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California is a state rich in biodiversity.

beauty of the Mojave Desert, the

fertility of the Central Valley. In
addition to their beauty, all of these

Celeste Royer
Director
CREEC Network

with  wildlife. California  boasts
thousands of species of plants and animals sugogies and
cactus, oaks and redwoods, finches and hawks, faogb
salamanders, otters and whales, beetles and Hiegerind
clams and shrimp.  The biodiversity of Californi truly
amazing.

California is also a state rich in the diversifyits people. We
live in large cities, small towns, agricultural Meals, fishing
villages, and mountain resorts. Some of us arévenatio
California with generations of family history; sonoé us are
recent immigrants from many lands that speak difier
languages. We are old, young, male, female, ntgrsegle,
rich, poor. We are different in so many ways
But we are all Californians.

To preserve the ecological and cultural divgr;
of the Golden State and to protect its econd
vitality, every Californian must pitch in. We ar
36 million strong in California and possess !
ability to solve huge environmental and culture.
challenges. We should make sure that our childré
obtain the knowledge and skills about the enviromriiZ
in a culturally sensitive manner so that they t@m Y
make contributions to preserve California’s divetsi

The California Regional Environmental Educati
Community (CREEC) Network promotes environmental
education for all children in California. Our m®s is to
provide educators with access to high quality eminental
education resources to enhance the environmenémhdy of
California students.  With great resources avélab them,
teachers will be better equipped to teach prinsipled concepts
about the environment to all our students.

The CREEC Network staff is working collaborativewith
school districts, government agencies, businessasd
community organizations to address a growing need f
environmental education providers to broaden tpeigrams to
include cultural and language diversity. Many eowrimental
education programs now staff bilingual and bicwatunstructors
making it easier for students of multiple backgrdsiro learn
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about the environment. Curricular resources haeenb

In the Golden State, we marvel at the translated into other languages such as Spanislongnand
grandeur of the Sierra Nevada, the Chinese.

Many of these wonderful multicultural environnten

breathtaking vistas of the coast, and the education programs are found on the CREEC Network

Resource Directory, an online, searchable datafms®d at
www.creec.org If you are looking for an elementary school

regions and their habitats are teeming curriculum that has student pages translated ipgmiSh, then

you would be interested i Child’s Place in the Environment
published by the California Department of Educationhis
curriculum has six units that teach students abthg
environment through language arts and scienceyodf are
looking for field trip opportunities in Spanish d¢tmong,
check out the Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control tidis
They are developing a storm water curriculum inséhe
languages. There are many residential outdoor odshio
California that incorporate strategies to teach liEhg
Language Learners that attend their programs.

Performing groups such as the Banana Slug Strimgl Bad
ZunZun teach environmental concepts through mubcisic
is often considered a universal language and aellert way
to engage all children in learning. Students wheak
any language or come from many cultures can learn
about the environment through song and dance.

; Environmental education programs in California are
among the best in the nation. They offer students
opportunity to understand the natural world through
excellent field trips, a solid curriculum, and thtidpy
great environmental educators. Many programs have
their curriculum aligned to the California content
standards in science, English/Language arts,
mathematics, and history/social science. They
have also built into their instruction a
multicultural perspective that will enhance the
experience for all students and adults.

Inside this issue of CREEC Connections you willdradout
some of the environmental education programs infd@ala
that teach students about the environment whileraoiy a
multicultural perspective. They offer incrediblppmrtunities
for our children to learn about the many habitat€alifornia
and the beauty that lies in each one. Environm&uacation
for All — it's our best hope of ensuring that Caiifia’s
biodiversity and cultural diversity thrive for maryears to
come.
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Environmental Education For All

California Classroom Aquarium Education Project
(CAEP)

The California Department of Fish and Game’'s CAEP
program has been growing in popularity among edusat
throughout Stanislaus and Tuolumne Counties. THroag
classroom experience of hatching salmon or trogseg a
specialized aquarium unit and then releasing theto a
local stream or river, K-12 students experienasthiand the
value of aquatic environments, and how their peakon
actions affect these valuable resources.

The San Joaquin Valley — Southern Sierra Redjas
worked hard to meet the needs of their diverse esnagis.
They have recently translated all of their educstio
materials into four different languages: Spanistmni€r,
Lao, and Hmong. They also have been able to geoivee
aquarium units to many economically disadvantaged
schools throughout the Central Valley and foothittas.
Website: http://www.dfg.ca.gov/coned/caep.html

Multicultural Education for Resource Issues
Threatening Oceans (MERITO)

MERITO (Spanish fop =
“merit” or “worth”) was
developed in 2002 b
the Monterey Bayges
National Marin
Sanctuary in partnersh .
with Latino communi SEAL, X
ties in Central California to provide bilingual exddion and
outreach concerning coastal and marine envirorsnent
Since its inception, MERITO has served over 5,500
Spanish-speaking citizens in the Monterey area. The
services for students focus on conservation jwext that
promote awareness and motivation; prepare oundoiél
and cross-cultural community for important enviramtal
decisions, and build strong connections to ocht doastal
and marine environments. Website:
http://montereybay.noaa.gov/educate/merito/welcbtnd.

