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Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
The days have grown cooler and shorter but I hope you are still enjoying the great 
outdoors.  Check the CREEC Network Calendars for events in your area.  Search 
the CREEC Calendars and Resource Directory to learn about programs and  
events throughout California. 
 
The CREEC Network links educator to high quality EE resources for use in the classroom and the 
outdoors. Subscribe to CREEC News & Views at www.creec.org so you can receive notices about 
statewide opportunities. Subscribe to the regional newsletters for local events and resources.   

Conservation Case Studies Needed 
Deadline: November 18, 2009 

 

National Audubon and the Environmental Education and Training Partnership (EETAP) are seeking 
examples of projects that have successfully used education to help solve conservation problems. They 
will highlight these case studies in a Conservation Education Toolkit designed to help conservation 
practitioners better integrate education as a key conservation strategy.  Ideal case studies identify a 
specific biodiversity target; address threats to the target, focus on specific audiences; focus on 
education, communication, outreach, and/or social marketing strategies to reach that audience; and 
include an evaluation component. Please complete the survey  at 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=ALvBAsgp8ys1yfyIX_2bC2cA_3d_3d. 

Conferences  
 

Green Schools Conference - Bringing Sustainability to a 

New Generation 
December 9-11, 2009, Pasadena, CA 

 
Come to the nation's largest green schools event for information, education and resources that will 
help you discover how to take school buildings - including existing facilities - into the 21st century!  
Find out how you can save on energy costs, capturing additional funds for basic programs. Get details 
about funding programs for your school. Discover curriculum resources for integrating principles of 
sustainability in your curriculum!  To register , visit http://www.green-technology.org/gcschools/. 

 
 

NSTA Web Seminar – Relevance of Climate Change for the Arctic Marine 

Biological System 
December 3, 2009, 3:30-5:00 p.m. 

 

Dr. Rolf Gradinger, polar ecologist at the School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences at the University of 
Alaska, Fairbanks will discuss the implications of increased ship traffic, resource exploration, and 
implications of Arctic warming for the connectivity between the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans.  Register 
for free at http://learningcenter.nsta.org/products/symposia_seminars/fall09/IPY/webseminar.aspx. 
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CSTA Call for Presentations 
Deadline: February 1, 2010 

 

Submit your proposal today for today for the 2010 conference. Only Workshop and Short 
Course proposals are being accepted at this time. Commercial workshops will be accepted 
in March 2010.  To submit your proposal, go to http://www.cascience.org/csta/conf_home.asp. 

 
NAAEE Call For Presentations 
Deadline: February 1, 2010 

 

The Call for Presentations for the 2010 Annual Conference in Buffalo-Niagara 
is open. Submit your proposal to http://www.naaee.org/conference/call-for-presentations.    

  

Grants, Awards, and Contests 
 

Disney Planet Challenge 
Deadline: December 18, 2009 

 

Disney’s Planet Challenge (DPC) is a highly-acclaimed project-based environmental competition for 
the classroom which empowers 4th to 6th grade students to make a difference in their school, at home 
and in their local communities. The national grand prize winner will receive an expenses-paid trip the 
Disneyland® Resort and a chance to have their project featured on Disney Channel. For more 
information, please visit www.disney.com/planetchallenge. 

 

Heinz Memories Intergenerational Garden Award 
Deadline January 10, 2010 

 

The H. J. Heinz Company is proud to sponsor the Heinz Wholesome Memories Intergenerational 

Garden Award, designed to foster family focused garden efforts in communities across the country. 

The award will provide 57 families with a $500 award package containing the tools needed to embark 

on a successful gardening adventure that will foster lasting intergenerational memories while growing 

wholesome food.  The award is open to any adult in the United States who wishes to garden with 

preschool to high school-aged family member(s) and feels that gardening is a great way to build 

lasting memories.  To apply, visit http://www.kidsgardening.com/grants/heinz.asp.   
 

 

President's Environmental Youth Awards 
Deadline:  December 31, 2009 

 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) sponsors the President's Environmental Youth 
Awards (PEYA). The program recognizes young people across America in grades K-12 for projects 
which demonstrate their commitment to the environment. To be eligible to compete, a student or 
students, sponsored by an adult, must submit to their local EPA regional office evidence of a 
completed project, as well as a completed application.  Young people in all 50 states and the U.S. 
territories are invited to participate.  To apply, visit http://www.epa.gov/enviroed/peya/index.html.   
 

