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Happy New Year Everyone! 
 
Welcome to the second decade of the 21st century.  The CREEC Network will  
continue to link educators to excellent environmental education resources to promote the 
environmental literacy of California students.  Check out our new CREEC Blog at 
www.creec.org where we will post information about EE programs and events around 
the state. Select the button at the bottom of the navigation bar on all CREEC websites.   
 
The Calendars and Resource Directory provide links to important events and resources.  In addition 
to receiving CREEC News & Views each month, be sure to subscribe to the regional newsletters for 
local information. Please forward the newsletters to  interested educators around the state.  Thank you 
and have a prosperous year. 

Legislative Updates 

 
Education and the Environment Initiative 
 

The State Board of Education unanimously approved 76 EEI units at their January 2010 meeting.  
Congratulations to the staff at Cal EPA and the California Integrated Waste Management Board and to 
the many consultants, writers, reviewers, editors, etc. involved in the development of this curriculum 
for California schools!  We look forward to the approval of the remaining units in March.  As we 
celebrate EEI's approval, we also look ahead to the huge task of training California's teachers to use the 
units in their classrooms.  Planning and fund raising efforts for teacher professional development are 
underway.  Stay tuned!  

 
No Child Left Inside 

 
The U.S. Department of Education is working on the reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education (ESEA) Act (aka No Child Left Behind).  Efforts are underway to ensure that the bill 
includes provisions for pre-K through grade 12 environmental and outdoor education as outlined in the 
No Child Left Inside Act, sponsored by Senator Reed and Congressman Sarbanes. 
 
Input Sought Now:  The Department of Education (DOE) is requesting comments on ESEA as they 
begin drafting new language for the bill.  DOE officials are reviewing and considering all comments 
received.  If you are interested in letting the DOE staff hear from you about the value of environmental 
and outdoor education to student success and teacher quality, please go to ESEA.comments@ed.gov 
and let Secretary Duncan and the Obama Administration know that you support the inclusion of NCLI 
in the reauthorized ESEA. The No Child Left Inside (NCLI) Coalition has set a goal of having 50,000 
emails sent to Secretary Duncan's office in support of the inclusion of NCLI in the reauthorized 
ESEA.  Now is the time to show our support for environmental education.  Comments are needed by 

the third week of January 2010. 
 
NCLI formed in 2006 and has come along way in just a few years. However, the real work in support 
of environmental and outdoor education is still ahead.  We want to ensure that all of our nation's 
students graduate from high school as environmentally literate students who are prepared for the 
challenges and opportunities of the 21st century but it is going to take each and every one of us. 
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Conferences and Events 
 

CSTA Call for Presentations 
Deadline: February 1, 2010 

 

CSTA is seeking classroom science teachers to present one-hour workshops at the 2010 
conference in Sacramento, October 22-24, 2010. Online proposals are being accepted at 
http://www.cascience.org/. 

 
NAAEE Call For Presentations 
Deadline: February 1, 2010 

 

Join the New York State Outdoor Education Association as they host attendees from around the world 
in Buffalo-Niagara, New York.  Nine strands compliment the conference theme, "Building 
Connections - Bridging Gaps" and include: Arts, Culture, and Spirituality; Conservation Education; 
Innovative Programs and Practices; Network and Leadership Development; Place-based Education 
Socio-ecological Justice and Community Engagement; Teaching and Learning; Sustainability; Energy 
Education and Green Technology; and Urban and Rural Interface.  For submission requirements, visit 
www.naaee.org/conference/call-for-presentations. 
  

California Western Monarch Day 
February 5, 2010 

 

Join millions of students and educators who are helping to bring public awareness to the 
endangered migration of the Western Monarch butterfly, the need to preserve the 
migration and pollination corridors, and also to preserve, protect and manage California's 
major regular over-wintering habitats.  For activities and information about Monarch 
Butterflies, visit http://www.butterflypalace.org/. 

