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GAP is Home  
by Teresa Wright 

 

 With the completion of the GAP Training room we have our permanent 

home.  On September 19, we started the night with a fun HIP HOP dance from our 

own Jessica Duncan.  We spent a lot of time laughing at ourselves as we tried to 

look good doing the moves.  We moved up to the new room for dinner and art.  

The girls created word art with painterôs tape and paint on canvas.  Words like 

ñFaithò and ñHopeò were seen on the canvasses. 

 On October 3, we had our first full night in the GAP room, and we were 

able to use the SMART Board for our Philanthropy/Community Service night.  As 

with most new technology, the girls knew how to use it better than us, but we are 

excited by all the cool features of this great tool.  The young ladies listened intent-

ly to Scarlet Sabin from the Ronald McDonald House who came to talk about the 

wonderful work the House does in our community.  The girls then decided on a 

few projects they would like to do for the community.  The first is to collect pull 

tabs off soda and soup cans for the Ronald McDonald House.  If you have any pull 

tops youôd like to donate, please feel free to drop them off in the Bank of America 

Room. The ladies also want to make necessity baskets and Easter baskets through-

out the year as service projects.  We ended the night with a little black and white 

painting with our hands.  It truly was a hands-on night. 

 Next up in October, is our College Night and mask making for our Wine 

Fest Fundraiser!  

 

GAP Training Room Grand Opening 

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony - Thursday, Nov 3 - 10:00 am 

Celebratory Open House/ Heart Gallery  - Friday, Nov 4 - 4-8 pm 
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So true it is in the Junior League, that if  

we want to go far, we must go together.  As  

President this year, I hope to see our league  

grow together so that our community will  

continue to benefit from our growth.  I want  

our continued growth to make our  

membership feel proud, empowered and  

satisfied with their service no only to 

 league, but our community as a whole.   

For many years the Junior League has  

played an integral part impacting the lives of women and children in Kern 

County through various programs, collaborations and now with our Done in a 

Meeting Impact drives.  As I strive to provide monthly trainings during our 

GMôs ï please make a special effort to attend and gain all the benefits that 

membership has to offer. 

   Our October General Meeting attendees experienced a few changes.  We 

had pre-paid, individually boxed dinners, collected a large bundle of Fleece 

(enough for 45 blankets!) for the Society for Disabled Children, and had an 

interactive presentation by the Membership Council guiding us through the 

AJLI Website.  Notes gathered from members are now available on the web-

site for review.  If you havenôt already, please go to AJLI.org and register 

yourself as a member so that you too will have all of these fabulous Junior 

League resources at your fingertips. 

   The November General Meeting will provide two training opportunities.  

First, we will have an in depth presentation from our Finance Committee ex-

plaining with further detail our dues needs.  Hopefully each and every one of 

you participated in our finance survey so that all of your opinions were con-

sidered prior to Finance creating and presenting a new motion for our Dues 

Increase.  Secondly, I am excited to announce that we will be having a guest 

speaker at the meeting.  Debbie Lundberg is a Life and Business Coach from 

Florida.  A personal friend of GAP co-chair, Mandy Herp, Debbie is doing a 

presentation for GAP on Monday and graciously offered her expertise and 

time to our entire membership as well! 

    Debbie will be sharing her thoughts on the unique and powerful combina-

tion of moxie and humility that allows people to maximize their 

ñMoxumilityòÊ!  ñMoxumilityò is a word that has been trademarked by Deb-

bie to embody someone demonstrating she has the moxie to go for something 

while coupling that drive and confidence with the humility to know she may 

not have all the answers. During Maximizing Your ñMoxumilityò, you will 

hear examples of people who ñhave itò, and be given ideas, actions and atti-

tude-transforming ideas for getting in touch with your own approach the mox-

ie and humility!  It is sure to be a lively presentation! 
 

So join us and together, letôs empower our membership to grow and effect 

change. 
 

Kelli  
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General Meeting Minutes, May 2011 

 

General Meeting Minutes 

October 11, 2011 

 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by President Kelli Gruszka at 6:33 p.m. Sylvia Lozano led the 

Flag Salute.  

