- DAY SUMMER INSTITUTE 

Who:    6-12th grade Los Angeles County Teachers & Administrators 
When:   July 25 - 26, 2007 
Where:  Eaton Canyon Nature Center, Pasadena, CA 
Cost:     FREE 
Are you an educator interested in creating an environmental service 
learning project with your students?  Workshop includes: tools to 

create a standards-based environmental service learning project, exploration of environmental issues in 
Los Angeles, resource publications, auditing techniques for schools, personalized project support, FREE 
bus for a project-related fieldtrip, resource fair to network with community partners, and a Teacher 
Action Guide.  This workshop also includes complimentary breakfast and lunch.  For more information or 
to request a registration form, contact Ana Maria Sanchez at 818-623-4855 or asanchez@treepeople.org.  
www.generationearth.com 

 
2007 BOEING TEACHER INSTITUTE: EXPLORING CALIFORNIA MARINE LIFE 
Who:     K-8th grade teachers 
When:   August 27 - 31 2007  
Where:  Aquarium of the Pacific & Santa Catalina Island 
Cost:     FREE 
Join us for a week of hands-on learning and discovery in the Aquarium of the Pacific’s Boeing Teacher 
Institute. Throughout the week, participants will receive an intensive introduction to the Aquarium, 
marine biology and Southern California’s diverse marine life, habitats and ecosystems. Guided tours, 
standards-based activities and field trips to such locales as Santa Catalina Island will provide teachers with 
an up-close look at California’s marine life. Each participant will also receive their very own aquarium 
complete with filtration and a guidebook on how to incorporate aquariums into their curriculum. Space is 
limited. Submit you application before June 15! For more information contact Alie LeBeau at 562-
951-1631.  www.aquariumofpacific.org/education/schoolprogramsinfo/C224/ 



 Page 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a newsletter 
submission?     

Contact Dana for 
submission guidelines! 

Contact CREEC-LA 

Dana Roeber Murray 

CREEC-LA Coordinator 

dmurray@treepeople.org 

818.623.4876 

www.creec.org/region11 

 

NOAA SEA GRANT PROJECT DESIGN AND EVALUATION TRAINING  
Who:    Educators, EE Providers, Education Program Developers 
When:  October 10-11, 2007, 8:00 AM – 4:30 PM 
Where: University of Southern California, Sea Grant Program 
            Los Angeles, CA 
Cost:    FREE for the 2-day course.  Registration: $30 (2 lunches) 
This course provides coastal resource management extension and 
education professionals with the knowledge, skills, and tools to design 
and implement projects that have measurable impacts on the audience 
they want to reach. This interactive curriculum can help you increase the effectiveness of your projects 
by applying valid instructional design theory to their design.  Contact Lynn Whitley at lwhitley@.usc.edu 
or 213-740-1964. Register Early!  www.csc.noaa.gov/cms/cls/project_design.html 
 

Community Events 
STAR ECO STATION’S 1ST ANNUAL WORLD OCEAN DAY 

When:  Friday, June 8, 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  
Where:  Dockweiler Beach, Playa Del Rey 
STAR ECO Station is inviting over 1,200 local students to 
Dockweiler Beach on Friday, June 8 for a fun-filled morning of 
marine education and exploration as part of the inaugural 
Children’s World Ocean Day celebration. In partnership with 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Association (NOAA), 
the STAR ECO Station has created this wonderful learning 
opportunity for fourth and fifth graders at Title-I (low-income) 
schools throughout Southern California. Supervised by STAR 
Education teachers and accompanied by classroom teachers, 
students will rotate through a variety of hands-on education 

stations that stress ocean awareness. For many of these children, it will be their first opportunity to 
explore our local beaches. For more information, call 310-842-8040. www.ecostation.org  
 
BUTTERFLY BONANZA AT RANCHO SANTA ANA BOTANIC GARDENS 
When:  Saturday, June 23, 2007, 2:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
Where: Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden 
            1500 N. College Avenue,  Claremont, CA 
Come and learn how to identify the great many butterfly species in the 
garden and help take a butterfly census. The great diversity of native plants 
in the garden are visited by an equally diverse community of insects, 
butterflies being the most prominent. The garden is home to plants that 
both the larva and adult butterfly need to survive in. There will be fun 
games, crafts and learning activities, butterfly hunts and lessons on how to grow your own butterfly 
gardens at home. Children must be accompanied by an adult.  Pre-registration is required.  $15 per child, 
no charge for accompanying adult.  Contact RSABG at 909-625-8767x224.  www.rsabg.org 
 
More Community Events can be found on the CREEC-LA Website in the “Calendar” www.creec.org 

