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Welcome to another exciting year! 

 
We have many educational and environmental challenges facing us.  Fortunately, teachers are  
still interested in connecting their students to the environment and need good EE resources. 
The CREEC Network links all educators across California to high quality EE resources for use 
 in the classroom and the outdoors.   
 
To keep up-to-date on EE news, subscribe to CREEC News & Views, a monthly statewide EE newsletter, at 
www.creec.org.  You can also subscribe to the regional newsletters by visiting your region’s homepage.  Search 
the CREEC Calendars and Resource Directory to learn about programs and events throughout California. 

New Coordinators 
 

Region 2:  Cassie Simons was born and raised in southeastern Michigan where she spent most of 
her childhood playing soccer.  She graduated from Michigan State University in 2001 with a B.S. 
in Environmental Studies and spent a semester abroad in Pokhara, Nepal. She joined AmeriCorps 
after college and worked in the beautiful mountains of Ukiah. Next, she spent many years 
traveling Northern California working in the fisheries, botany, and outdoor education fields. She 
obtained her teaching credential in Biology and Earth Science in 2006 from UC Davis.  She is 
currently in her fourth year at Whiskeytown Environmental School, where she splits her time 

behind computers and exploring nature with kids. Her favorite hobby is exploring streams with a snorkel in 
hand.   
 
Region 7:  Rae Ann Jimenez is based at the Merced COE where she also serves as a Math Consultant.  Rae 
Ann is from the Central Valley and enjoys the agricultural community in which she resides.  Rae Ann is looking 
forward to providing support to teachers in need of EE resources and working with EE providers in the region. 

Events and Exhibitions 

 

Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute Open House  
Saturday, September 12, 2009, Monterey 

 
The MBARI open house will feature science and technology exhibits, displays of deep-sea video from Monterey 
Bay, research presentations, children's activities, ocean career information and much more. MBARI staff, 
scientists, and engineers will share their excitement about the institute's work.  For more information, visit  
http://www.mbari.org/about/openhouse.html. 
 

Coastweeks 
September 19 to October 11, throughout California 

 
Coastweeks is a three week celebration of our coast and waterways. The California Coastal Commission has 
created an online calendar of events at www.coastal.ca.gov/publiced/coastweeks/coastweeks.html. There are 
currently about 200 events happening throughout the state, including such varied activities as kayak tours, 
speakers, hiking trips, festivals, restoration events, and much more. Coastweeks starts with the 25th Annual 

California Coastal Cleanup Day on September 19th, a massive volunteer effort with 70,000 Californians 
working to clean up our environment.  
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Events & Exhibitions 
 

National Public Lands Day 
September 26, 2009 

 
National Public Lands Day (NPLD) is the nation's largest hands-on volunteer effort to improve America's public 
lands. NPLD began in 1994 with three federal agencies and 700 volunteers. This year, over 130,000 volunteers 
will lend a hand at an estimated 2,000 locations across the nation. Eight federal land management agencies along 
with many state and local agencies participate in this annual day of caring for shared lands. This year, NPLD 
volunteers will focus on protecting our nation's water resources. Learn more and sign up to volunteer at 
www.publiclandsday.org.  
 
 

The Water Education Foundation Tour 
October 7-9, 2009, Sacramento Valley 

 
Registration is underway for the Foundation's Northern California Tour.  This three day, two night tour travels 
the length of the Sacramento Valley, the focal point for many activities including a major effort to restore 
populations of endangered Chinook salmon.  On this tour you will learn about the significance of the Sacramento 
River, which supplies 35% of California's water. Topics will also include farming in the Sacramento Valley, 
State Water Project and Central Valley Project operations, impacts of mining on water quality, and much more.  
For more information, visit http://www.watereducation.org/toursdoc.asp?id=821. 

Conferences & Workshops 

 

NAAEE Annual Conference 
October 6-11, 2009, Portland, OR 

 

Registrations are still being accepted for this years’ NAAEE Conference in Portland.  This years’ theme is  The 
Power of Partnerships: Creative Leadership in Environmental Education.  There are great sessions, field 
trips, seminars, and other events.  To register, visit http://www.naaee.org/conference/registration. 
 
Live Webcast: Future of EE in North America 
Thursday, October 8, 2009, 11:45 am - 1:15 pm ~ Online 

 
If you are unable to attend the NAAEE conference in Portland, please join us for a live streaming of 
this plenary session, presented by these EE leaders from Canada, Mexico, and the United States:  
Elizabeth Kilvert, Research and Strategy Advisor for Environment Canada; Ruth McCully, 

Director of US EPA’s Office of Children's Health Protection and Environmental Education; and Salvador 

Morelos Ochoa, Head of the Center of Education and Training for Sustainable Development in Mexico.  This 
opportunity is being offered ONLY to NAAEE members at a reasonable $25.00 for this unique, one-time-only 
presentation. To register, visit http://naaee.org/catalog/product_info.php?cPath=32&products_id=428. 

