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Certainly one of the joys of being an Dedicated to providing quality residential outd@ducation
outdoor educator is the privilege of observing experiences for students, the California OutdoohoBt
a child discover the wonders of nature. | Administrators (COSA) was established in 1982. @®&OS
recall being on the trail with a group of'5 created the Guide for Self-Appraisal and Certifmat of
grade students as we watched in amazemenResident Outdoor Science School Programs, a progedic
an adult dragonfly emerge from its nymph tool used by outdoor school staff to ensure qualitygrams
stage. The children patiently watched this and facilities. Current research supports residertutdoor
miraculous metamorphosis take place. On education programs. A recent study on the effetutdoor
another day, a group of"@rade students sat education programs conducted by American Instituftes
near the shoreline and sketched an elephanResearch (AIR) found an increase in science teses, gains
seal in its natural habitat as it splashed sandin environmental behaviors, cooperation and conflic
onto its back to protect itself from sunburn. It resolution, and in motivation to learn.
is precious moments like these, when Outstanding outdoor education
students really connect with the natural experiences also take place in the

Celeste Royer
Director
CREEC Network

environment, that we witness the importance of oaotd
education.

Outdoor education can simply be defined as thrcan,
about, and for the out-of-doors with four basic rpises: a
commitment to human responsibility for stewardsifiphe land;
belief in the importance of the interrelationshipadl facets of
the ecosystem; knowledge of the natural environmesta
medium for leisure; and the acknowledgment thatdoort
education is a continual education experie(rgd)

One can trace outdoor education in the UniteateStto the
western expansion and settling of the frontier thak place in
the 1800’s. As the wilderness was pushed badk,dés toward
wild lands gradually changed. In 1872, Yellowstdwational
Park was established to protect and preserve |fvdéuture
generations. Key environmentalists such as Hengyid
Thoreau, John Muir, and Aldo Leopold were instrutaérin
creating a positive attitude toward the outdooféiey wrote of
the benefits of outdoor recreation and of the eistof enjoying
nature. Muir helped found the Sierra Club so peopbuld
explore and enjoy protected wilderness.
movement was formed giving youth an organized veagrjoy
nature. President Theodore Roosevelt establishady mew
national parks and forests during his presidencypteserve
wilderness for us to visit.

To give students a deeper and longer experiaittenature,
residential outdoor education programs began. &hesre
programs lasting three to five days for the purpafsextending
the classroom curriculum through learning in thédoors. The
first residential outdoor school in California openat Camp
Cuyamaca in 1946, followed shortly thereafter bggoams at
Camp Hi-Hill and Clear Creek. Over the next 50rgedozens
of residential outdoor school programs were dewedof serve
California’s student population.

The BoyuSc

d local school yard, neighborhood,
§ and park. While we often think
of outdoor education occurring
in grandiose natural wonders
such as Yosemite National Park,
it can occur right outside your
window. In fact, while writing
this article, | observed two orb spiders wrappihgirt prey in
web, securing them for the next meal.

Californians are fortunate to have such rich alivkrse
ecosystems to explore. Whether you live nearnimuintains,
deserts, valleys, or oceans, outdoor experiencasinab
Teachers are encouraged to take students out mitre’s
classroom where a world of excitement and discoeary be
found. It is there that a student’s naturalistliigence may
blossom.

There are hundreds of environmental educati@vigers
who offer outdoor education opportunities for stutde These
programs can take place at your school, in a neemdsk, at a
nature center, county, state or national park, desgial
outdoor school, or along any ocean shore. Mawyigers
have aligned their curriculum with content standarthking it
easier for teachers to utilize their programs.

The CREEC Network is proud to connect educataith
these incredible outdoor education programs throogin
website, searchable Resource Directory, and needet In
this issue of CREEC Connections, we have highlidjtseme
of the remarkable programs available in Californi&e hope
every teacher takes the time to give students outeducation
experiences.  Will you witness a child discoveritige
remarkable events that take place in the wondersatire’s
classroom? | hope so!

References use®utdoor Education: Definition and Philosophy. Pisyll
Ford, COSA — ROSS Guide, AEOE - History notes, StRdy.
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Outdoor Education

Rancho El Chorro
Outdoor School
Located
Morro Bay, Ranchc
El Chorro delivers
diverse outdooM N

education experieng @ ,ﬂ
for elementary schodus d jr.*
students

The outdoor scho i
campus has T
rooms and labs chock full of live specimens andylef
hands-on experiences that include three maringhttanks.
An avian education center allows students an upeclo
introduction to a Red-Tailed Hawk, a Great-hornedl,Ga
Turkey Vulture and a Brown Pelican.

Rancho El Chorro’s hiking trails offer studemtpportu-
nities to spend time in the oak woodland, ripargnassland
and chaparral communities as they criss-cross ifiglaut
Pennington Creek or climb a hill for breathtakirigws of
volcanic peaks. The pond at Rancho El Chorro & th
perfect place for students to try out some wateality
testing, catch and release aquatic invertebrates, fainbow
trout or build wildlife observation skills. Grouggavel by
bus to various coastal locations for tidepool erqtion, a
visit to the elephant seals and an estuary adventéfter
dinner the fun continues with a variety of evenaujivities
including a night hike and songs, stories and mogst
marshmallows around the campfire. For more
information, visit www.ranchoelchorro.org.

nea

class-

Eureka Series!

