Kern County Network for Children

General Collaborative Meeting

February 18, 2010

The February 18, 2010 meeting of the Kern County General Collaborative was called to order at approximately 8:30 AM at the Kern County Superintendent of Schools Building 1300 17th Street, Bakersfield, CA.

I. Welcome

Michelle Humecky called the meeting to order welcoming those in attendance.  It was noted that KCNC Governing Board member’s Vernon Valenzuela and Tammy Burns as well as proxy Alan Paradise were in attendance.  

II. 5 Minute Spotlight

Sandy Morris from the Bakersfield Police Department Crime Prevention Unit provided the 5 minute spotlight.  Sandy gave an overview on the many crime prevention programs including programs for children and seniors.  Sandy asked that we all must play an active role in crime prevention and it is a community issue.  She informed the group that one current crime is “gas pump skimmers,” meaning people stealing information from folk’s debt/credit cards when they pay at the pump.  It is safer to pay with cash.  For more information of crime prevention programs you can contact Sandy at (661) 326-3051.
III. Steven Rodrigue - City of Bakersfield Code Enforcement Department
Steven Rodrigue provided a power point presentation giving an overview of code enforcement within the city of Bakersfield.  Steven explained that Code Enforcement Officers have the authority and powers necessary to gain compliance with the provisions of the Bakersfield Municipal Code and applicable state codes.  The Code Enforcement Officer has power to do the following:
· Issue notices of violations

· Issue correction orders

· Issue field citations 

· Inspect public or private property 

· Use of judicial and administrative remedies for public nuisances

The duty of the property owner is to abate any public nuisance existing upon that property which shall be deemed to include the abutting half of the street and/or alley, and between the sidelines thereof as extended. By definition the “Property Owner” shall mean the owner of property whose name and address appears on the latest equalized county assessment roll and the word “street” shall be deemed to include the sidewalk space.  Abatement by the owner means it the responsibility of any owner of real property on which a public nuisance exists, to cause the nuisance to be abated and it must be abated prior to the arrival of the city or its contractors to do the work.  Finally the work shall be done to the satisfaction of the city.  Any property owner who fails to abate a public nuisance within the time prescribed in any notice or order shall be assessed the cost of an abatement performed by the City. Where violation(s) of the Bakersfield Municipal Code cannot be resolved through the informal remedies the Code Enforcement Officer shall abate the nuisance through the use of the judicial and administrative remedies available for the abatement of public nuisances. 

Poorly maintained homes and apartments can lower neighborhood property values; negatively effect neighborhood pride; and contribute towards crime as well as health and safety hazards.  Should you as a concerned resident observe violations in your neighborhood, you can report code enforcement violations in your area to the following:

· City Limits of Bakersfield - Bakersfield Code Enforcement at (661) 326-3712

· Unincorporated Areas of Bakersfield  - Kern County Code Compliance at (661) 862-8603

IV. Tony Martinez, Bakersfield Police Department - Graffiti Removal

Tony gave an overview of the City of Bakersfield's Anti-Graffiti Program that assists the residents of Bakersfield with the eradication of graffiti. Residents, or merchants, whose property has been vandalized with graffiti receive free matching paint to enable them to remove the graffiti promptly. Graffiti vandalism should be reported immediately.
With the help of Bakersfield's Police Department GHOST Program and the City Attorney's Office, numerous individuals have been apprehended and prosecuted. Besides facing criminal prosecution, offenders also must deal with civil prosecution from the City Attorney's Office for financial damages incurred to the City.

The Anti-Graffiti Program has received tremendous support from the residents and business community. Bakersfield is a better place to live because of your cooperation!  You can report graffiti by calling the City's Graffiti Hotline number is 32-ERASE (323-7273).

V. Department of Human Services – Safe Surrender Baby

Safe Safely Surrendered Baby Law (SSB) was implemented on January 1, 2001, in response to the increasing number of abandoned baby deaths in California. The law is intended to spare the life of an infant by encouraging parents or persons with lawful custody to safely surrender an infant at a "safe surrender site" within 72 hours of the child's birth rather than abandoning them in an unsafe location. In October 2005, Governor Schwarzenegger signed legislation extending the SSB Law permanently, effective January 1, 2006.  February has been declared Safely Surrendered Baby Awareness Month in Kern County. Any woman who has had a baby, but feels she cannot care for or able to keep the infant can safely surrender her baby (up to 3 days old) into the hands of staff at any Emergency Room or Fire Station without worrying that she will be arrested or prosecuted for child abandonment.

12 Kern County babies whose lives were saved because of this important law. The Safely Surrendered Baby Coalition is a partnership that includes the Kern County Fire Department, the Department of Human Services, and
the Kern County Network for Children’s Child Abuse Prevention Council, Public Health, First 5 Kern, Kern County Right to Life, Kern Medical Center, Clinica Sierra Vista, and representatives from many local and regional hospitals. Since the law was put into place, the task of educating our Kern County residents about this law has fallen to a committee of dedicated individuals representing a long list of departments, non-profits, hospitals, and stakeholders.

SSB posters and brochures are available, free of charge, to requesting individuals and organizations. Visit their web site at www.babysafe.ca.gov  for more information. 

VI. 5 Minute Spotlight for March
Nichoal Swenson from the Kern County Probation Department was the winning name for the 5 minute Spotlight for the month of March.

VII. KCNC Collaborative Drive - Breakfast Item Drive

Kim Silva and Alicia Garcia from the Kern County Network for Children announced that there were 30 items donated that morning.  The winning accredited collaborative was the Lost Hills Collaborative.
VIII. Announcements

Announcements were given by some collaborative members.

IX. Adjourn

THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING!

Next Collaborative Meeting:

Thursday, March 18, 2010

8:30 AM - 10:00 AM

University Square Building - Room US1

2000 K Street, Bakersfield, CA
