Kern County Network for Children

General Collaborative Meeting

May 20, 2010

The May 20, 2010 meeting of the Kern County General Collaborative was called to order at approximately 8:30 AM at the University Square Building, 2000 ‘K’ Street, Bakersfield, CA.

I. Welcome

Tom Corson called the meeting to order welcoming those in attendance.  It was noted that KCNC Governing Board member Vernon Valenzuela as well as proxy Deanna Cloud were in attendance.
II. 5 Minute Spotlight

Zane Smith from Boys & Girls Club of Kern County provided the 5 minute spotlight on the different programs that are available at the Boys & Girls Club.  They are located at 39 sites including some schools in the Bakersfield City School District and Lamont School District, the main site is located at 801 Niles Street.  Their mission is to inspire and enable young people, especially those who need us the most, to realize their full potential as productive, responsible and caring citizens.  For more information on the Boys & Girls Club of Kern County visit their website at http://www.bgclubsofkerncounty.org or contact Zane Smith at 661-325-3730.
III. Mariel Mehdipour - Kern County Public Health
Mariel provided a PowerPoint presentation on Chronic Disease Disorder.  The goal is to reduce cardiovascular disease by creating linkages between the health care and worksite sectors and community based organizations to improve self-management and control of cardiovascular risk factors.  Develop innovative strategies and activities to promote systems change in the worksite and health care sectors, (e.g. increase access to and participation in Chronic Disease Self-Management Program and other community based resources).  The objectives for this project are:  1) Expand the reach of (access to) the evidence-based, Chronic Disease Self-Management Program, 2) Increase collaboration between county programs, departments, and agencies and the local health care or worksite sectors, and 3) Increase the number of people who are managing their risk factors for cardiovascular disease including diabetes, high blood pressure, high cholesterol, tobacco use, and arthritis.  For more information on Chronic Disease Disorder contact Mariel Mehdipour at 661-868-0326.
IV. Tammy Reynolds and Sister Marie Francis Schroepfer - Goodwill Industries
Tammy and Sister Marie Francis provided a PowerPoint presentation on the GoodGuides Youth Mentoring Program.  GoodGuides focus is to increase the resiliency of the youth to make good decisions for their future, with the emphasis being on career exploration.  Funding for this program is in place for the next two to five years, allowing the youth and their families to participate at no charge to them.  The GoodGuides Youth Mentoring program intends to reach over 100 qualified youth in the first two years.  The target population of GoodGuides is minors age 12 to 17 who are assessed as moderate to high risk of academic delinquency.  For more information on the GoodGuides Youth Mentoring Program contact Tammy Reynolds at 661-837-0595 x361 or if you are interested in becoming a mentor contact Sister Marie Francis Schroepfer at 661-837-0595 x363.
V. Sean Collins and Heidi Carter-Escudero - Water Safety Month
Sean Collins from the Kern County Fire Department played a 30 second PSA on Water Safety and provided safety tips on keeping children safe around water.  Heidi Carter from the Department of Human Services/Children’s Advocacy Committee passed out badges that should be worn by responsible adults when children are in or around water.  The person wearing the badge is responsible in watching the kids in the water for 15 minutes.  The badge should be traded off with other adults in 15 minute intervals.  For more water safety information visit the Kern Cares website at http://kerncares.org/monthly-themes/water-safety/.
VI. 5 Minute Spotlight for June
Ann Baziuk from Community Action Partnership of Kern was the winning name for the 5 minute Spotlight for the month of June.

VII. KCNC Collaborative Drive - Food Drive

Alicia Garcia from the Kern County Network for Children announced that there were 108 items donated that morning.  The winning accredited collaborative was the Richardson Center.
VIII. Community Announcements

Community announcements were given by some collaborative members.
IX. Adjourn

THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING!

Next Collaborative Meeting:

Thursday, June 17, 2010 / 8:30 AM - 10:00 AM

University Square Building - Room US1, 2000 K Street, Bakersfield, CA
