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New Year...New Memories
By Laura Tague

As the hustle and bustle begins to slow, we find ourselves with a little more time
to share with our friends at Junior League. Please think about joining us for any or
all of the following activities:

Book of the Month: The Hunger Games

If you have extra reading time over the holidays and would like to get a
jump on some of the upcoming books, we h@ve for the Monelpy Janet
Evanovich scheduled for JanuanydThe Language of Flowelsy Vanessa
'_.‘,: ¥ Diffenbaugh scheduled for Februaryhe Hunger GamesndOne for the
Moneyhave both been made into movies that will be released over the next

General Meeting

few months.
January 10, 2012
Atthe JuniorLeagueé  pinnerandaMovie:New Year 6s Eve, Yaumdsday [
Community Center wardos, dinner at Applebeeds begin

_ toowill be our movie inJanuary
Social 6:006:30 p.m.
Meeting begins at 6:30  Fjrst Friday Happy Hour: Thai Orchid on Januaryt 5:30. We will go
to Cafe Med in February.
Please wear your
Name Badge We need photos for the Presidentos
Table of Contents from any JLB events to theague. Thank you!!!
President 0s Page
December GM Minutes  3-4  Please do not forget to send us notices and

ISrrl?:;l((::t 5'3 updates on members in need and opportuni
AJLI g9 tiesto congratulate members on special
Provisionals 10 things. This month we were able to send
wow 11 cards congratulating one member of her en
glom'”a““tg & b gagement and another member of her preg
acements : :
"
VOY & SOY 13 hancy. Congratulations ladies!!!
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Calendar 20 L to R: Kelli Gruszka, Kara Cieri
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Junior League
of Bakersfield, Inc.

JLB Mission Statement

The Junior League of Bakersfield, Inc.isan W € Ove

organization of women committed to

promoting voluntarism and to improving the .
community through the effective actionand YOU are an amazing group of
leadership of trained volunteers. Its purpose

is exclusively educational and charitable.

JLB Vision Statement

The Junior League of Bakersfield shares a

President 0s

Happy New Year Ladies!
As we welcome in the New Year
and 30 new prowvi s
remember to take a few moments to
celebrate all the exciting things thjat
accompl i sjhe
first half of this Junior League yeqiLg

Y

dedicated women and | apprecia
each and every one of you for
your contributions to JLB. No matter how much time you

vision of impacting the community through COMMIt, every minute adds value to our organization and

voluntarism and contributing to the well
being of individuals in the community.

20112012 Board of Directors
PresidentKelli Gruszka
PresideniElect, Katie Kirschenmann
Administrative Lydia Rowles
CommunicationsKara Cieri
Community ProjectsSusan Swanson
Finance,Kay Bacon
TreasurefElectLindsay Ashley
MembershipJohnna Antongiovanrgnd
Maggie Cushine
Fund DevelopmenEva Burke
Parliamentarian,Margaret Edmonston
Sustainersbonna James and
Leslie Walters

Presi dentSaraOligded vi s or

OFFICE HOURS
MondayThursday 9:00 a.r2:00 p.m.

| want you to know that it does not go unnoticed.
| can hardly wait to see the wonderful things we accomplish
in the months ahead.

To kick off the New Year we will have 2 very important
presentations for you at the January General Meeting. Our
Advisory Planning Committee will present their months
long research into an improved digital management system
and our Finance Committee will review our Raise, Hold,
Spend policy. Both of these discussions will provide
detailed information to inc
training and create a stronger body of informed members.
| sincerely hope to see a huge turnout.

Lastly, dondt forget to
gently used winter jackets from newbdradult so when
the representative from Haven Center comes into Wheeler

cl

1928 19th Street, Bakersfield, CA 93301 Hall our impact will be felt at many levels; visually,

Phone: 661-322-1671
Fax: 661-324-2552

Bookkeeper / Office Manager
Suzanne Taylor

Email Address:
juniorleagueofbakersfield@gmail.com
Website:
www.juniorleagueofbakersfield.org

Wildflower Editor
Cammy Beard

The Wildflower Editor reserves the right to edit

articles for clarity, content and format

emotionally and warmly.
Together we do make a difference!

See you January 10
Fondly,
Kelli



General Meeting Minutes

December 13, 2011

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by President Kelli Gruszka at 6:47 p.m. Kelli Gruszka
led the Flag Salute.

