EE ACROSS CA

REGION 10—RIMS

CREEC Region 10 hosted the first
Environmental Youth Experience (EYE) for
Leaders Conference in December 2007. The
all day training for students was held at UC
Riverside Center for Conservation Biology.
The EYE conference planning team also
included the Wildlands Conservancy, UC Davis
Extension, Santa .
Rosa and San
Jacinto  Mountains
National Monument,
Mission Springs
Water District, and
Boyd Deep Canyon |,
Desert Research
Center. Leonard Robinson, Deputy Director of
Toxic Waste Control from CAL-EPA, was the
featured guest speaker. Students received
leadership training to help them plan and
implement Environmental Service Learning
projects. They also learned about global
climate change and green business practices
and ways to effect change. Student teams can
apply for mini grants to help support their EE
projects. A reunion is planned to bring
students together to share their successes and
challenges of implementing their environmental
service learning projects.

REGION 11—Los Angeles
CREEC-LA facilitated the 1st Annual Summit
on Environmental Education in Los Angeles
County in November 2007. The all day event
was sponsored by the LA County Sanitation
District and the Metropolitan Water District
¥ S BCE K & which hosted
the event.
Key leaders
from business,
education,
government,
and the
Zcommunity
gathered to
collaborate and build new partnerships that will
support EE in the region. Keynote speaker
Terry Tamminen delivered a motivational
speech on the urgent need for environmental
education to help address major environmental
concerns. The Summit was very successful
and helped set the agenda for efforts in 2008.
The CREEC Network hopes to take this
collaborative model to other regions in
California.
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The mission of the CREEC Network is to
provide educators with access to high
quality environmental education resources
that enhance the environmental literacy of
California students. For more than ten
years, the CREEC Network has strived to
be the best source for environmental
education resources in California.

We believe the need for these
environmental education resources in
California is enormous. In almost every

Celeste Royer  sector of the media, we read, see, and hear

Director about global warming, climate change, poor

CREEC Network  5ir quality, polluted waterways, and natural

catastrophes. There is a widespread call

for people to change their behavior toward living a more
sustainable lifestyle for the health of the planet.

To answer this call successfully, there are many questions
we must address. What is it children must learn about the
environment and what experiences should they have to
become lifelong stewards of the earth? How do we address
Nature Deficit Disorder as described by Richard Louv in Last
Child in the Woods where he writes about children’s
alienation from nature? Louv presents ideas already in
development such as the schoolyard habitat movement,
community design changes that connect walking and nature,
and the awakening of environmental organizations.

How do we get nature study as developed in the late 19"
century by Louis Agassiz that focuses on authentic
experiences for children back in our schools? We know that
students intrinsically like nature. Howard Gardner added the
Naturalist Intelligence to his list of Multiple Intelligences for
students that exhibit the characteristics of explorers and
classifiers as they explore the natural world. We know that
nature study connects children with their local environment
therefore making it relevant to their lives and reinforces the
learning of science concepts.

How do we address the issues and concerns raised in An
Inconvenient Truth by former Vice President Al Gore and
others? The film impresses upon us that global warming is a
moral issue not just a political one. We must consider what
students should learn about greenhouse gases and the future
impacts on our communities as a result of the climatic
changes we are facing.

Where does the responsibility lie for this education and
these experiences? Is it the responsibility of our schools and
classroom teachers to provide them? Is it the responsibility of
parents, businesses, and government agencies? | hope
everyone believes it is a shared responsibility to provide
students with an education about the environment in all facets
of their everyday lives.

The CREEC Network is here to help shoulder some of
this responsibility. We provide educators with access to the
environmental education resources and services needed in
the classroom, in the outdoors, and in the community. The
CREEC Resource Directory found on the CREEC website
(www.creec.org) is an online, searchable database of
several thousand environmental education providers and
programs available in California. Teachers can find
curricular resources or field trip opportunities for their
students. A search on the Resource Directory can be
conducted statewide or regionally with different selections
available to address specific topics.

The CREEC statewide and regional calendars provide
teachers with listings of professional development
opportunities such as conferences, workshops, and
seminars to build their knowledge and experiences.
Teachers can link to grant programs and student contests
to support environmental education at their schools. The
CREEC Coordinators prepare E-newsletters for their
respective regions that highlight upcoming events and
opportunities so all can participate.