Approval of Minutes: Mandy Herp made the motion to accept the September 13, 2011 General Meeting minutes. 

The motion was seconded by Christine Valenzuela and was unanimously approved by the membership.  

Community Research/ PEC Grant: Sally Wortendyke presented an enabling fund grant to Ann Weber of the 

Mountain Communities Family Resource Center. The grant will be used for their ñParent Resource Program.ò  

Impact Committee: Chair Stephanie Gandara presented Patricia Henson from the Society for Disabled Children, 

fleece fabric for blankets, brought in for impact credits, as this monthôs ñDone in a Meetingò Impact. The ñDone in 

a Meetingò Impact opportunity for November will be a donation of 2 pairs of slippers and 2 pairs of socks for the 

Bakersfield Homeless Shelter.  

Presidentôs Report: 1) President Kelli Gruszka updated the membership about making General Meetings more 

than ñstatusò meetings. 2) Kelli Gruszka reviewed the Fast Facts section of the agenda and informed the 

membership that it will include total volunteer hours for future agendas. 3) Kelli Gruszka reminded membership to 

respect each otherôs time and try to get back to League members within 48 hours. 4) Kelli Gruszka informed 

membership that there will be a guest speaker at the November meeting. 5) Kelli Gruszka informed membership of 

the word of the day, ñSustain,ò and the importance of our sustainers to League.  

Voting: The Wine Fest Budget and Spring Fundraiser Motions were voted on by all active members present. 

Lydia Rowles, Administrative Council Director, presented the results: Wine Fest Budget Motion passed; Spring 

Fundraiser Motion did not pass with a majority.  

Presentation on AJLI Website: Johnna Antongiovanni , Membership Council Co-Director, assigned each table 

with an AJLI website assignment. Tables reviewed their section of the website and educated membership on that 

section.  

Administrative Council  
Arrangements: Co-Chairs, Christine Icardo & Kathy Iturriria-Laverty, asked membershipôs thoughts on dinner, 

and wanted to know if everyone wanted to do ñtakeoutò dinner again. Membership was informed that April 28, 

2012 is the Spring workday, and next monthôs General Meeting dinner will be a baked potato bar.  

Communications Council  
In-League: In-League member, Jessica Whitham, informed membership that Octoberôs Book of the Month is the 

Glass Castle, Zumba continues on Saturdays at Patriots Park from 7:00-9:00 a.m. for $5.00, the next movie night 

will be October 18 to see the Ides of March, there is still space available for the ñMake Your Own Beautyò 

workshop on October 26 which is $20.00 and money is due tonight to Julie Lerro, Laura Tague was going to start a 

BOO game for the month of October where members may see a copy of the game and a bag of candy dropped off 

on their doorstep, and the November Happy Hour will be November 4th at Imbibe in conjunction with the Heart 

Gallery. Jessica Whitham announced the October WOW winner was Nicole Giumarra for her work on a new JLB 

website and web hosting.  

Community Projects Council  
GAP: Chair Mandy Herp presented a powerpoint presentation educating membership on the statistics of foster 

youth. Mandy Herp informed the membership that the Grand Opening of the GAP Room will be during the day on 

November 3rd. Kelli Gruszka informed membership about the Scary for Charity event on October 29th and that 

the event is to support foster youth in the community.  

Impact: Kelli Gruszka spoke about the goal for the ñDone in a Meetingò Impact opportunities and that there is no 

specific dollar amount, only items to donate. Chair Stephanie Gandara announced that enough fabric was collected 

for 45 blankets. Stephanie Gandara explained CASA cards Impact opportunity and stated they are available 

tonight. Stephanie Gandara informed membership of upcoming Impact opportunities that include the Ladies 20/30 

Crab Fest on October 15 with volunteer hours from 3-7 and 7-11, Bagging Teddy Bears from the Teddy Bear toss 

the morning of November 28th, and Tuesday, December 6th at The Holiday Cottage.  