 

Recycle Rex 
Deadline: March 13, 2010 

 
Register your K–6th grade classes for Recycle Rex’s Statewide Recycle Challenge beginning October 
26, 2009.  The registration form will be available at the Department of Conservation’s web site. You 
may register by email or regular mail.   The winners will be announced on Earth Day, April 22, 2010!   
To register, visit http://www.conservation.ca.gov/dor/rre/Pages/index.aspx.   

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Grants, Awards, and Contests 

 
Richard C. Bartlett EE Award 
Deadline: January 15, 2010 

 
The Richard C. Bartlett Environmental Education Award is awarded annually to an outstanding educator who 
has successfully integrated environmental education into his or her daily education programs. The award is given 
to an educator who can serve as an inspiration and model for others.  A $5,000 cash award is provided for the 
recipient to continue their work in EE.  The Richard C. Bartlett Award honors teachers that are bringing 
environmental education into the curriculum and the community, not just teaching about environmental 
challenges but also engaging students in the solution.  To apply, visit http://www.neefusa.org/bartlettaward.htm. 

 

Toyota Tapestry Grant 
Deadline: January 18, 2010 

 
A partnership between Toyota Motor Sales and the National Science Teachers Association, the 
Toyota TAPESTRY Grants for Science Teachers program offers grants to K–12 science teachers 
for innovative projects that enhance science education in the school or district. Fifty large grants and a minimum 
of 20 mini-grants, totaling $550,000 in all, will be awarded this year.  Visit http://www.nsta.org/pd/tapestry/. 

 

Arbor Day Poster Contest    “Trees are Terrific…and Energy Wise!” 
Deadline: March 1, 2010 

 
Fifth Grade Educators and their students are invited to participate in the annual Arbor Day 
Poster Contest, a program of the National Arbor Day Foundation, and sponsored in 
California by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) and 
the California Community Forests Foundation. We hope you will use the contest activity to help your 
students learn more about how trees provide many environmental benefits – including capturing and 
storing energy.  To apply, visit http://www.arborday.org/kids/postercontest/. 
 

Young Naturalist Awards 2010 
Deadline: March 1, 2010 

 

The American Museum of Natural History announces the 13th 
annual Young Naturalist Award, a research-based essay contest for students in grades 7-12 to promote 
participation and communication in science.  To learn more, visit www.amnh.org/yna. 

 

 

Programs and Resources 
 

The State of Seafood Report 
  
The Monterey Bay Aquarium released a new report - Turning the Tide:  The State of 
Seafood.  Our oceans are increasingly affected by human activities—primarily the ways 
we catch and farm seafood. Today, fish and other populations of ocean wildlife, from turtles to 
seabirds, are imperiled. Yet we appear to have reached a turning point, with many signs of hope for 
the future. Fishermen and consumers, businesses and govern-ments recognize the threats. They are 
charting a new course, and cooperating in new ways.  Read the new report to learn more about the 
threats to our oceans, as well as the significant steps being taken to preserve what remains—and 
restore what we've lost.   http://www.montereybayaquarium.org/cr/cr_seafoodwatch/report/. 
 

Seafood Smarts Quiz 
 
Think your sustainable seafood smarts run deep? Put your knowledge to the test with 
the Seafood Smarts Quiz. Find out if you're a Bluefish Brainiac or merely a Floundering 
Flounder. Take the quiz and then share it with all your friends!   
http://www.montereybayaquarium.org/cr/cr_seafoodwatch/sfw_quiz.aspx. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Programs and Resources 
 

Sally Ride Climate Change Curriculum 
 
Investigate the global impacts of climate change—epic changes that are happening now to the 
atmosphere, every continent, every ocean, and every ecosystem around the world. The books in the 
Climate Change Classroom Set blend the latest science and environmental concerns with current 
ideas and solutions for facing our climate challenge and creating a healthier planet.  To review, visit 
http://www.sallyridescience.com/for_educators/classroom_sets/climate. 

 

Catch the Science Bug 
 
The educational goals of Catch the Science Bug are to increase science literacy and 
raise environmental consciousness by adhering to national standards and guidelines for content and 
use different teaching methods to engage all types of learners, and encourage life-long learning by 
featuring scientists who model this behavior.  To review, visit http://sciencebug.org/index.html. 
 