EIEP ZooSchool

The Emergency Immigrant Educational Program FBIE
provides LAUSD students who have been in the cguntr
less than three years with a much needed opporttmit
further their English skills through specified insttion,
field trips, etcZooSchoolat the Los Angeles Zoo provides
a science-based curriculum for secondary EIEP stsde
during their school “inter-sessions”. Particigaspend six
weeks learning about animals, habitats and conserva
while enriching their English proficiency. Studemtsrk on
and present two major projects that build upon ¢be
curriculum concepts and helps develop a sense of
community while satisfying state science standards.
Website: http://www.lazoo.org/

KIDS for the BAY (KftB)

KIDS for the BAY (KftB) collaborates with teadtseto
inspire environmental consciousness in children and
cultivate a love of learning. KftB provides prosemal
development for teachers and academic enrichment fo
students in science-based, integrated curricula that
elementary school level. Each year, teachers tulkists in
elementary schools in the San Francisco Bay Area,
specifically in low income, ethnically diverse urbachools
in Alameda and Contra Costa Counties participate in
programs such as Watershed Action, Four R’s Actaond
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Bay & Creek Field Trip Explorations. These progsam
engage students in discovery, investigation, amkemen-

tation of their local environment. Students clqarand
restore creek and bay habitats, learn to redudatjosl and
make safe choices about consuming bay food to eeduc
health risks. With program materials translated iBpanish
and a diverse staff, KftB is a great example oftraultural
environmental education.

Website: httpyww.earthisland.org/eac/about.html

Delta Studies Program

The Delta Studies Program offers an engaging2K-1
curriculum for students and professional developnfen
teachers to study the Sacramento-San Joaquin Déks.a
part of the effort to reach students who do notrofget
environmental opportunities, the Center for Landsé&h
Learning has a habitat restoration program known as
Student and Landowner Education and Watershed &lewa
ship (SLEWS). SLEWS gives Central Valley high saho
students a chance to complete restoration progcfarms,
ranches, and natural areas in their community while
instilling conservation and stewardship values.
Website: http://www.edserv.sjcoe.net/deltastudies
Website: http://www.landbasedlearning.org/slews.ph
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Environmental Education For All

Agua Pura

The Agua Pura Leadership Institute was desighgd
University of California Cooperative Extension-Sant
Barbara County, Santa Barbara City College, Coputylic
health and water agencies, and local Latino and
environmental groups. The Institute was developed t
provide support for youth leaders who can invdbatino
youth in understanding local water quality issuEse focus
of the Institute is on local watershed issues,tefiias to
involve the Latino community and how resources #&hde
adapted to local needs and interests. The Ledgdersh
Institute relied on local expertise to address remrental
science, the arts, computer resources, youth tsliand
education processes. Education resources from Biater
A Hand, Global Rivers Environmental Education Neatkv
(GREEN), Adopt-A-Watershed, and California Aquatic
Science Education Consortium (CASEC) served as the
foundation for improving understanding of how twadlve
local youth in watershed protection. Latino comntyni
leaders and other community members were involved i
learning to use these materials and then analypedthe
materials could be adapted for local use. Relyiog a
small army of local college students led by orfethe
participants in the pilot Leadership Institute, AgfPura
continues to involve Latino youth and youth leaders
throughout Santa Barbara County in workshops, camp
programs, and after-school activities.
Website: http://www.uwex.edu/erc/apsummary.html

Inside the Outdoors

Orange County Department of Educatioriside the
Outdoors science and social science education programs,
incorporate Specially Designed Academic Lngion in
English (SDAIE) techniques during outdoor fieldsjp
residential outdoor science school, and outreadioaic
programs. These strategies include using cooperativ
learning groups, providing contextual clues during
instruction, using visual aids, engaging studewctively in
the learning process by using discovery learningl an
hands-on activities.
Website: http://ito.ocde.us

Proyecto Bio-Regional de Educacion Ambiental
(PROBEA)

PROBEA is a collaboration of 10 organizations—five
from each side of the US/Mexico border—who share th
same bio-region, the Tijuana River Watershed. BR®
has focused on building a network of teachers, ntelers
(maestros, promotorasggnd scientists to reach communities
through environmental education.

