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To:  

CCSESA Board of Directors and BASC
From:  
Jim Thomas, Deputy Superintendent, Business Services

Subject:
Funding Proposal for Oral Health Screening System



Background:
AB 1433 requires school districts to provide proof of oral health screenings for kindergartners and first graders entering the school system for the first time.  The law requires districts to aggregate the data received from pupils and to submit annual reports to the county office of education.

The law provides funding for school districts and county offices for the costs of reporting this data.  CDE estimates that approximately $363,684 or $.80 per assessed student would go to county offices with roughly $9.00 per assessed student going to school districts.
The San Joaquin County Office of Education has developed a reporting system that will facilitate the collection and aggregation of this data at the district, county, and state level.  The software will allow for initial data collection at the district level, or will allow for uploading from any district system for aggregation at the county and state level. The SJCOE is marketing the system to school districts at $.40 per assessed student.  

Proposal:
The SJCOE is proposing to make the system available to all county offices free of charge in order to facilitate county and statewide aggregation of the data in an efficient and consistent manner.  SJCOE would provide support to all county offices in use of the system and collection of the data, and would take responsibility for the collection of the data from county offices and for the aggregation of the data on a statewide level.

The SJCOE is requesting direct funding in the amount of $100,000 per year from CDE to fund the costs of supporting the system for all county offices and statewide aggregation of data.  This amount would come off the top from the $363,684 going to county offices and represents about $.22 per assessed student, leaving all county offices with $263,684 or $.58 per assessed student to fund their portion of the data collection responsibilities, which when using this system, should be fairly minimal.

Time is of the essence.  If we are to achieve the efficiency that comes from use of an existing, uniform statewide system for collecting the data, we must act at the state level.  It is not practical to attempt to contract individually with 58 county offices in the time we have left to meet the requirements of AB 1433.  

We are asking for a strong statement of support from BASC and CCSESA so that CDE may proceed with confidence in apportioning the $100,000 directly to the San Joaquin County Office of Education to allow us to proceed quickly in getting the system into the hands of all county offices, with the prorated balance of the funds to be distributed to county offices according to the agreed-upon formula.