Programs and Resources 

 

Disney Planet Challenge 
Deadline to enroll: December 18, 2009 

 

Launching nationwide this year to address growing demand, Disney’s Planet Challenge    
(DPC) is a highly-acclaimed project-based environmental competition for the classroom    
which empowers students to make a difference in their school, at home and in their local    
communities. Among Disney’s most significant inspirational initiatives, the program has      
been available in a growing number of regional markets (California, Florida, Cayman Islands    

and Hong Kong) since 1994 (as “Disney’s Environmentality Challenge®). The national grand prize winner will 
receive an expenses-paid trip the Disneyland® Resort and a chance to have their project featured on Disney 
Channel. Up to four regional winners will receive a $2500.00 grant for the teacher, an environmentally 
conscious Disney prize pack for each student and more. Up to 50 state finalists (1 per state) will receive up to a 
$1000.00 grant, each student will receive a prize pack and more. For more information, please visit 
www.disney.com/planetchallenge. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Programs and Resources 

 

Fall 2009 EETAP Courses ~ Online 

  

The Environmental Education and Training Partnership (EETAP) and the University of Wisconsin - Stevens 
Point (UWSP) online EE courses and schedule are listed below.   
 
Making EE Relevant for Culturally Diverse Audiences (MEER) 
September 8 - November 13, 2009 

10-week course designed to provide the basic knowledge and skills needed to make EE relevant to culturally 
diverse audiences.  
 
Applied Environmental Education Program Evaluation 
September 8 - December 4, 2009 
This 13-week online course is designed to assist environmental educators and natural resource professionals in 
evaluating their education programs.  
 
Leadership Development in Natural Resources: Strategic Planning and Implementation 

September 21 - November 20, 2009 

Learn how to develop successful strategic planning and implementation models, processes, and techniques.  
 
There are $200 scholarships available for the AEEPE course and $100 scholarships available for the MEER 
course! The AEEPE scholarships are offered to course participants that are state EE leaders and the MEER 
scholarships are offered to course participants that are community and/or state EE leaders.  To register for these 
courses, visit http://www.uwsp.edu/natres/eetap/index.aspx. 
 

 

Climate Change Presentations for High Schools 

 
The Alliance for Climate Education (ACE) will visit your high school to deliver exciting science-based 
multimedia presentations on climate education including delving into tangible solutions to stop climate 
destruction. ACE also offers grant and scholarship opportunities to empower students to take action. Visit their 
website for details at http://www.climateeducation.org/. 
 
 

DIRT! The Movie 

 
DIRT! The Movie takes you inside the wonders of the soil. It tells the story of Earth's most valuable and 
underappreciated source of fertility, from its miraculous beginning to its crippling degradation. The opening 
scenes of the film dive into the wonderment of the soil. The film brings to life the environmental, economic, 
social, and political impact that the soil has. It shares the stories of experts from all over the world who study and 
are able to harness the beauty and power of a respectful and mutually beneficial relationship with soil.   
For more information, visit http://www.dirtthemovie.org. 
  
Growing Up WILD 

 
The Council for Environmental Education has just unveiled its much anticipated early childhood 
initiative, Growing Up WILD. Designed for educators of children ages 3-7, Growing Up WILD builds on 
children’s sense of wonder about nature through outdoor exploration. The 27 field-tested activities provide an 
early foundation for developing positive impressions about nature and lifelong social and academic skills. To 
learn more, visit http://www.projectwild.org/GrowingUpWILD.htm. 
  
 

Earth Days Film 
 
Visually stunning, vastly entertaining and awe-inspiring, Earth Days looks back to the dawn and 
development of the modern environmental movement-from its post-war rustlings in the 1950s 
and the 1962 publication of Rachel Carson's incendiary bestseller Silent Spring, to the first 
wildly successful 1970 Earth Day celebration and the subsequent firestorm of political action.  
Visit http://www.earthdaysmovie.com/ for more information. 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Programs and Resources 

 
How to Go Green for School Teachers 

 
Are you looking for easy tips to encourage environmental practices at your school.  Some helpful suggestions 
can be found at http://planetgreen.discovery.com/go-green/school-teachers/index.html.   
 
The River Report 

 

Are you looking to teach your students about water?  The Water Education Foundation publishes the 
River Report, a biennial newsletter devoted to Colorado River issues.  To read the current or past 
issues, visit http://www.watereducation.org/doc.asp?id=876.   
 
No Impact Man 

 

New Yorker Colin Beavan decided to eliminate his personal impact on the environment for a year -- 
no car, no electricity, no material consumption, and no garbage. But when his wife and daughter 
were dragged into the fray, the No Impact Project had an unforeseen impact of its own.  Laura 
Gabbert and Justin Schein's documentary, No Impact Man opens this month in New York and Los 
Angeles, provides an intriguing look into the experiment, and its impact on Colin's family life. To 
learn more, visit http://www.noimpactdoc.com/about.php.  
 