PROBEA's
educationa {
programs ar¢ &
extremelyg
effective® &5
because th| Lol
informationi|
is relevant tc"s=" j
individuals' lives, the curriculum is activity kb and
engaging for educators and their students andeapplied
immediately in the classroom or the community. ©@h¢he
most important aspects of this program is thahtégrates
cultures and countries that share a common bimneghd
its resources, towards working for a common gohk t
conservation of our  environment. Website:
http://www.sdnhm.org/education/binational/index.htm

Audubon Center at Debs Park

Over 25,000 kids, mostly Latino, live withinriles of
the Audubon Center at Debs Park, near downtown Los
Angeles. These kids are often left out of envirental
education opportunities. In fact, the grandpareatd
great-grandparents in the community, often fromalrur
backgrounds, possess a far broader knowledge of the
natural world than do the younger generations. With
family-oriented educational  programming, the Abon
Center at Debs Park addresses these disparitiesaands
as a model for urban nature centers across toatny.
Website: http://ca.audubon.org/debs_park.htm
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Environmental Education
For All

Learning Laguna

Learning Laguna, the Laguna Foundation
wetlands science elementary school program, 1
been gradually increasing outreach to Spani
speaking children in the Sonoma Count
area. Trained docents ask names of plan
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State Administration
Director: Celeste Royer
Phone: 805-782-7224
Email: croyer@slocoe.org

3 Admin Asst: Linda Sorensen
9 Phone: 805-782-7298

5l Email: Isorensen@slocoe.org
y
[< Manager: Debbie Fox

insects, and other animals in Spanish amfcPhone: 818-623-4852

actively solicit participation in Spanish. Thg
Docents are trained in multicultural awarenes
Learning Laguna is a hands-on, activity filleg
program which takes place in the classroom a
in the field. After their exploration of the

wetlands, students become wildlife and wetlandls

sleuths.
Website: http://www.lagunafoundation.org

Arcata & Eureka Community Recycling
Center in Humboldt County

The outreach efforts of the Arcatg
Community Recycling Center’'s Waste Reductio
Education Program have been reaching
Spanish speaking population in new wa
throughout Humboldt County. Classroo
presentations have been designed to be rich w
visuals and manipulatives, giving kindergarte
and first grade students in Spanish immersid

classrooms a fun experience as well as a rr

understanding of content. Spanish speaki
teenagers have been learning about recycli

Email: dfox@treepeople.org

> Region 1—North Coast

Coordinator: Olga Clymire

Phone: 707-263-7249
Email: olganc@pacific.net
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Region 2—North East
Coordinator: Kate Mahon
Phone: 530-225-0111

Coordinator: Craig Claver
Phone: 530-225-0111

Region 3—Capitol

Coordinator: Deborah Bruns
Phone: 530-668-3781

E-mail: bruns@ycoe.org
Coordinator: Leslie Smith
Phone: 530-478-6400, ext. 211
Email: Ismith@nuhsd.k12.ca.us

Region 4—Bay Area
Coordinator: Laura Powell
Phone: 707-775-2420

Email: bacreec@comcast.net

-

Coordinator: Pat Kent

Phone: 831-479-5327

| Email: pkent@santacruz.k12.ca.us
It Coordinator: John Oliver

1 Phone: 408-867-5950

I Email: jcoliver1024@comcast.net

?E Region 5—South Bay
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through a series of locally produced “How-to'

televisions spots airing on the Spanish netwo)\
to

be produced entirely in Spanish in Humboldt
n CREEC Connectionsis a quarterly publication of the

California Regional Environmental Education Communit

(CREEC) Network. The CREEC Network is administeredhey

California Department of Education, Environmental Educati
Program, in partnership with numerous

agencies and organizations.

Univision. These television spots are the first

County and are making this valuable informatio
available to a much wider audience.
Website:http://www.arcatarecycling.org.

CREEC Leadership

Email: kmahon@coe.shasta.k12.ca.u&mail: tlees@slocoe.org

Email: cclaver.coe.shasta.k12.ca.us Coordinator: Adrienne Marriott
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Region 6A—Delta Sierra
Coordinator: Heather Fogg
Phone: 209-468-9096

E-mail: hfogg@sjcoe.net
Coordinator: Wendy Harrison
Phone: 209-736-6009

Email: wandwl@sbcglobal.net

Region 6B—STEEP CREEC
Coordinator: Tricia Dunlap
Phone: 209-525-6604

Email: tdunlap@bigvalley.net

Region 7—Central Valley
Coordinator: Michael Coburn
Phone: 559-351-6776

Email: creec7@yahoo.com

Region 8— Central Coast
Coordinator: Teresa Lees
Phone: 805-782-7265

Region 9A—SanDCREEC

Phone: 858-292-3733
Email: creec9a@hotmail.com

Region 9B—Orange County
Coordinator: Helen de la Maza
Phone: 714-708-3889

Email: HdelaMaza@ocde.us

Region 10—RIMS

Coordinator: Kimberly Staats
Phone: 909-386-2797

Email: kimberly_staats@sbcss.k12.ca.us
Coordinator: Jennifer Futterman
Phone: 909-799-7106

Email: : jenniferevelll@hotmail.conf
Coordinator: Margina Rhyne
Phone: 760-934-0031

Email: mrhyne@monocoe.org
Coordinator: Susie Myrick
Phone: (760) 245-1661

EMail: smyrick@mdagmd.ca.gov
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Region 11—Los Angeles
Coordinator: Open
Phone: 818-623-4876

www.creec.org - 3350
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