Approval of Minutes: Mandy Herp made the motion to acceptwmember 8, 2011 General Meeting
minutes. The motion was seconded by Susan Swanson and was unanimously approved by the
membership.

Impact Committee:Chai r Stephanie Gandara presented 75 t
A short break was taken for dinner to be served.

Pr esi de ntl)RresiRemtKellr Gruszka reminded membership to vote on the PEE and Dues
Increase motions. 2) Kelli Gruszka informed the membership that December is all about celebrations and
gave a yeato-date update on JLB.

Fund Development Council

Wine Fest:Kelli Gruszka acknowledged the Wine Fest chairs, committee members, and Finance
Director, Kay Bacon, for their hard work on the event-@uir, Callie Spitzer, thanked membership for
attending and working the event, announced that Wine Fest is estimated to have made over $102,000,
and there are still 2 items to bid on for auction at the back table. Callie Spitzer read a note-from Co
Chair, Cori Rundle, who was unable to make the meeting, and thanked each member of the Wine Fest
committee with a bottle of wine.

Membership Council
Provisionals: Terri Collins introduced the 7 new Active members.

Membership Development:.Joanie Haenelt introduced and welcomed the 29 new Provisional members
and thanked Sandy McMahan for hosting the Provisional reception.

Administrative Council
Arrangements: Christine Icardo informed membership that the January meeting will include dinner
from Moo Creamery again and to sign up and pay $8.00 by Jarlti#rin@rested.

Communications Council

In-League:Jessica Whitham informed the membership that all upcomihgdgue activities will be

sent out via enail and the next Happy Hour event will be Janudhat6The Orchid Wine Bar. Jessica
Whitham also announced the departure of committee member, Julie Lerro, who will be moving to
Houston, and presented the WOW award to Callie Spitzer and Corie Rundle for their hard work and
leadership of the Wine Fest fundraiser.

Marketing & Publicity: Kara Cieri asked members with businesses or members who know people with
local businesses to consider advertising in the JLB Wildflower.

Continued on Page 4



General Meeting Minutes

Community Projects Council

GAP:Mandy Herp spoke about GAPOs upc emihergftheymreeer ni g
interested in speaking about their career. Mandy Herp also welcomed the new active members of the GAP
committee, recognized the current members, and provided an overview of the GAP program.

Impact: St ephani e Gandara informed membership of wupcomi
Donein-a-Meeting impact in which the Haven Counseling Center requested new and gently used jackets and coats
for ages infantl8 years. 1 coat will equal 1 impact credit. Stephanie Gandara also reminded membership about
the i mpact opportunities at CALMOSY519p.njandtycoritactght s v
CALM to sign up. Stephanie Gandara also reminded members of the Salvation Army opportunity which runs
through December 22nd, hours ar@ fi.m., contact David Johnston at the Salvation Army to sign up, anyone 16

and older is welcome to help with a parent or guardian. Each 2 hour shift will equal 1 impact credit for both

CALM and the Salvation Army.

Kelli Gruszka reviewed the Fast Facts on the back of the agenda and informed membership that 40% of members
had completed their Impact credits up through the beginning of December.

Sustainers: Terri Collins informed membership that there were over 100 people that attended the Sustainer Tea
and books were collected for the Alliance Against Family Violence. Terri Collins also asked members to prepare
now to sign up for the Pasadena Home Tour in the spring.

PresidentElect: Katie Kirschenmann informed the membership that JLB was applying for the Community Impact
Award Grant from AJLI and read the Letter of Recommendation for the award from the Kern County Network for
Children.

Kelli Gruszka informed members that the grant application will be sentmiaildor everyone to read.
Old Business: There was no old business.

New Business:There was no new business.

Announcements:Maggie Cushine presented the voting results, and both the Dues Motion and PEE Motion
passed. Joey Russell is expecting a baby, Gerogina Manning is engaged, Jessica Ross is engaged, and new
provisional member, Stacy McConn is engaged. Kelli Gruszka informed the membership that the December
Board Meeting has been changed to Sunday, DecemBdrot8 4:066:00 p.m. at the JLB Community Center.

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:17 p.m.