California State Parks and the State Parksnération
have teamed up with the Californg
Institute for Biodiversity to launch th
Eureka! Series TheEureka! Seriess
a collection of regionally-base
programs throughout California th
strategically combine high-qualit
multimedia classroom materials w
local field experiences in Californiaj
state parks and other natural areas.

The goal of the program is to improve teachingréase
students’ interest in science, and encourage adadem
achievement in the areas of science, math, andnigdolr
students in grades 5-10.

Field trips include activities such as testingtev and soil
quality, observing sand crab behavior, investigatin
sedimentation rates, and using rapid biologicabssment
to study plant and animal populations. For more
information, visit www.eurekaseries.org.

Whiskeytown Environmental School (WES)

WES, just outside Redding in Shasta Countynigue in
its location for there are many examples of pasipfes
diverse activities. During the week students masit\van
historic graveyard, hydraulic mining sites, oldnspamills,
former lumber camps
abandoned gold mines a
mining ditches or even ¢
abandoned settlement. T £ ke
general environment ne
the facility is a mixed fores
of manzanita, pine and oz
Nearby are deep canyo
with tall ferns, fresh wate
ponds, many streams, and a
man-made lake. There is also an abundance of feildli
living at or near the campus. Deer graze on tapus
lawn, and bald eagles nest and feed within the. &tézar
Creek provides a habitat that attracts great blesoris,
ducks and many other animals. Utilizing these fgrea
local features, students study adaptations, cydiegr-
dependence, and many other concepts. For
information, visit www.shastalink.k12.ca.us/wes/.

more

Headlands Institute

At the Headlands Institute (HI), students fraimerse
communities around the Bay Area participate in lsaod
scientific investigations in a national park. Wt
collecting and classifying invertebrates from a gon
studying tide pool organisms, or observing hawksttoair
annual migration, students are encouraged to puiseie
natural curiosity as they develop concrete scigmueEess
skills. Instructors strive to meet teachers’ indial needs
by creating customized, standards-based progranishwh
challenge students to think critically.

HI is a campus of Yosemite National Institugesd is
located on Rodeo Beach in the beautiful Golden Gate
Recreation Area, just north of San Francisco. Ooe t
five day residential field science programs areer&tl for
students in first grade through high school. ANational
Park Partner, Hl is dedicated
to providing educational
adventures in nature’s class-
room to inspire a personal
connection to the natural
world and for students to

take responsible actions
to sustain it. For more
information, visit

www.headlandsinstitute.org

If I had influence with the good fairy who is supped to preside over the christening of all childrdrshould ask that her
gift to each child in the world be a sense of wonde indestructible that it would last throughouifé. Rachel Carson
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Outdoor Education

The Boojum Institute

The Boojum Institute for
Experiential Education offers
outdoor programs that
provide personal growth and
environmental education in a

variety of wilderness,
residential and base camp
settings.

Boojum offers three types of programs: exgdral
outdoor education courses for public and indepensigmol
students, leadership development and organizational
development programs, and the Adventure Challenge
Program for urban and rural youth at-risk populadio
Students may go rock climbing, participate in alleinge
course (ropes course), or go canoeing, sea kayakind
backpacking in locations such as Joshua Tree NatPark,
Point Reyes National Seashore, Yosemite Nationd, Rad
on the Colorado River. The Boojum Institute isdxin the
foothills of the San Bernardino Mountains of southe
California about 100 miles east of Los Angeleshia high
desert community of Pioneertown. For more infoiorat
visit www.boojum.org

Marin County Outdoor School at Walker Creek Ranch
The Marin County Outdoor School
at Walker Creek Ranch is dedicated
to helping elementary school teachers
satisfy their educational goals
through quality instruction within a
special learning environment that
inspires and motivates students to
achieve an appreciation of the natural
world. Using principles of thematic
instruction, the Outdoor School
enhances a student’s critical thinking,
processing, and socialization skills
What does Community mean to
you? We pose this question to
students and ourselves at the
opening ceremony every week. For many students the
outdoor school experience is their first significime away
from home. It is an opportunity to make new frisnthke
responsibility, and learn a new sense of indeperelewe
focus on the important qualities of community inithg
respect, trust, and understanding, and the impoetasf
teamwork for overcoming challenges. Students hinee
opportunity to gain a deeper understanding and eess of
how their choices and actions, good or bad, haveua
impact on the human community as well as the nhtura
community. For more information, visit
www.walkercreekranch.org/oe.htm.

Los Angeles County Outdoor
Science School, Wrightwood

The Los Angeles County
Outdoor Science School has
used the Wrightwood site since
1985. The site is nestled in the
beautiful San Gabriel
Mountains, about a 90-minute
drive from Los Angeles. There
is an extensive trail system through various edesys, at
elevations between 6,000 and 7,000 feet. Studenthe
program often find themselves atop a mountain with
breathtaking views, or alongside a lovely creekwitirgling
water and colorful rocks. In the evenings, theytipgrate in
programs such as the amazing Night Hike, hilariGks
Night, and super fun Dance Night!