 
Continued on Page 4 
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General Meeting Minutes 

Finance: Director Kay Bacon presented the Finance Dues motion and stated that AJLI dues will be increased this 

year and next, so JLB will need to increase dues as well.  

Callie Spitzer made a motion to amend the current motion to raise the dues to $130, sustainers would be $98, and 

$65 for Fall Provisionals. The motion was seconded by Terri Collins. Callie Spitzer said the additional funds will 

help supplement for the past 12 years. The motion was discussed. Nicole Giamarra moved for an extension of 

discussion time and Kathy Iturriria-Laverty seconded the motion.  

The amended motion was voted on and did not pass. Charlie Vallicella made a motion to table the motion for more 

research. The motion was seconded by Heidi Carter-Escudero. The motion passed.  

Fund Development Council  
Wine Fest: Callie Spitzer informed membership that the Booze Hound so far that has raised $1255 for the 100 

Best wines and is still accepting more. Callie Spitzer also informed membership that they can submit adds for the 

Wine Fest program, the committee is still looking for more restaurant vendors, event posters are available at back 

table, and so far 29 VIP tables have been sold.  

Membership Council: Johnna Antongiovanni informed the membership that there is one more spot for 

Southwest Exchange this weekend.  

Nominating & Placement: Johnna Antongiovanni informed membership that they would be looking for a 

spring fundraiser committee, they are still looking for Wine Fest chairs for next year, PEE applications are 

still being accepted, and placement advisors should be in contact.  

Membership Development: Johnna Antongiovanni informed membership that the next informational night 

will be on Tuesday, October 18, and contact Joanie Haenelt for more information or an invitation.  

Provisional: Committee member Kelly Donovan introduced provisionals Laura Porter and Joey Buehler; 

Committee Member Jennifer Zambo introduced Lynell Roberts and Sandra Moore.  

Provisionals Joey Buehler and Laura Porter introduced the Packs of Love project, how to donate, and that the 

goal is to reach $2000 in donations by the end of October.  

Sustainers: Leslie Walters informed membership that there will be a bus trip to the Christmas Company on 

November 17th leaving at 7:30 a.m. and to register with Leslie Walters.  

Old Business: There was no old business.  

New Business: Kay Bacon will provide an updated budget for membership at the next meeting and the Heart 

Gallery will be on November 3rd at JLB.  

Announcements: Members were informed that Community Events can be posted at Kern Events.com; Cece 

Mazzei was recently engaged; Nima Patel & Lindsay Ashley had their babies; members were reminded to get 

Wine Fest tickets tonight and register for volunteer hours; members should see Julie Lerro for Green Shop 

workshop; and Sandy McMahan is doing a survey on the Provisional Training, and anyone that has received a 

survey should please complete it.  

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:36 p.m.  

 

Respectively submitted by:  

,YjY $a]ja  
Communications Council Director  
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SPAC 

SPAC Attack! Monterey, CA 
By Andrea Medina- SPAC Senior 

 

 
SPAC Senior Andrea Medina, Assemblywoman Connie Conway, SPAC Junior Dawn Ratliff 

 

   At our Fall Conference in Monterey at the end of September, SPAC Junior Dawn Ratliff and I had the pleasure of 

meeting Assemblywoman Connie Conway. Due to redistricting, Assemblywoman Conway covers much of Eastern 

Kern County as well as parts of Tulare, Inyo, and San Bernardino Counties. She laughed when saying she represents 

more Joshua trees and cows than constituents. Recognized for her ability to bring people together, in November 2010 

Connie was unanimously elected by her colleagues to serve as Assembly Minority Leader, or as she would say 

ñMomò, which is the top leadership role in the Assembly Republican Caucus. As Minority Leader, she leads the cau-

cus in forming its legislative agenda and works with her leadership team to advance their political goals. Connie is a 

strong champion of improving California's economic climate and bringing back jobs and opportunity to the state. For 

more information, check out Connie Conwayôs website: http://arc.asm.ca.gov/member/34/ 

Next Monthôs Legislator Highlight: Assemblywoman Shannon Grove 

 