Respectively submitted by:

Kara Cieri

Communications Council Director

%% ®JUNIOR LEAGUE OF BAKERSFIELD

Women building better communities °
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SPAC

SPAC Attack!
By Andrea MedinaSPAC Senior

From L to R: Kelli Gruska, Andrea Medina, Assembly Member David Valadao, Dawn Ratlfff,
Katie Kirschenmann in JLB6s GKWUP Room

During the last week of October, SPAC delegates Andrea Medina and Dawn Ratliff, along with
Kelli Gruska and Katie Kirschenmann, welcomed Assembly Member David Valadao to the Junior League
of Bakersfield. We were able to share the completion of the GAP Room with Assembly Member Valadao
and speak with him about our needs within the community.

Assembly Member David Valadao was born and raised in Hanford, California. The Valadao family
emigrated from the Azores Islands of Portugal to the United States in 1969. After settling in the Central
Valley, David's father started a small dairy farm in Kings County in 1973.

Valadao just completed his freshman year as the representative fol"tBes8it, which includes
Alpaugh, Armona, Arvin, Avenal, Bakersfield, Coalinga, Corcoran, Delano, Earlimart, Goshen, Hanford,
Huron, Kettleman City, Kingsburg, Lamont, Laton, Lemoore, Lost Hills, McFarland, Pixley, Roptam
Center, Richgrove, Riverdale, Shafter, Stratford, Terra Bella, Tipton, Traver, Wasco, and Weedpatch.

For more information on Assembly Member David Valadao, visifi://arc.asm.ca.gov/
member/30/



http://arc.asm.ca.gov/member/30/
http://arc.asm.ca.gov/member/30/

SPAC

There Really Ought to be a Law!
By Andrea MedinaSenior SPAC

Shocked by the number of pastal suicides in California in 2008, a provisional League member from
Los Angeles suggested there needed to be some sort of system to prepare doctors and related experts to de
with pre and poshatal depressed mothers. This provisional entered her idea into the There Ought to be a
Law Contest and her idea was selected by SPAC. Two years later, ACR 105 declaring the month of May in
California Perinatal Depression Awareness Month was signed into law.

Il n your w
that did t
hear from you!

ork and community, have to ever though
his would really help the people who |

Your ideas and suggestions could include ideas for new laws, a change in existing law or any new legisla-
tion that supports the efforts in our four focus groups: education, family support, health and violence pre-
vention.

Please enail your idea for a new law along with your name, contact information, JLB project that may
be helped in this way (not a necessity) and any expert you know who we should talk to about this issue
along with their contact information. You cameil me at andrea.medina4@gmail.com

Committed to the

Bakersfield Community
Since 1977

Although we are an international corporation,
our roots are local just like our dedication. We
salute and support the Junior League of Bakersfield
because it is an organization committed to making
our community a better place to live.

M

Mazzel

Mazzei Injector Company, LLC
Www.mazzei.net

www.grirmmvay.com.

PO. Box 81498 Bakersield, CA 93380-1498 ‘ .l l ' ‘ ,




Making an IMPACT
By Stephanie Gandara

CASA cards were a huge success again! JLB members completed 42 sets of cards which means we
hand addressed approximately 4200 appeal envelopes for CASA.

Januanyd Do ne i n pm@jectsappdrts Haged Counseling Cenkénship Support Services.
They are in need of new or gently used coats for children, ages infant to 18 years old. Each coat is
one impact credit. As the need is great, we are offering an impact credit for each coat you bring. We
plan to have a representative from Haven Counseling at our January meeting to receive these coats.
Let 6s wow them with our response to this need

Ongoing impact opportunities for December are:

Holiday of Lights. December 20th through January C#tLM is in need of volunteers to help
direct guests through their 2 million light display. Shifts are from 5 PM to 10 PM. No experience is
needed as a brief orientation will be given. This sounds like a fun family activity for winter break.
Contact Lana Fain (66871-1822) if you are interested. All scheduling will be coordinated by
CALM. Be sure to emailLBimpact@gmail.conto receive your two impact credits upon completion
of your shift.

Salvation Army. December 6h through December 2Zhd. Salvation Army is looking for volun-
teers to assist with the packing of food boxes and toys. Volunteer hours are in the afternoon and
evening from 1PM to 9 PM. They are looking for ten volunteers per day. You may bring family
members to help if they are at least 16 years old and supervised by a parent. Contact person is David
Johnson at #838487 ext. 8404. (Ok to leave a message ) Please give him a call to arrange your
day and time. Be sure to emailBimpact@gmail.conto receive your impact credit(s) upon com-
pletion of your shift. One impact credit will be given for each two hour shift.