National Lab Day 

May 2010 

 
National Lab Day is more than just a day. It's a nationwide initiative to build local communities of 
support (hubs) that will foster ongoing collaborations among volunteers, students and educators.  
Volunteers — university students, scientists, engineers, other STEM professionals and, more broadly, 
members of the community — will work together with educators and students to improve labs and 
discovery-based science experiences for students in grades 6-12.  In the first week of May 2010, we 
will celebrate this collaboration with National Lab Day activities across the country.  What is a lab?  
It's a place where you can explore, experiment, test, and maybe even get your hands dirty. We're not 
just talking about test tubes and beakers. A lab could be a laptop to a software designer, a mountaintop 
to a geologist, a computer link to a distant particle accelerator to a physicist, or a factory floor to an 
industrial engineer. It's a place where hands-on lessons in science and engineering and technology can 
be designed to happen, or where math can come alive, and it could be anywhere in the physical or 
virtual world.  To get involved, visit http://www.nationallabday.org/about.   

 
 

What are your New Year’s resolutions to help protect the environment in 2010?  
 
Will you combine more trips and drive efficiently? Will you will unplug your rechargers when not 
using them?  Will you will read more pesticide labels and use them carefully?  What will you do…?.  
Share what YOU will do to help protect the environment in 2010. The U.S. EPA is collecting your 
resolutions on their Green Blog at http://blog.epa.gov/blog/2010/01/04/qotw-resolutions-2010/.    

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Grants, Awards, and Contests 
 

NEA Foundation Green Grants 
Deadline: February 1, 2010 

 

Public school educators are eligible to apply for individual grants worth up to $5,000 for the 
development and implementation of ideas, techniques, and approaches for teaching “green” concepts.  
The NEA Foundation – Nickelodeon Big Green Help Public Education Grants are available in the 
form of Student Achievement grants to K-8 public school educators. The Big Green Help Grants 
Program is dedicated to the development and implementation of ideas, techniques, and approaches for 
teaching green concepts to elementary and middle school students. The grants target environmental 
education as an area of great promise in helping students develop a sense of environmental 
stewardship. All Big Green Grants will be awarded in the amount of $5,000. 
 
The NEA Foundation – Staples Foundation Green Grants to public school educators are available in 
the form of both Learning and Leadership and Student Achievement grants. A collaborative effort 
between the Staples Foundation for Learning and the NEA Foundation, Green Grants to Public School 
Educators support projects that integrate green-related topics with various standards-based content 
areas to increase student engagement and improve academic achievement. The grant amount is $2,000 
for individual Learning and Leadership grants and $5,000 for Student Achievement and group 
Learning and Leadership grants.  To learn more, visit http://www.neafoundation.org/pages/educators/
grant-programs/nea-foundation-green-grants/. 

 

Ocean Guardian Grant 
Deadline: February 1, 2010 

 
NOAA’s Office of National Marine Sanctuaries is offering Ocean Guardian grants of $2,000- $6,000 
to a number of California schools whose students create a school or community-based conservation 
project that protects their local watershed and the ocean. K-12 schools in the following counties are 
eligible:  Marin, San Francisco, Alameda, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Monterey, San Benito, 
San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, and Ventura. This website also offer lesson plans and videos on 
ocean education. For more information, visit http://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/education/ocean_guardian/.   

 

Amgen Award for Science Teaching Excellence (AASTE) 
Deadline: February 5, 2010 
 
The Amgen Award for Science Teaching Excellence is an annual awards program that recognizes 
extraordinary contributions by K-12 educators across the U.S. and Canada who are elevating the level 
of science literacy through creativity in the classroom and motivation of students. An independent 
panel of judges selects the winners based on the following criteria: creativity and effectiveness of 
teaching methods; plans for the use of grant money to improve science education resources in their 
schools; and submission of a science lesson plan showcasing innovative methods in the classroom.   
Thirty-four science teachers will be awarded an unrestricted cash grant of $5,000, and their schools 
will receive a restricted grant of $5,000 to be used to expand or enhance the school’s science program, 
purchase new science resources, or further the professional development of their science teachers.  For 
more information, visit http://www.amgen.com/citizenship/aaste.html. 
  