What is SPAC? 
By Andrea Medina- Senior SPAC 

 

   More than just a line item on the budget and definitely not something you scream out when startled ñSPAC!ò, the State 

Public Affairs Committee (SPAC) is a non-partisan education and advocacy organization charged with promoting volunta-

rism and legislation favorable to its member Junior Leagues' community projects and focus areas. The Committee celebrat-

ed 40 years of advocacy in 2011. California SPAC is composed of two delegates from each of the 16 Junior Leagues in the 

state, representing nearly 11,000 voting women and nearly 100 community projects in the areas of Education, Family Sup-

port, Health and Violence Prevention that are supported by more than $1 million in project funds, grants and gifts.  

   Each year, the four SPAC sub-committees research and review pending legislation in California, making recommenda-

tions as to what action, if any, should be taken. Based on that research, the entire delegation then votes to support, oppose, 

or watch legislation which may impact the Junior League mission, purpose and projects throughout the state. SPAC is as-

sisted in selecting project-related legislation by an independent legislative consulting and lobbying firm in Sacramento.  

Our four sub-committees are: 

Education That all children and young adults receive educational opportunities that are developmentally appropriate, in-

crease achievement and lead to workplace marketability.  

Family Support To support programs and policies that promote the physical and emotional well-being and self-

sufficiency of families.  

Health For better access to quality health care and prevention programs that will improve the mental and physical health 

of our community members.  

Violence Prevention To address the impact of violence on our community members through prevention, intervention and 

education.  

Do you feel like making a difference in the livesô of women and children on a statewide level? Ask Andrea Medina or 

Dawn Ratliff today about becoming the next SPAC Delegate for the Junior League of Bakersfield. It will change your life. 
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 Make a Difference 

There Really Ought to be a Law! 
By Andrea Medina- Senior SPAC 

 

   Shocked by the number of post-natal suicides in California in 2008, a provisional League member from Los Ange-

les suggested there needed to be some sort of system to prepare doctors and related experts to deal with pre and post-

natal depressed mothers. This provisional entered her idea into the There Ought to be a Law Contest and her idea was 

selected by SPAC. Two years later, ACR 105 declaring the month of May in California Perinatal Depression Aware-

ness Month was signed into law. 

 

   In your work and community, have to ever thought, ñthere really ought to be a law aboutéò or ña law that did this 

would really help the people who I support in my Junior League projectò? If so, we want to hear from you! 

 

   Your ideas and suggestions could include ideas for new laws, a change in existing law or any new legislation that 

supports the efforts in our four focus groups: education, family support, health and violence prevention. 

 

   Please e-mail your idea for a new law along with your name, contact information, JLB project that may be helped 

in this way (not a necessity) and any expert you know who we should talk to about this issue along with their contact 

information. You can e-mail me at andrea.medina4@gmail.com 

 

Mrs. Bakersfield 
By Kelli Gruszka 
 

   One of our own Junior League Members has ventured out of her comfort zone and applied to be a contestant in ñThe 
Bakersfield Pageantò which will be held at ñThe Bridgeò  located at 12225 Stockdale Hwy on November 18th at 7 pm.  

This pageant  will be supporting our community and supports the pageantôs motto of ñbuilding character, commitment and 

choices.ò  Joanie Haenelt will be competing for the title of Mrs. Bakersfield.  If crowned, this privilege includes many 

community involvement activities and appearances.  Each contestant is required to pick a ñplatform/organizationò that she 

chooses to support.   Joanie has chosen  none other than ñJunior Leagueò!  If crowned, ñI will be an advocate for Junior 

League at the local level and will be endorsing Junior League on a state level at that pageant.  Perhaps on a national and 

international level.  Please give me your support in her efforts to promote Junior League and all the good it representsò.  
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 Winefest 

Wine Fest 2011ðA Bakersfield MasqueradeðNovember 19, 2011 
By Callie Spitzer 
 

-Buy your Wine Fest tickets at Imbibe, Junior League Office or on our website: 

www.juniorleagueofbakersfield.org/winefest 

-Tables are selling fast ... reserve yours today! Contact Keri Gless at kgless@me.com 

-The Booze Hound wants to thank you in advance for your $25.00 donation.  This is to reimburse him for the 

wine offerings held at Wine Fest (WOW & 100 Best). 

