Kern County Network for Children

General Collaborative Meeting

September 15, 2011
The September 15, 2011 meeting of the Kern County General Collaborative was called to order at approximately 8:30 AM at the University Square Building, 2000 ‘K’ Street, Bakersfield, CA.
I. Welcome

Michelle Collier called the meeting to order welcoming those in attendance.  It was noted that KCNC Governing Board proxy Carolyn Hill was in attendance, as well as Kern Cares Committee Member Brian Mendiburu.

II. California Youth Connection – Olivia Villarreal
Olivia talked about the California Youth Connection Foster Youth Resource Card that was available at the resource tables.  The card lists resources for education, employment, housing, health, food and alcohol, drugs, recovery and prevention.  California Youth Connection (CYC) is guided, focused and driven by current and former foster youth with the assistance of other committed community members. CYC promotes the participation of foster youth in policy development and legislative change to improve the foster care system, and strives to improve social work practice and child welfare policy. CYC Chapters in counties throughout the state identify local issues and use grassroots and community organizing to create change.  For more information call 661-636-4488.
III. Junior League of Bakersfield – Sally Wortendyke
Sally provided information on the Junior League of Bakersfield (JLB) Project and Enabling Fund proposal applications from non-profit community organizations used for the purpose of improving the welfare of women and children in Bakersfield and Kern County.  Non-profit agencies that successfully complete the Project and/or Enabling Fund Application and meet the stated criteria will be considered for funding.  Applications are available on the JLB website (www.juniorleagueofbakersfield.org) and at the Junior League of Bakersfield office at 1928 19th Street, Bakersfield, CA 93301. The filing deadline is Thursday, December 1st.  If you require help or have questions regarding the applications, please call the Junior League office at 661-322-1671. Office hours are Monday through Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. You may leave a message after hours.
IV. Greater Bakersfield Legal Assistance Inc. – Erica Stephens, Fair Housing Coordinator
Erica provided a PowerPoint presentation on the Fair Housing Law Project.  The Fair Housing Law Project (FHLP) was established under a grant awarded to Greater Bakersfield Legal Assistance, Inc. (GBLA) in April 2011 by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).  FHLP provides community education and outreach, Investigates complaints of housing discrimination and provides fair housing legal services.  For more information call 661-334-4697 toll free and TTY:  888-292-4252, ext. 1179, by e-mail fairhousing@gbla.org or visit their web site at www.gbla.org.
V. Bakersfield Vet Center – Vernon Valenzuela

Vernon invited everyone to attend the grand opening of the Bakersfield Vet Center on Saturday, September 24, 2011 from 10:30 am – 4:00 pm at 1110 Golden State Ave in Bakersfield.  A flag raising ceremony will take place at 10:30 and guest speakers will follow, lunch will be provided, featuring entertainment from the Latin Lobos and Vets’ Quartet.  For more information call 661-323-VETS (8387).
VI. Community Announcements

Community announcements were given by some collaborative members.  The announcements that were submitted are attached below.
VII. Adjourn

THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING!

Next Collaborative Meeting:

Thursday, October 20, 2011 / 8:30 AM - 10:00 AM

University Square Building - Room US1, 2000 K Street, Bakersfield, CA
General Collaborative Announcements
September 15, 2011
Boys & Girls Club of Kern County Day for Kids Street Fair:  Celebrating the positive and meaningful time spent between adults and kids is what Boys & Girls Club Day for Kids is all about.  Join our celebration and share a moment, create a memory and make your kid’s day!  Saturday September 17, 2011 from 11 am - 4pm, at the Boys & Girls Clubs of Kern County located at 801 Niles Street.  For more information please contact Renee Stancil at 661-325-3730.
Quilts of Valor is a National Nonprofit Organization whose mission is to cover ALL Millitary Men and Women…those touched by the War on Terror, who have served active duty. The wounded and military men and women from Kern County will receive priority to receive a handmade quilt sponsored by Cotton Patch Quilters of Kern County and Woman’s Club of Bakersfield.  This is the 2nd Annual Presentation in Kern County.  Last year, 60 quilts were presented - local dignitaries are there to present the beautiful quilts. We have had a hard time getting the word around town, especially in the smaller communities where we know there are more military men and women.  The QOV presentation will be held Saturday October 8, 2011 from 10 am – 12 pm at the Woman’s Club on 18th & D Street.  Admission is free to everyone.  Refreshments will be served!  Doors will open at 9:30 am.  The only process for receiving a quilt is to fill out a request form…which will be on the table with the flier.  For more information please contact Laura Colbert at 661-845-1532 x66155.
Senator Michael J. Rubio is hosting Job/Training Fairs that will focus on careers in the energy industries in Kern County.  We encourage agencies and nonprofits that assist individuals attain the training and certification necessary for a job in Kern’s growing energy industry to join us or spread the word. For more information contact Linda Fiddler at linda@michaelrubio.org or (661) 703-2689.

Times and locations:

Shafter - Wednesday, October 12th, 3:30 pm - 6:00 pm at Mannel Park, Shafter

Lamont - Thursday, October 27th, 3:30 pm - 6:00 pm at David Head Center, 10300 San Diego St., Lamont

Join us Greenfield Collaborative HELPS partners for our Annual Open House Tuesday, October 11, 2011 from 5 pm - 7 pm at the Greenfield Family Resource Center located at 5400 Monitor St., Bakersfield.  Our center is dedicated to helping families in our community with access to needed resources.  Join us on October 11th and meet the children and families in the Greenfield Union School District.  We are looking for more collaborative partners to have informational booths to reserve your booth today call Rose Hicks at 661-837-3720.

Zoe & Anne Marie, two 6th graders, are working on a reading project for school.  They want to know if the use of blocking techniques in conjunction with a slant board will improve fluency for struggling readers.  This means they need struggling readers to test! They have already tested more than 50 children.  They need at least 50 MORE children.  They are offering a free cookie or cupcake to all readers between 2nd and 8th grade who are willing to read several rhymes for them.  The children must have permission from a parent or guardian to take part in the project and receive a treat. Will you please consider allowing the girls to come to your school site/organization to test at any time of the day or sending a flyer home with your students?  They have tested at every library in Bakersfield and will be returning to the libraries this month.  You may contact the students at LLFLOHR@hotmail.com to schedule testing at your school organization.