Contests & Grants 
NATURE OF LEARNING GRANTS 
Deadline:  June 15, 2007 
The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation gives grants to organizations to start or expand Nature of 
Learning programs in their communities. Grants support start-up expenses associated with new programs 
and give continued support to existing Nature of Learning programs. The Nature of Learning is the 
National Wildlife Refuge System’s community-based environmental education initiative that seeks to use 
National Wildlife Refuges as outdoor classrooms to promote greater understanding of local conservation 
issues; encourage interdisciplinary approaches to learning that enhance student academic achievement; 
use field experiences and student-led stewardship projects to connect classroom lessons to real world 
issues; and partner local schools, community groups, natural resource professionals and local businesses. 
Maximum award: varies. Eligibility: programs involving a partnership among a local school(s), community 
group (e.g., Refuge Support Group), and National Wildlife Refuge.  www.nfwf.org 
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NEEF ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION AWARD 
Deadline: June 30, 2007  
The National Environmental Education Foundation (NEEF) announces the creation of the Richard C. 
Bartlett Environmental Education Award to honor an outstanding educator who has successfully 
integrated environmental education into his or her daily education programs. The winner will be awarded 
$5,000 for his or her continued work in environmental education.  www.neefusa.org/bartlett 
 
NSTA NEW SCIENCE TEACHER ACADEMY FELLOWSHIPS 
Deadline:  September 30, 2007 
Who:        6-12th grade teachers in their first through third years of teaching 
There are two tiers of participation in the New Science Teacher Academy: NSTA Fellows and NSTA 
Associate Fellows.  Both fellowships include a year-long immersion in a host of science-related activities 
and professional development opportunities. A comprehensive NSTA membership package and an NSTA 
funded trip to attend NSTA’s national conference are among the wide array of learning experiences 
available to participants.   NSTA Fellows will also receive online mentoring with trained mentors who 
teach in the same discipline. www.nsta.org/academy 
 
SEAWORLD/BUSCH GARDENS/FUJIFILM ENVIRONMENTAL EXCELLENCE AWARDS 
Deadline: November 30, 2007 
Grants for Students & Teachers Working to Protect & Preserve the Environment 2008 recognize the 
outstanding efforts of students and teachers across the country who are working at the grassroots level 
to protect and preserve the environment. Maximum award: $10,000. Eligibility: all schools (grades K-12) 
and community groups.  www.swbg-animals.org/conservation-matters/eea/about.htm 
 
APPRENTICE ECOLOGIST INITIATIVE™ 
The goal of the Apprentice Ecologist Initiative is to elevate young people, including disadvantaged and at-
risk youth, into leadership roles by engaging them in environmental stewardship projects.  A $500 
scholarship will be awarded annually to the author of the top Apprentice Ecologist essay. 
www.wildernessproject.org/volunteer_apprentice_ecologist  
 
L.A. COUNTY SERVICE-LEARNING MINI GRANT PROGRAM 
L.A. County Schools (LAUSD schools are not eligible) & non-profit organizations located in L.A. County 
are eligible to apply for mini grants of up to $1000 to support their service-learning projects.  Projects 
must show a direct link between service and curriculum or learning objectives.  Contact Katie Moore for 
an application at 213-316-2104 or katie@crf-usa.org. 
 

Conference 
16TH ANNUAL CALIFORNIA SCIENCE TEACHER ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE  
Deadline:  Early-Bird Registration June 30, 2007 
When:      October 25-28, 2007 
Where:     Long Beach Convention Center 
                Long Beach, CA  
Cost:        $98 for CSTA members if you register by June 30, 2007 
The 2007 conference will feature some of the biggest names in the space and forensic sciences. Want to 
know more about the discovery that led to change of classification of Pluto from plane to dwarf planet?  
Or about what it is like to "speak for the dead"?  This year's conference will feature speakers that can 
answer these questions and more!  There are ten focus speakers scheduled to present topics ranging 
from astronomy and evolution to climate change and student achievement. Over 200 one-hour 
workshops will be offered for teachers in every science discipline and every grade level, including life 
science, earth science, physical science, literacy, EL, technology, pedagogy, assessment, and much more!  
Field courses offered at the 2007 conference include hands-on, investigative field work on board a real 
research vessel, a visit to the California Science Center, kayaking in the Newport Back Bay, a behind-the-
scenes look at the Aquarium of the Pacific, snorkeling at Catalina, and other fascinating programs and 
destinations throughout the Long Beach area.  Upper-division university credit is available.  To request a 
registration brochure, e-mail registration@cascience.org. www.cascience.org/conference 

This newsletter is a publication of the California Regional Environmental Education Community (CREEC) Network in Los Angeles 
County.  CREEC is administered by the California Department of Education, Environmental Education Program, in partnership with 

numerous agencies.  In Los Angeles County, CREEC is housed by the non-profit TreePeople. 

 