Digital Ocean: Sampling the Sea 
 
DigitalOcean: Sampling the Sea will build a foundation for solutions using online 
collaborative technologies to create awareness among students about the need to preserve 
ocean resources. A multi-disciplinary team from UC Santa Barbara, partnering with Google 
Ocean, NASA GLOBE, and ePals, will reach 200 classrooms, involving 3,500 students 
from multiple countries, in the first year. By integrating social networks of students/teachers 
collecting data, images, and stories about seafood in their local communities with interactive, 
animated displays of scientific content about trends in fisheries and ocean species in Google Ocean, 
students will learn about sustainable seafood choices and effects of human actions on the ocean. By 
"Sampling the Sea," students will actively participate in research, contribute knowledge, and foster a 
global discussion of how the oceans are changing, how choices drive those changes, and possible 
solutions.  Middle and high school classrooms are invited to participate.  For more information, visit 
http://www.cftnm.ucsb.edu/Programs/EMI/Research/SS_teacher_recruitment.html. 

 

From Farm to Fork 
 
California Agriculture in the Classroom recently updated this unit which provides 5th 
through 7th graders a better understanding of food safety through real-life examples and 
enjoyable activities. Students learn that everyone has a responsibility in minimizing food 
borne illnesses—farmers, transporters, restaurants, grocery stores...and the consumer! 
Through reading, games, puzzles, math problems and science investigations, participants 
identify the roles each one of us plays to ensure the food we enjoy is safe to eat.  To download the unit 
and for other CAITC units, visit http://cfaitc.org/LessonPlans/LessonPlans.php. 
 

Sharks: Predators with a Purpose  
 
Shark populations are dropping all over the world due to shark fishing and finning 
practices. Few people realize the incredible importance of sharks in the marine ecosystem. 
This new Oceanic Research Group educational film is designed to show to the importance 
of sharks and their plight in today's ocean. The film is available to watch for free online. 
To watch the film, visit http://oceanicresearch.org/education/films/predators.html. 
 

Let’s Go Outside 
 

The Fish and Wildlife Service has a fun 
new way for students to discover new things about their own neighborhood! It’s a game students play 
on your computer and then go outside and discover what you learned about.  Students can earn patches 
as they complete projects.  For more information, visit http://www.fws.gov/letsgooutside/. 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

BirdSleuth 
 
Cornell University has several online modules for teachers to use with students in grades 4-8.  
BirdSleuth provides an ideal way to teach science process through engaging, hands-on activities, 
citizen science, and authentic scientific research!  The modules contain lesson plans, journal pages, 
and resources to guide students.  Visit http://www.birds.cornell.edu/birdsleuth/inquiry-resources . 
 

 

Workshops and Teacher Opportunities 
 

Water Leaders 2010 
Deadline:  December 7, 2009 

 

Applications are being accepted for the Foundation's 2010 Water Leaders Class, a yearlong 
program that educates young professionals from diverse backgrounds about water issues. 
Each class member is assigned a top level policy- maker as a mentor as the class researches 
and analyzes a specific water topic. Class members are expected to attend a January 
orientation, the Bay-Delta Tour, one other Foundation tour, and the March 25-26 Executive 
Briefing. Class members also spend time shadowing their mentor and working on a class- 

prepared research report.  Tuition is $2,500 and there is a $25 application fee. Scholarship funding is 
available.  The class begins January 2010.  To apply, visit  
               http://www.watereducation.org/userfiles/2010WaterLeaders.pdf. 

 
 

 

Legislation 

 
NCLI is in the Spotlight on DC News 

This news report featuring Congressman John Sarbanes (MD) highlights the way the No Child Left 
Inside Act will improve our nation's education as well as help the growing child obesity problem.   
Take a few minutes to watch this story that headlined Fox 5 News in D.C. on November 11th.    
http://www.cbf.org/Page.aspx?pid=699.  
 
To see a list of the Coalition members, go to http://www.cbf.org/Page.aspx?pid=956.   
 
To see which congressional representatives support NCLI, visit http://www.thomas.gov/.  Thomas is a 
tool provided by the Library of Congress to allow citizens to follow legislation currently in front of the 
House and Senate.  You can access the most current list of bill cosponsors on this site.  The bill 
number for NCLI is HR 2054. 
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