Is your high school student bored over winter break? Think about volunteering with your high
school teen at either the Holiday of Lights or Salvation Army as both of these impact opportunities
are open to family members and might help your teenager fulfill service hour credits needed for
school or other organizations they belong to.

Look for new impact opportunities for 2012. Thank you for your suggestions year to date. You help
keepimpactrelevant to JLB membership

Bring a new or gently used coat for infants up to 18 months
to the next General Meeting and receive 1 impact credit.



AJLI

Yes, We Did Do More Than 6Just play Bridged Ba:
Courtesy of the AJLI Website

H One of this year 6s TheHelpthset s u
=& entertaining screen version of the besller of the same

N of name. Because The Junior Leagua at least a fictional-

A ized version of the Junior League of Jackson, MissisSippi

- ; plays a small but important role in the plot, we wanted to

correct a misperception the movie may leave you with: the
importance of bridge as an important League function in the
early 1960s.

Why? Because the movieds League characters sece
cards. Thatodés not the way Sustainers from the
written.

The 1960s were a time of great turbulence and social change, and Junior Leagues rose to meet many
challenges. As the decade progressed, nearly half the Leagues had health and welfare projects, includ-
ing alcohol programs, adoption services, clinics, and convalescent care and hospital services. Leagues
also established programs addressing the education, housing, social services and employment needs of
urban residents. Many Junior Leagues began to add environmental issues to their agendas. The Junior
League of Toledo (JLT), for example, produced the educationaFhli® of a Rivera report on the
devastating effects of water pollution. The su:
tify before a Congressional committee debating passage of The Clean Water Act. Decades before Fed-
eral laws on educational access for children with disabilities, the Junior League of Boston partnered
with a local TV station to produce a documentary that looked at how schools, hospitals and training fa-
cilities treated children with cognitive impairments.

By the end of the 1960s, more than 200 Leagues were part of an Association that dedicated itself
anew to building leadership skills and increasing membership diverbgyl eague has since grown to
292 independent Leagues.

Our members and their Leagues, then and now, t
a legacy that was established at the turn of the last century with volunteer service and advocacy on a
host of causes including domestic violence, women and alcohol, literacy, and clean water, among oth-
ers.

While each of our Leagues is an independent, 501(c)3 entity, they share with us a commitment to di-
versity, community service and the highest standards of voluntarism.

Building on the mission of Mary Harriman, who founded The Junior League in 1901, our mandate has
remained unwavering: to develop exceedingly qualified civic leaders who can venture out into their lo-
cal communities and beyond, and make an i mpact
and addressing them with meaningful and relevant programs and initiatives that not only improve lives,
but also change the way people think, thereby winning loyal supporters.

Continued on Page 9
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AJLI

As it did in 1901, The Junior League continues to inspire countless women to reach within themselves to
find their inner leaders by offering unparalleled opportunities in civic leadership training that equips them to
go out into the world and apply their skills for the betterment of society.

Todaydés Junior League

cal issues, including human trafficking, foster care, juvenile justice, teeassedm, cybercrimes, literacy

and the environment, among ottéerall of it for the purpose of enhancing the social, cultural and political

fabric of our civil society.

As a result of all of this work, our organizatmnd the more than 155,000 women who comprise its
rank® have amassed an archive of irrefutable results and an indisputable reputation as thoughtful and in-

fluential change agents for the public good. They are cornerstones of our society who have built into our

members are hard at wor k ¢

daily lives many of the privileges we now take for granted, including free school lunches, literacy programs,

childrendbs theaters and

mus eums, cl ean water

modern society, such as domestic violence and alcohol abuse.

oo StateFarm-

Nicole SoteGarcia
Agency Recruiter, California

Do you know the next
State Farm Agent?

Nicole.sote
garcia.shap@statefarm.com

CLIFFORD @ BROWN

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
WWW.CLIFFORDBROWNLAW.COM
Business & Transactions
Civil & Business Litigation
Estate Planning & Probate
Agriculture & Farming
Real Estate & Land Use
Energy, Oil & Gas
Tax & Wealth Planning
Professional Liability
Water & Environment
Mergers & Acquisitions
Personal Injury
Employment & Labor
Intellectual Property
Appellate Advocacy

1430 Truxtun Ave, Suite 800 Bak ersfield, California 83301

Telephone: 661-322-6023 Telefax: 661-322-3508

c hi
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Provisionals

Welcome, Spring Provisionals

The Spring Provisional Recepti on-atteldedst ed at
Please make it a point to introduce yourself at the next Junior League event.



