Kern County Network for Children

General Collaborative Meeting

June 17, 2010

The June 17, 2010 meeting of the Kern County General Collaborative was called to order at approximately 8:30 AM at the University Square Building, 2000 ‘K’ Street, Bakersfield, CA.

I. Welcome

Michelle Humekcy called the meeting to order welcoming those in attendance.  It was noted that KCNC Governing Board member Vernon Valenzuela was in attendance.
II. 5 Minute Spotlight

Annalyse Baziuk from Community Action Partnership of Kern provided the 5 minute spotlight of the services that are available at the Family Health Center.  For more information on Community Action Partnership of Kern Health Center visit their website at http://www.capk.org or call 661-336-5300.
III. “Pills and Thirlls: Pharming for Death - Kern Youth Council
The Kern Youth Council is educating the community, schools and peers about the issue in order to create awareness on the dangers of prescription drugs.  The Youth Council provided a PowerPoint presentation on Pills and Thrills: Pharming for Death.  There is a new craze affecting teens and it’s infamously called pharming.  Pharming is the new way to party and do drugs.  The mixing occurs at parties where teens will bring random pills and place them in bowl to share with others - A Pharm Party.  Youth will raid parent’s medicine cabinet for pills, the mixture is known as “trail mix”.  What can parents do?: 1) Safeguard all drugs at home;  2) Set clear rules for teens about all drug use;  3) Be a good role model;  4) Properly dispose of old or unneeded medicines;  5) Ask friends and family to safeguard their prescription drugs as well.  For more information contact Lorena Diaz at 661-868-6804.

IV. Kim Albers and Sandra Gutierrez - Homelessness Prevention/Rapid Re-Housing
Kim and Sandra provided handouts and an overview of Homelessness Prevention/Rapid Re-Housing.  This program provides homelessness prevention assistance to families/individuals who are experiencing a situational financial crisis and who have no other available housing options, financial resources, or support networks.  For more information or to refer families call Flood 661-323-5663 or Employers’ Training Resource 661-325-HIRE ask for Sandra Gutierrez.
V. Ray Pruitt - Home Alone – When is it Safe to Leave Children Alone?
Ray Pruitt from the Kern County Sheriff’s Office talked about leaving children home alone.  The State of California does not have a statute of age when it is appropriate to leave children alone.  It is up to the discretion of the parent or guardian.  Children left alone should know the following: 1) Address, phone number, mom and dad’s name; 2) How to properly use 911 (death or bodily injury;); 3) what is a stranger? 4) good safety measures lock all doors and windows and have a key;  5) never answer the door when home alone;  6) don’t give out personal information on the phone; 7) what to do in case of fire – how do they get out; 8) list of emergency phone numbers; 9) identify two neighbors on the block as safe houses.  For more water safety information visit the Kern Cares website at http://kerncares.org/monthly-themes/latchkey-children/.
VI. 5 Minute Spotlight for August
Tammy Reynolds from Goodwill Industries was the winning name for the 5 minute Spotlight for the month of August.

VII. KCNC Collaborative Drive - Food Drive

Kim Silva from the Kern County Network for Children announced that there were 88 items donated that morning.  The winning accredited collaborative was Kern River Valley.
VIII. Community Announcements

Community announcements were given by some collaborative members.
IX. Adjourn

THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING!

Next Collaborative Meeting:

Thursday, July 15, 2010 / 8:30 AM - 10:00 AM

University Square Building - Room US1, 2000 K Street, Bakersfield, CA