Lowe’s Toolbox for Education Grant Program 
Deadline: February 12, 2010 

 
Raise up to $5,000 for your school in minutes.  It’s almost that easy when you take advantage of 
Lowe’s Toolbox for Education grant program. Lowe’s Charitable and Educational Foundation knows 
how hard people work for their kids and community.  They are dedicated to helping parent-teacher 
groups achieve even more for schools. Apply for the Toolbox for Education Grant now and build on 
your success with a Lowe’s grant. To apply, visit http://toolboxforeducation.com/index.html.    

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Grants, Awards, and Contests 
 

U.S. EPA National Environmental Video Competition 
Deadline: February 16, 2010 

 

The U.S. EPA is sponsoring a video contest that challenges filmmakers and students to produce short, 
creative videos that highlight the Three Rs of individual consumption: reduce, reuse, and recycle. The 
EPA will award cash prizes up to $2,500 and will be accepting video submissions through February 
16, 2010.  The competition “Our Planet, Our Stuff, Our Choice” calls for short, creative videos that 
examine consumption and recycling and offer community based solutions.  Entries should be 30-60 
seconds in length and promote steps individuals and organizations can take to minimize negative 
environmental impacts within their communities on the following topics: Reducing and reusing, 
Recycling, Composting, and Consumption and its effect on environmental footprint.  To enter, visit 
http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/wycd/video.htm. 

 

Call for Young Eco-Hero Nominations and Applications 
Deadline: February 28, 2010 
 
Calling all Young Eco-Heroes for this annual Action For Nature juried contest. Cash prizes and other 
gifts are awarded to young people, 8 to 16 years of age, who have initiated and achieved outstanding 
environmental success, and whose efforts will inspire others. Guidelines and application form 
available on the Web site. Nominations encouraged. To apply, visit http://www.actionfornature.org/  

 

Young Naturalist Awards 2010 
Deadline: March 1, 2010 

 

The American Museum of Natural History announces the 13th annual Young Naturalist Award, a 
research-based essay contest for students in grades 7-12 to promote participation and communication 
in science.  To learn more, visit www.amnh.org/yna. 

Conferences 

Arbor Day Poster Contest    “Trees are Terrific…and Energy Wise!” 
Deadline: March 1, 2010 

 
Fifth Grade Educators and their students are invited to participate in the annual Arbor Day 
Poster Contest, a program of the National Arbor Day Foundation, and sponsored in 
California by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) and the 
California Community Forests Foundation. We hope you will use the contest activity to help your 
students learn more about how trees provide many environmental benefits – including capturing and 
storing energy.  To apply, visit http://www.arborday.org/kids/postercontest/. 

 

Recycle Rex 
Deadline: March 13, 2010 

 
Register your K–6th grade classes for Recycle Rex’s Statewide Recycle Challenge beginning October 
26, 2009.  The registration form will be available at the Department of Conservation’s web site. You 
may register by email or regular mail.   The winners will be announced on Earth Day, April 22, 2010!   
To register, visit http://www.conservation.ca.gov/dor/rre/Pages/index.aspx.   

Grants, Awards & Contests 

Bright Ideas Grants: PG&E Solar Schools Program 
Deadline: March 20, 2010 

 

Spring 2010 grant applications are now being accepted that promote environmental 
stewardship in the following categories:  Educational Solar Projects; Youth Energy and 
Environmental Programs; Renewable energy or Science Related Field Trips; Green Your 
School Projects; and Professional Development/Service Learning Projects/Workforce Development 
Programs.  For more information, visit www.need.org/pgesolarschools. 

 

Resources 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Grants, Awards, and Contests 
 

International Children's Painting Competition 
Deadline: April 15, 2010 

 

The United Nations Environment Programme's International Children's Painting Competition invites 
young people (ages 6-14) to submit their paintings on the theme to the relevant UNEP Regional 
Office. This year's theme is Biodiversity: Connecting with Nature. The competition encourages 
children from all parts of the world to focus on particular environmental issues and how these issues 
affect their communities. Regional winners will be announced on World Environment Day, June 5, 
2010. The regional first prize winners will each receive a cash prize and a trip for themselves and an 
accompanying adult to the Tunza International Children’s Conference in Aichi, Japan, August 2010.  
For more information, visit http://www.unep.org/tunza/children/inner.asp?ct=co...  