-We are always looking for auction items.  If you know of anyone willing to donate please let us know or 

email jlbwinefestauction@gmail.com.  Thank you for your continued support! 

-Know someone that owns a restaurant? We can never have too much food at Wine Fest! Please contact Rene 

Hester at jlbwinefestfood@gmail.com 

-View your assigned work hours at (www.juniorleagueofbakersfield.org/winefestworkhours). Remember this 

is ONLY for pre or post work hours.  The Wine Fest Committee wants you to enjoy Wine Fest with your fam-

ily and friends! 

-The Wine Fest Committee is encouraging everyone to wear a mask.  We have found them at Pier 1 and Chol-

oe's Accessories in the mall.  GAP will also be selling their handmade masks at event if you happen to forget 

yours! 

-Thank you for all your continued support and excitement towards Wine Fest!  It is going to be a successful, 

fun event! 

-Want to purchase an ad in the Wine Fest program?  Contact Callie at jlbwinefest@gmail.com 

-A BIG thank you to our Business Partners!  We thank you for your continued support of Junior League! Di-

ane S. Lake Trust, Ray & Joan Dezember, W. A. Thompson, Grimmway Farms, Union Bank, Mazzei Injector, 

Giumarra Vineyards, Barbich Hooper KDH, Citizens Business Bank, Jim Burke Ford, Clifford & Brown, 

Kern Ridge Growers, Billings Ranch, Bakersfield Magazine, Imbibe, Kiss Me Photobooth and the Icon Group 

for printing our tickets! 

-Baby sitting will be available by American Kids Babysitting. $20 for 1st child. $13 for each additional child. 

Show your Winefest tickets at drop off and 15% of your total will go back to JLB.  

Our Booze Hound Winner, Kara Cieri.  
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 Meet the Provisionals 

Meet the Provisonalséééé. 
By Kelly Donovan, Christy Hornbuckle 

 

 

Haley Ottawayé. was born and raised in Bakersfield. She graduated from Oregon 

State in 2006. She has lived several places in Oregon and is currently living part-time 

in San Francisco as her husband Robert is a software engineer for Netflix in the Bay 

Area.  She is a proud stay at home mom to daughter Stella, 14 months. Haleyôs mother, 

Cindy Jones, is a long time JLB member and past president. Haley remembers partici-

pating in JLB events when she was younger such as Holidays of Magic, Kaleidoscope, 

and American Girl Fashion Shows!  Haley enjoys swimming and tennis, and is looking 

forward to meeting inspirational women and serving others through League.  

 

 
 

 

Lacey Carteré. was born and raised in Bishop, CA.  She moved to Bakersfield to 

attend college and never left. She studied at CSUB, receiving her masters in clinical 

psychology in 2007.  Two months before graduating, she had the opportunity to pursue 

a different dream and opened her own floral shop in Bakersfield called Uniquely Chic 

Florist & Boutique.  Lacey is single and the proud mother to two adorable dogs.  She 

enjoys spending time with friends and family, shopping, attending floral design classes, 

working out, and kickboxing.  Lacey describes herself as a workaholic, but very out-

going.  Lacey heard of League through her friend Cathy Guerrero.     

   
 

 

 

 

Georgina Manningé. was born and raised in El Paso, Texas.  She moved to 

Southern California in 1996 and lived in Loma Linda, CA for seven years.  She then 

relocated to Bakersfield in 2003.  She is a registered nurse at San Joaquin Community 

Hospital.  Georgina is currently single and has three children, 9, 13 and 14 years old.  

She loves yoga, exercising, volunteer activities, reading, cooking/baking, wine tasting 

and hiking.  Welcome Georgina! 
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Another $2,000 in Junior League Grants Awarded to Lo-

cal Non-Profits 
By Sally Wortendyke 

 

   With great respect to the dollars earned by the Junior 

League members from the 2009 Wine Fest fundraiser, anoth-

er non-profit organization in Kern County was awarded Ena-

bling Fund monies at the October 11th Junior League meeting. 