Climate Change: Fitting the Pieces Together  

In partnership with the Cooperative Program for Operational Meteorology, Education and 
Training (COMET) and the American Meteorological Society (AMS), NEEF has produced a 
new online course: Climate Change: Fitting the Pieces Together. The free two-hour 
course provides a basic overview of climate change science and answers questions about 
climate change frequently asked by the public. It also covers signs of climate change, how 
scientists study climate, the current thinking on future changes and what can be done to minimize the effects. For 
more information, visit http://www.meted.ucar.edu/topics_climate.php. 

Grants, Awards, Scholarships, and Contests 
 

Eco-Schools USA 
 
The National Wildlife Federation is teaming up with the movie SHORTS and FTL Solar to 
introduce the international Eco-Schools program to Americans with the Eco-Schools USA: Rock 
Your Green Wish with the movie SHORTS! sweepstakes.  Make a green wish for your school - 
enter the Eco-Schools USA: Rock Your Green Wish with the movie Shorts! sweepstakes and your 
school could win big prizes! The sweepstakes asks students to make a green wish for your 
school!  Students grades 1-12 can enter daily at http://www.nwf.org/ecoschools/sweepstakes.cfm. 
 
Get To Know Contest 

 
Robert Bateman's Get to Know California, an art and writing contest, is set to launch in 
California on September 26, for youths up to 18 years old. The contest encourages youth to 
explore their local state parks, and express themselves in drawing, writing and photography. 
Winners will receive wild prizes from sponsors and inclusion in the Robert Bateman Get to 
Know calendar. For contest details, visit http://www.gettoknow.ca/us/contest/.  
 

Lowe’s Toolbox for Education Grant Program 
Deadline: October 16, 2009 or when 1500 applications have been received 

 
Lowe’s Charitable and Educational Foundation (LCEF) offers this grant program to 
schools to help them succeed on a school project. This year, basic needs will be the priority 
and providing the tools that educators and parent groups need through these challenging times that will make the 
biggest impact.  To apply, visit 
http://www.toolboxforeducation.com/  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Grants, Awards, Scholarships, and Contests 

 
Bay Watershed Education and Training Grant 
Deadline:  October 8, 2009 

 
The NOAA California Bay Watershed Education and Training (B-WET) Program provides funds to support 
environment-based education throughout the watersheds of San Francisco Bay, Monterey Bay, and Santa 
Barbara Channel.  NOAA B-WET is an environmental education program that promotes locally relevant, 
experiential learning in the K-12 environment. The primary delivery of B-WET is through competitive funding 
that promotes Meaningful Watershed Educational Experiences (MWEEs). B-WET applicants are encouraged to 
partner with local NOAA entities. Application deadlines vary by region.  To apply, visit 
http://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/news/bwet/welcome.html. 
 
 

Project Learning Tree Green Works! Grants 
Deadline:  October 31, 2009 

 

GreenWorks! grants engage PLT educators and their students with their local community in "learning-by-
doing" environmental projects.  Student leadership, service-learning and community participation are the 
cornerstones to GreenWorks! projects. These grassroots action projects enable schools and youth organizations 
across the country to make a positive impact on their communities. PLT educators are eligible for grants of $250 
to $5,000. To learn more, visit http://www.plt.org.  
 

Student Climate Change Solutions Contest 
Deadline:  October 23, 2009 

 
With the 40th Anniversary of Earth Day approaching, Earth Day Network is holding a back-to-
school Student Climate Change Solutions contest for K-4th graders. Winners will be announced 
by Earth Day Network online and will receive a substantial prize package. Contest guidelines 
and a climate change lesson plan themed around the think green for kids book are available.  
Apply at http://www.earthday.net/climatechangesolutionscontest. 
 

Legislation 

 
Education and the Environment Initiative 

 

The EEI curriculum has undergone a rigorous review by Content Review Experts and 
Instructional Materials Reviewers approved by the State Board of Education.  The Report of 
Findings will be reviewed by the Curriculum Development & Supplemental Materials 
Commission this month.  The Curriculum Commission will submit its recommendations to the 
Secretaries of the California Environmental Protection Agency and the California Natural 
Resources Agency.  The Secretaries will then submit the materials to the State Board of 
Education for approval in January 2010. To review any of the units, visit the EEI website at 
http://www.calepa.ca.gov/Education/EEI/default.htm. 

 
 

No Child Left Inside 

 
The No Child Left Inside movement enjoys widespread support from many sectors of American society. 
Business, faith, environmental, health, recreation, and many other organizations have come together to work 
towards the goal of achieving environmental literacy for all students.  To learn more about this national 
legislation to support environmental literacy, visit http://www.cbf.org/Page.aspx?pid=699.   
.   
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