While these electronic connections are valuable to
educators and allow us to reach large numbers of teachers
and EE providers throughout California, the most important
connection for the CREEC Network is the HUMAN one.
The CREEC Network staff prides itself in helping people
find the environmental education resources they need. We
connect teachers, parents, students, government staff, and
representatives from businesses and organizations with the
resources and services they seek so that they can help
educate our youth about the environment. It is our
commitment and our goal to build a strong and responsive
network that links educators to high quality environmental
education resources and services across California. We
appreciate your support of the CREEC Network and our
efforts toward accomplishing this goal.

In this issue of CREEC Connections, | have highlighted
environmental education programs from each of our
CREEC regions to demonstrate the valuable connections
and support we provide educators throughout California.
Highlights include refuge field trips near Humboldt Bay, a
Salmon Festival in Coleman, watershed studies along the
Yuba River, provider collaboration in the East Bay,
wetlands studies in the Pajaro Valley, watershed studies
along the Upper Mokelumne River, workshops in the
Central Valley for afterschool staff, a water education
festival in San Luis Obispo, the Girls in Ocean Science
program at Dana Point, the EYE Leadership Conference in
Riverside, and an EE Summit in Los Angeles. Enjoy
learning about environmental projects in your region. How
can you answer the call?
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ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION ACROSS CALIFORNIA

REGION 1—North Coast

The Humboldt Bay National Wildlife Refuge  recently
added a new field trip program to the CREEC Resource
Directory. The Refuge bays, estuaries, offshore rocks,
and abundant wildlife populations are an outstanding
resource for students’ discovery of the natural world. The
Refuge now offers guided field trips to the Hookton
Slough and Salmon Creek Units. When visiting the
refuge, K-12 students may

begin their excursion in the

visitor center by viewing a

fabulous display, watching

a short video, hearing an

orientation, and borrowing

binoculars and field

guides. The docent led or self-guided walk on the 1.7 mile
Shorebird Loop Trail leads through diverse wetland and
bay habitats where groups could see ducks, geese,
shorebirds, songbirds, deer, or otters. North Coast
CREEC is assisting the refuge in promoting this excellent
EE opportunity to teachers throughout Humboldt and Del
Norte Counties.

REGION 2—North East
CREEC Region 2 participated in the annual Return of
the Salmon Festival at Coleman National Fish Hatchery
on October 20, 2007. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
estimated an attendance of 15,000 visitors to the fish
hatchery. The purpose of the
Salmon Festival is to pro-
mote watershed awareness
and the need for fisheries
protection. CREEC Network
staff handed out environ-
mental educational materials
to teachers, students, and
the general public. Information about the Disney
Environmentality Challenge Program, the Arbor Day
Contest, and Duck Stamp Contest were also distributed.

REGION 3—Capitol

The Nevada County Superintendent of Schools launched
the Bridging Schools and Communities in the Yuba
River Watershed project that includes teacher training
and student field studies focused on the physical
elements and functioning of watersheds. Sixth grade
teachers from Alicia Elementary School in Marysville and
Seven Hills Intermediate School in Nevada City patrtici-
pated in training on water-related curriculum and field
study techniques over the past two years. Taking their
newly-learned skills and information into the classroom,
teachers train students to use GLOBE protocols to
measure water quality indicators in local creeks and
rivers. Data collected is interpreted as students and
teachers gain a greater understanding of the interrelation-
ships between forests, soil, rivers, land use, and the qual-
ity and availability of water in their region and state.

CREEC Coordinators provide

educators with links to EE

resources to support the

project. The Bridge Project

also fosters a better aware-

ness of cultural diversity within

the region. Students from

different ethnic and cultural

backgrounds exchange letters throughout the year to
share attitudes and uses of the river from the perspective
of their families, influenced by Hmong, and Hispanics.
Other partners include Tahoe National Forest, Nevada
Irrigation District, South Yuba River Citizens League, and
Friends of Deer Creek.

REGION 4—Bay Area

CREEC coordinates the East Bay EE Network (EBEEN)
which is supported by the San Francisco Foundation,
Stopwaste.org, and East Bay providers. EBEEN's
purpose is to strengthen communication among the EE
leaders in Alameda and Contra Costa Counties and
better connect their organizations with local teachers.
The East Bay is rich in EE providers yet there are few
opportunities to network and work toward increasing their
effectiveness in serving local schools. EBEEN includes
over 30 East Bay EE providers with a current focus on
hosting networking and professional development events.
EBEEN identified diversity, marketing and dissemination,
best practices, and evaluation

as target growth areas for

providers. To support this

effort, EBEEN hosted the

Professional Training Confer-

ence in September 2007 at

the Oakland Zoo. EBEEN is

exploring additional collaborative efforts such as develop-
ing progressive EE experiences, collaborative marketing,
and providing training in cultural competency.