Teacher Opportunities 
 

Climate Discovery Online Courses for Educators 
January 22 - March 14, 2010 
 
Are you seeking a K-12 professional development opportunity that will enhance your qualifications, 
competency, and self-confidence in integrating Earth system science, climate, and global change into 
your science classroom? The National Center for Atmospheric Research offers a series of six- and 
seven-week online courses for middle and high school teachers that combine geoscience content, 
information about current climate research, easy to implement hands-on activities, and group 
discussion.  The course offerings include: CD 501 Introduction to Earth's Climate; CD 502 Earth 
System Science: A Climate Change Perspective; and CD 503 Understanding Climate Change Today.  
To register, visit http://ecourses.ncar.ucar.edu. 
  

Historic Audubon Camp in Maine Re-opening in 2010 
 
The oldest conservation camp in America will re-open its doors in 2010 for four adult 
ornithology sessions and one teen camp. Dr. Steve Kress will be directing the sessions 
and he has lined up some of America’s finest ornithology instructors to live and work on 330-acre Hog 
Island where the camp is situated. Kenn Kauffman, Scott Weidensaul, and Pete Dunne will be among 
staff members. Full descriptions of sessions and photos as well as registration materials are available 
at http://www.projectpuffin.org/OrnithCamps.html.    
 
 

 

Programs and Resources 
 

Smart by Nature: Schooling for Sustainability 

 
The Center for Ecoliteracy's Smart by Nature: Schooling for Sustainability portrays a 
growing movement of educators, parents, and students who are remaking K-12 
education to prepare students for future environmental challenges. With a foreword by 
Daniel Goleman, author of Ecological Intelligence, it also offers strategies for greening campuses, 
rethinking school food, and transforming schools into model sustainable communities. Leading 
environmental educator David W. Orr calls Smart by Nature “must reading”. Chez Panisse founder 
Alice Waters praises it as “an inspired handbook that connects hands-on experiences of the garden, the 
kitchen, the table, the compost heap, and the classroom curriculum!”   For more information, visit  
http://www.ecoliteracy.org/publications/smart-by-nature-book.html.    
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Programs and Resources 
 

 

Solar Energy Field Trip 
 
As a part of the Science Companion Field Trip Project, a new publication is available for 
teachers in grades 4-6.  Solar Energy Field Trip presents photos and a short story about 
President Obama’s visit to the largest solar plant in the U.S. and is full of wonderful lessons on energy 
transfer.  To view, visit http://www.scribd.com/doc/21830596/Solar-Energy-Field-Trip. 
 
 

Planet Protector Club for Kids 
 
As a Planet Protector, your mission is to improve the world around you by making less 
trash. Planet Protectors also help other people learn to reduce, reuse, and recycle. To 
carry out this mission, check out the fun activities and games at the EPA Kids website: 
http://epa.gov/osw/education/kids/planetprotectors/index.htm.  The more you learn 
about reducing wastes and saving resources, the better you become at carrying out the 
Planet Protector goals.  Materials are also available in Spanish. 

 

 

New NAAEE Publication to Help You Evaluate Your EE Programs 
By Julie A. Ernst, Martha C. Monroe, and Bora Simmons. 

 
Want to evaluate your environmental education program, but unsure where to begin? 
NAAEE has a new resource to help you. Evaluating Your Environmental Education 
Programs:  A Workbook for Practitioners walks you through how to design and 
conduct an evaluation. Throughout the workbook, 23 exercises ask you to check your 
understanding (the answers are included). In addition, 47 application exercises point you 
to tasks that will help you develop your own evaluation. A liberal use of case studies and examples 
illustrates the concepts in each chapter, and over 45 figures and tables provide graphic representations 
for visual learners. A case study of one program demonstrates how to use each chapter to conduct an 
evaluation. NAAEE members can purchase this publication at the discounted rate of $20!  To order, visit 
http://www.naaee.org/evalworkbook.   
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