 

   One of the purposes of Junior League of Bakersfield is 

awarding money to non-profits who meet the focus area of 

JLB (one focus area is to make a difference and improve the 

quality of life for children and women in Kern County).  Re-

ceiving Enabling Funds was: the Mountain Communities 

Family Resource Center: $2,000.  These funds will be used 

to provide a 10-week course on finances and money manage-

ment, relationship boundaries, communication skills 

(professional and personal), education career building, work 

ethics, health and community involvement for single parents 

in the Mountain Communities (Frazier Park) area of Kern 

County. 

 
 

 

 

 

Community Research 
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 In-League 

Come on Out! 
By Laura Tague 

 

   What a great start we have had to our ñDinner and a Movie!ò  We are trying out a day time option as well.  

Please join us for our next one, ñThe Ides of Marchò on October 18th.  We will be announcing the times and lo-

cations this weekend.   

Happy hour was a blast last month.  This month we will be going to Imbibe.  Come join us before or after the 

Heart Walk. 

The book of the month has had a bit of a slow start, but we are 

continuing for now.  It intended to be for fun only and NO 

STRESS!!!  At the very least you will have a good summer 

reading book list.  This monthôs selection is ñThe Glass Castleò 

by Jeannette Walls. 

We are going to give Zumba a little bit longer to catch on with 

everyone.  If you want to keep it going show up at Patriots Park 

this Saturday morning from 7:00 ï 9:00.   

We are still hoping to have the shopping event, contact us right 

away if you are interested. 

We are working on a family outing to a Condorôs game.  There 

are 2 different options.  One option is to get group seating in the 

ñRed Zone.ò  It is a section of seats in the general admission 

area reserved for us.  The second option is to get a box for the 

game.  The box seats 18.   The Red Zone tickets are $18.00, the 

box will be about 28.00 per person.  We can also order catering 

in the box for an additional price.  Please let me know via email 

if you are interested in this activity and your preference for seat-

ing.  Even if you think you donôt like hockey, you will have a 

great time!  It is a very lively group!! WOW recipient, Nicole Giumarra. 
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 Provisional Project 

Community Donors, 

 

   In 2010, over 400 teenage girls between the ages of 13 to 18 tran-

sitioned into the foster care system in Bakersfield, California. 

   The Junior League of Bakersfieldôs Fall 2011 Provisional Class 

has developed a project called ñPacks of Loveò to provide back-

packs with inspirational, educational, personal accessories, and 

resources for these girls currently entering the foster care system.         

The money raised will go towards purchasing art supplies, journals, 

accessories, personal music players, toiletries, and hygiene prod-

ucts, as well as literature about Teen Help resources. These ñPacks 

of Loveò will be given to Jamison Center who will distribute to 

Bakersfield teen girls who transition through the center. 

   Please consider making a donation today to the ñPacks of Loveò project that will conclude on October 31, 2011. 

Help the Junior League Provisionals reach out to the foster youth of our community who desperately need positive 

outlets, encouragement, and resources during their challenging journey. 

We appreciate your support. 

 

Sincerely, 

Junior League of Bakersfieldôs Fall 2011 Provisional Class 

 

For more information, visit www.packsoflove.com. 
 

Marketing and Publicity 

JLB in the Community 
By Robin Daves 

 

   Marketing and Publicity is pleased to announce the grand 

opening for GAP on November 3, 2011. We will be reaching 

out to the media to be present at the event to help us inform the 

public about our exciting program.  Stop by and check out our 

new Gap room when you are at the Community Center, if you 

havenôt already done so! 

   Marketing and Publicity is in the process of securing inter-

views and PSA' s (Public Service Announcements) to help mar-

ket our big fall fundraiser, Winefest. We still need help from 

membership with the sale or acquisition of ads to be placed in 

the Wildflower.  Please help us with this effort and finish 1st, 

2nd, or 3rd in our contest and receive a prize! 

 