REGION 5—South Bay

Two new and innovative programs are connecting high-
level student learning with care for the local natural world.
Watsonville Area Teens for Conserving Habitats
(WATCH), is a part of Monterey Bay Aquarium's Mar y
Campo Community Outreach Program. ECO-Teach, is
an after-school program that trains high school students
to teach younger students about the valuable and
sensitive wetlands that are a major part of Watsonville's
ecosystem. Both programs are based out of Pajaro
Valley High School. Students in the WATCH program
collect data about the watershed from five local sloughs
and study the human impact and uses. The students
involved in ECO-Teach spend five weeks training to
teach their lessons and spend seven weeks teaching
younger students. Lessons involve marine sciences,
recycling, watershed studies, nutrition, and agricultural
studies.
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ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION ACROSS CALIFORNIA

REGION 6—Delta Sierra
Stewardship Through Education (STE) was born to
build a bridge between agency and government managers
of water resources and community youth in Calaveras and
Amador Counties. This grassroots effort supported by
CREEC Region 6 has created partnerships between local
water agencies, school districts, non-governmental
organizations, and local government. Over 5,000 rural
youth have been
involved with this
program since 2005.
Staff of the Upper
Mokelumne River
Watershed Council and
the Central Sierra RCD
recognized the validity
of  establishing this
educational bridge and
so formed a partnership
that would support this effort. The initial agreement
between the two agencies supported the creation of STE
to implement a watershed focused poster contest, student
field trips to significant sites in the watershed, watershed
festival presentations, and the development and distribu-
tion of “Circles and Cycles: A Guide to the Upper
Mokelumne River Watershed.” The next phase involves
creation of a high school module for water quality
bio-assessment and the addition of several more water
agencies to the project. The educational emphasis of
STE is on stewardship of water resources. The students
become active participants in this project, creating owner-
ship and responsibility to the community.

REGION 7—Central Valley

Region 7 is supporting environmental education across
the Central Valley by helping train Afterschool staff. The
CREEC Network, in collaboration with Project Wet,
Project Learning Tree, and Project Wild, will train 12
Project Coordinators who in turn will train 170 Afterschool
staff members in Merced County. The first session,
conducted by Project Learning Tree Coordinator Kay
Antunez, went very well. Staff received training and
booklets with EE activities to use with their
students. Discussions are in progress to provide similar
environmental education training sessions to Afterschool
staff in Tulare, Fresno, Mariposa and Madera Counties.
Training  After-
school staff is a
great way to
increase environ-
mental education
opportunities  for
our students.

REGION 8—Costa del Sur

The first Water Education Festival was held in San Luis
Obispo County in 2007. The purpose of the festival is to
spark the interest of the public and students alike about
water conservation and water quality issues facing our
community. There were over

30 exhibitors, theatre and

music, a passport game and

activities with prizes for

people of all ages. The

organizers of the event

included water agencies,

cities, EE organizations and

conservation groups. Two

tons of old electronics were collected and recycled.
Organizers removed a shopping cart full of trash picked
up from a nearby drainage ditch and dozens of bags of
food containers used during the event were recycled.
Most importantly, hundreds of Central Coast residents
were empowered to educate their friends and family about
the value of clean and plentiful water for all. CREEC
Region 8 assisted with the planning of this event and
sponsored the Water Challenge Poster Contest for area
schools. Winners were Robin Magon'’s class at Dorothea
Lange Elementary of Nipomo and Joe Miller's class at
Ocean View Elementary School in Arroyo Grande.

REGION 9—SanDCREEC & CREEC-0OC
The Ocean Institute in Dana Point will host the 3 Annual
Girls in Ocean Science Teen Conference on February
9, 2008. The purpose of the conference is to encourage
girls to explore science for future study and careers. The
day will take advantage
of the hands-on
resources of the Ocean
Institute and outstanding
female scientist role
models to achieve the
objectives of igniting
girls’ interest in science
and presenting them
with positive reinforcement about pursuing science.
CREEC-OC is promoting this conference for 7th-12th
grade girls from all over Orange County. The day’s
agenda was developed by a volunteer committee of teen
girls in conjunction with Ocean Institute’s professional
science staff. The conference is a completely interactive
day, with participants learning in small groups side-by-
side with the professional scientists. All of the girls go out
to sea on research vessel Sea Explorer and will be trans-
formed into working scientists. Guided by the female
researchers, oceanographers, engineers, and marine
biologists, the participating teens will be immersed in the
scientific processes of research, analytical thinking and
discussion.
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