Kern County Network for Children

General Collaborative Meeting

February 17, 2011
The February 17, 2011 meeting of the Kern County General Collaborative was called to order at approximately 8:30 AM at the University Square Building, 2000 ‘K’ Street, Bakersfield, CA.
I. Welcome

Michelle Humecky called the meeting to order welcoming those in attendance.  It was noted that KCNC Governing Board members Leslie Golich, Vernon Valenzuela and Bill Phelps were in attendance.
II. Teen Pregnancy: Prevention Strategies - Shelley Northrop, RN/MSN/PHN
Shelley provided a presentation on Teen Pregnancy: Prevention Strategies.  The CA Office of Family Planning established criteria for comprehensive sexual health education curriculum.  These criteria comprise characteristics of effective programs; legislative mandates in accordance with Health and Safety Code and Education Code pertaining to sexual health education; and other OFP requirements.  California Education Code (EC)

 HYPERLINK "http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=edc&group=51001-52000&file=51933"  51933 specifies that school districts are not required to provide comprehensive sexual health education, but if they choose to do so, they shall comply with a list of requirements.  For more information on Teen Pregnancy: Prevention Strategies contact Shelley Northrop at 661-636-4539.
III. Safely Surrender Baby Month - Heidi Carter, Kern County Department of Human Services, Kristin Brada, Mercy Hospitals of Bakersfield and Brandon Smith, Kern County Fire Department
Heidi, Kristin and Brandon provided a PowerPoint presentation on Safely Surrender Baby Month.  The purpose of the Safely Surrender Baby (SSB) Law is to protect infants from abandonment.  Abandoning an infant puts the child in extreme danger and is also illegal. This law helps prevent exposing the child to the risks of abandonment and helps protect the parent from prosecution for criminal child abandonment.  Under this law, no one ever has to abandon a child again.  A parent or person with lawful custody can safely surrender a baby confidentially and without fear of prosecution within 72 hours of birth.  The SSB law requires the baby be taken to a hospital emergency room and city or county fire station.  The SSB law provides a safe alternative to desperate mothers who are unwilling or unable to keep their babies.  At the time of surrender, a bracelet is placed on the baby for identification purposes and a matching bracelet provided to the parent or lawful guardian in case the baby is reclaimed.  A parent or person with lawful custody has up to 14 days from the time of surrender to reclaim their baby.  For more information on the Safely Surrender Baby Law visit this website http://www.babysafe.ca.gov.
IV. Community Announcements

Community announcements were given by some collaborative members.
VII. Adjourn

THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING!

Next Collaborative Meeting:

Thursday, March 17, 2011 / 8:30 AM - 10:30 AM

Kern County Superintendent of Schools - Room 1A, 1300 17th Street, Bakersfield, CA

