Kern County Network for Children

General Collaborative Meeting

March 18, 2010

The March 18, 2010 meeting of the Kern County General Collaborative was called to order at approximately 8:30 AM at the University Square Building, 2000 ‘K’ Street, Bakersfield, CA.

I. Welcome

Michelle Humecky called the meeting to order welcoming those in attendance.  It was noted that KCNC Governing Board member Vernon Valenzuela as well as proxy Deanna Cloud were in attendance.
II. 5 Minute Spotlight

Nichoal Swenson and her colleagues Laura Ornelas, Veronica Mata and Becky Balderas from the Kern County Probation Department provided the 5 minute spotlight on the Repeat Offender Prevention Program (ROPP).  The ROPP program is for children 15 ½ years of age or younger who are first time offenders and have 3 or 4 risk factors present.  The risk factors are family issues, pre-delinquency behaviors, substance abuse issues and school issues.  The ROPP team members include Mental Health case manages, Family Advocates and Substance Abuse Specialists.  Services provided are intensive supervision, mentoring, wrap around, parent project, aggression replacement training, social skills groups, community service, enrichment services, court intervention, office/school conferences, drug testing and referral and follow-up.  For more information on the ROPP program contact Robert Kilgore, Metro Bakersfield and East Kern Supervisor at 661-852-5693 or Patrick Flores, North Kern Supervisor at 661-720-5835.
III. Robert Rodriguez - California Highway Patrol
Robert Rodriguez provided a PowerPoint presentation giving an overview of Road Safety/Distracted Driving. He also played a video of Donavan a teenager killed in a car accident due to reckless driving by his girlfriend.  Traffic accidents are the #1 cause for teen deaths.  The KCNC will be hosting a training on Impact Teen Drivers on April 8th.  Impact Teen Drivers was organized for the purpose of providing awareness and education to teenagers, their parents, and community members about all facets of responsible driving, with the goal of reducing the number of injuries and deaths suffered by teen drivers as a result of distracted driving and poor decision making.  The speakers for this training are Martha Tessmer (Donavan’s mother) and Sergeant John Maxfield and Officer Matt Radke from the CHP Central Division in Fresno.  For more information on Impact Teen Drivers visit their website at www.impactteendrivers.org.
IV. Michael Penney - Veterans Service Department and Jenny Frank - Employers Training Resource
Michael and Jenny provided a PowerPoint presentation giving an overview of services available at the Veterans Service Department.  The Kern County Veterans Service Department promotes veterans’ rights, veterans’ issues, and access to services and benefits.  It works with community organizations, local, state, and federal agencies to identify and obtain benefits for all veterans and their families.  They offer assistance with VA Claims, education assistance, mortgage assistance, discharge upgrades, VA medical services, social security administration, job counseling and placement, and drug and alcohol recovery programs.  For more information on the Veteran Service Department visit their website at www.co.kern.ca.us./veterans/ or call 661-868-7300.
V. Tammy Burns - Early Childhood Council of Kern
Tammy Burns brought copies of the Annual Report Card from the Early Child Care Council of Kern.  If anyone needs more report cards please call 661-636-4444 or for more information on this program visit their web site at http://kcsos.kern.org/eccouncil/.
VI. 5 Minute Spotlight for May
Maggie Cushine from the Boys & Girls Club of Kern County was the winning name for the 5 minute Spotlight for the month of May.

VII. KCNC Collaborative Drive – Personal Care/Hygiene Drive

Martha Gómez and Alicia Garcia from the Kern County Network for Children announced that there were 392 items donated that morning.  The winning accredited collaborative was the Indian Wells Valley Collaborative.
VIII. Community Announcements

Community announcements were given by some collaborative members.
IX. Adjourn

THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING!

Next Collaborative Meeting:

Thursday, May 20, 2010

8:30 AM - 10:00 AM

University Square Building - Room US1, 2000 K Street, Bakersfield, CA
