Kern County Network for Children

General Collaborative Meeting

January 21, 2010
The January 21, 2010 meeting of the Kern County General Collaborative was called to order at approximately 8:30 AM at the Kern County Superintendent of Schools Building 1300 17th Street, Bakersfield, CA.

I. Welcome

Michelle Humecky called the meeting to order welcoming those in attendance.  It was noted that KCNC Governing Board member Vernon Valenzuela and proxies Alan Paradise and Deanna Cloud were in attendance.  Also in attendance was Brian Williams from assembly woman Jean Fuller’s office.

II. 5 Minute Spotlight

Michelle mentioned that Michelle Turner from Community Action Partnership of Kern was not able to be at the meeting but her photo and agency information were featured on the KCNC website for the month of January.
III. Elisa Sequiera - Naleo Educational Fund

Elisa did a presentation on ya es hora ¡HAGASE CONTAR!  The principal goal of this campaign is to increase mail response rates among Latino households in the United States through a sustained and aggressive community education initiative.  In addition, the ya es hora ¡HAGASE CONTAR! campaign, will seek to:

· Inform Latinos about the importance of a full census count, how it affects their daily lives, the impact of the Census on their community and the benefits of participating.
· Assure Latinos that the Census will maintain their information confidential and private, as protected by federal law and by sworn employees.
· Mobilize the national, statewide, and local grassroots networks that have supported past phases of the ya es hora campaign to help disseminate information about the 2010 Census and assist the community in being counted.
· Amplify the impact of the Census Bureau's message by adding an independent and trusted community message focused on empowerment and protecting the future.
· Through a coordinated effort between community organizations and Spanish-language media, expand the message platform to go beyond paid advertising to community programming and Spanish-language media's innovative programming.
For more information on this campaign visit their website at www.yaeshora.info.  A Train-the-Trainer workshop will take place on Thursday, February 11th from 1:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. at the Kern County Superintendent of Schools Office located at 1300 17th Street register online: http://hagasecontar.yaeshora.info/eventos/ or for more information call Sallie Ayala-Pérez (209) 602-8304 or email sperez@naleo.org
IV. Sean Kenny - Mercy and Memorial Hospitals Wellness Program
Sean provided information on the Wellness Program available at Mercy and Memorial Hospitals.  Health screenings include: Blood Pressure, Cholesterol, Blood Sugar and Body Composition.  Health education topics include:  Stress Management, Heart Disease, Healthy Eating/Exercise, Diabetes Prevention & Management, Diabetic Nutrition, Cholesterol, Hypertension, and others.
For more information on the Wellness Program call (661) 861-0852.

V. Miguel Salazar - Kern County Dept. of Human Services - Connecting Community Resources with CalWORKs Clients
Miguel works with CalWorks Clients who sometimes need crisis services.  He was looking for resources and flyers to offer to his clients at orientation.  If you have resources that would help his clients please call him at (661) 633-7215.
VI. Carmen Bernal and Jim Wheeler - United Way of Kern County
Carmen and Jim did a PowerPoint presentation on the Community Impact Agenda.  The UWKC’s Community Impact Agenda was developed after more than two years of consultation and conversation with a diverse cross-section of our community: business, nonprofit service providers, government, educators, donors, volunteers and members of the faith community.  The result is a new framework for United Way’s work.

Tools for Financial Stability
· Helping working families achieve the financial stability that leads to independence. 

· 10-Year Plan to End Chronic Homelessness. 

Preparing Children for Success
· Preparing children for kindergarten. 

· Improving reading skills among third-graders. 

· Preparing foster youth for independent adulthood. 

Safety Net for Basic Human Needs
· Food, shelter, clothing. 

· Protection from abuse. 

· Emergency services in times of crisis. 

Community Linkage
· Support of a county-wide 2-1-1 information and referral service. 

· Facilitating volunteerism. 

· Building capacity in the nonprofit sector. 

With specific strategies and objectives in these Areas of Impact, United Way and its partners are working to produce and measure lasting community-level change on issues that matter most to Kern County. Achieving results will involve much more than just raising and distributing funds. It requires new thinking, new partnerships and a community-wide commitment to change.
For more information on United Way call (661) 834-1820 or visit their website at www.uwkern.org/.
VII. 5 Minute Spotlight for February
Sandy Morris from the Bakersfield Police Department was the winning name for the 5 minute Spotlight for the month of February.

VIII. KCNC Collaborative Drive – Cleaning Drive
Kim Silva and Alicia Garcia from the Kern County Network for Children announced that there were 50 items donated that morning.  The winning accredited collaborative was the Kern Senior Collaborative.
IX. Announcements

Announcements were given by some collaborative members.
X. Adjourn

THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING!

Next Collaborative Meeting:

Thursday, February 18, 2010
8:30 AM - 10:00 AM

University Square Building - Room US1
2000 K Street, Bakersfield, CA