WOW

Women of Wonder
By Laura Tague

WOW: Wine Fest Chairs: Callie Spitzer and Corie Rundle for the WOW award.

These two ladies have worked diligently in planning and orchestrating a fabulous Wine Fest
fundraiser and did a wonderful jato keeping Leagues membership informed on what they were
planning. This event is no easy task to organize, but in working well with their committee they
pulled off a truly wonderful eventhey stepped out the box and tried some new things that
seemed to go over well with the events attendees. Kudos to these two ladies for executing a suc-
cessful fundraiser!

Callie Spitzer and Corie Runc’e

é\\x////é
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Nominating and Placements

Just a reminder that your Nominating and Placement Advisor will be calling you for your second placement inter-
view. The Nominating and Placement Committee will be asking questions about your experience in JLB this year,
how you are doing with your membership requirements and if you have any suggestions for league. PLUS they will &
looking for members who are interested in serving on the board, on the Nominating and Placement Committee, as tf
SPAC Junior or as a Wine Fest-Chair for 20122013. Please call them back ASAP as they have a deadline of Janu-
ary 17, 2012. Not sure who your advisor is check out the list below and the green book for their contact information.

Nomi nating and Pl acement Adv-i sorés and their assign
Molly Clark
Advisory Planning, Arrangements, Associate Members

Michelle Harper

Community Research, Membership Development, Finance
Cece Mazzei
Provisional, Business Partnerships, Publications

Misty Peters

Wine Fest, Marketing & Publicity
Kaylyn Regier
In-League Relations, Impact

RoseMary Wabhl

GAP, SPAC

‘-
CITIZENS

BUSINESS BANK



Sustainer and Volunteer of the Year

Pleaseemail InLeague your Volunteer and Sustainer of the Year Nominations!
The requirements are as follows:

Sustainer and Volunteer of the Year

The InLeague Committee is looking for nominations for Sustainer and Volunteer of the year.
We are under strict timelines that must be adhered to in order for the Resolutions to arrive for
presentation at the May General meetiAd.nominations must be submitted in writing with in-
formation on how they meet the guidelines, no later than February 17, 201RPlease nominate
the JLB members you believe are the most deserving of these awards and develop a rational support-
ing this nomination (please include as much detail as possible), as these are the highest honors be-
stowed by JLB it is important you include the reasons why your nominee is deserving of the award
based on the following criteria:

Volunteer of the Year

1 Must be a member in good standing and have fulfilled all requirements of JLB

2 Active Status. Nominations should be based primarily updstanding performancevisibility

within League. Of secondary and less importance is her involvement in and commitment to organi-
zations outside of League.

3. She should be a member who has demonstrated
sion statement. Her spirit and nature should reflect a positive image of JLB.
4. The nomi ne e 0 sexcpeethefexpectatems of@ensrdl mambedship with unsur-

passed interest in voluntarism and a commitment to community service.

Sustainer of the Year(Usually nominated by the Sustainers)

1. Must be a member in good standing and have fulfilled all requirements &ult&ner Status

2. Nominations should be based primarily upon outstanding performatinge the community as
demonstrated through effective action and leadership. Of less importance is her involvement in JLB.
3. Her spirit and nature should reflect a positive image of JLB

Note: All nominations will be kept confidential. Please email to Committee Chair Laura Tague at
jIb.inleague@gmail.com, or if you do not have access to email, submit your nominations in a sealed
envelope and place it in the In League Relations box at JLB Headquarters.

| UnionBank
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Sustainer Tea
December 8, 2011
J
JUNIOR LESGUE OF
BAXERSFIELD
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Announcements

Attention JL

*Congratulations to Joey and Paul Russell who are expecting their first child, a son, in May of 2012.
*Congratulations to Georgina Manning, Jessica Ross and Stacey McConn on their recent engagements.

*The In-League Committee will focus on supporting members in times of need duringl20M/hether

it is a personal or family illness, accident, or event, we want to be there to support each other. If your
know someone who would benefit from this, please email the committee at:
www.jlbinleague@gmail.com. We do so much to support our community thagdgue wants to make
sure we support each other as well!

The Classified Section is Back!
Any JLB members who would like to advertise, sell or
rent...please, submit your information to
www.jlbwildflower.com
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