The teaching staff at Wrightwood consists oflijiea and
experienced Naturalists who love being with kidsheT
Outdoor Science School curriculum is coordinateth whe
Science Standards and includes biology, ecologyd an
geology. Children learn from games, experimentsgd an
hands-on activities.

Students have a great time at the Outdoor Sei&uhool
learning about science in our special classroomhe t
outdoors! Whether it's hiking with our knowledgeabl
Naturalists, playing games, singing songs, or mgetiew
friends, everyone is sure to have an unforgettekperience
at  Wrightwood! For more information, visit
www.outdoorscienceschool.org/wrightwood/index.html

Camp Ocean Pines

Camp Ocean Pines in Cambria provides a gnatatoor
educational experience for schools. Tucked awathiwteen
forested acres overlooking the Pacific Ocean, thautiful
location makes it the perfect setting for outdoor
environmental education.

Highlights of the camp include kayaking witietotters
and sandy beach studies at San Simeon Cove, \estuar
studies and a glass bottom boat ride at Morro Bayg a

custom trip studying
geology in Big Sur with
hikes in the redwood forest.
Standards-based lessons are
provided or a custom
program designed to meet a
school’'s specific needs is
available upon request. For
more information, visit
WWwW.campoceanpines.org.
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Outdoor Education

Foothill Horizons Outdoor School

Looking through a
hand-lens at a rotten
log, finding critters
under a blanket of oak
leaves, touching a
worm for the first time
are just a few of the opportunities a student mig
experience at Foothill Horizons Outdoor Schog
located in the Central Sierra. Students discoV
the natural world through hands-on activitieg
lessons, and hikes that address the scier
standards.  Students will discover first-han
many special bird adaptations as they quiet
observe native birds during their visit to the bir
blind.
during their visit to the Discovery Hut and 3
blindfolded walk through the forest. Time sper
with an injured Red-tailed Hawk brings home th
importance of an appreciation for our naturg
world. Each student will also participate in a one
hour night hike that focuses on nocturng
animals, constellations, and an awe-struck vis
to the Sky Tower. For more information, visi
www.foothillhorizons.com.

TreePeople
Eco-tours of Coldwater Canyon Par
encourage children to dig in and discover th
earth, water, air, plants and animals in a hang
on outdoor experience. Educators lead groups
students and teachers
through the trails in
TreePeople’'s home ag
they learn about the
cycles in nature, how
these cycles are broken in
a city environment, how
that affects people and
what each child can do to
reconnect the natural
forest with the urban
forest.

Their sensory awareness is heighteng¢
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State Administration
Director: Celeste Royer
Phone: 805-782-7224
Email: croyer@slocoe.org

Admin Asst: Linda Sorensen
Phone: 805-782-7298
Email: Isorensen@slocoe.org

~Admin Asst: Melissa Bodin
" Phone: 805-782-7286

| Email: mbodin@slocoe.org
g
, Manager: Debbie Fox

¢ Phone: 818-623-4852

d Email: dfox@treepeople.org
jy Region 1—North Coast

( Coordinator: Olga Clymire
" Phone: 707-263-7249

. Email: olganc@pacific.net
E Region 2—North East

|| Coordinator: Francesca

- Huntsman-Seimer

| Phone: 530-225-0111

it Email: fhruntsman@shastacoe.org

Region 3—Capitol
Coordinator: Deborah Bruns
Phone: 530-668-3781
E-mail: bruns@ycoe.org
Coordinator: Leslie Smith
€ Phone: 530-478-6400, ext. 211
< Email: Ismith@nuhsd.k12.ca.us
C
Region 4—Bay Area
Coordinator: Laura Powell
Phone: 707-775-2420
Email: bacreec@comcast.net
Coordinator: Kelly Davidson
Phone: 925-788-0655
Email:
Epona Consulting@Mindspring.com

Region 5—South Bay
Coordinator: Pat Kent
Phone: 831-479-5327
Email: pkent@santacruz.k12.ca.us

Five eco-stations
located along park trails encourage students
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CREEC Leadership
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Region 6A—Delta Sierra
Coordinator: Barry Scott
Phone: 209-468-9119

E-mail: bscott@sjcoe.net
Coordinator: Wendy Harrison
Phone: 209-736-6009

Email: wandwl@sbcglobal.net

Region 6B—STEEP CREEC
Coordinator: Tricia Dunlap
Phone: 209-525-6604

Email: tdunlap@stancoe.org

Region 7—Central Valley
Coordinator: Michael Coburn
Phone: 559-351-6776

Email: creec7@yahoo.com

Region 8— Central Coast
Coordinator: Teresa Lees
Phone: 805-782-7265
Email: tlees@slocoe.org

Region 9A—SanDCREEC
Coordinator: Adrienne Marriott
Phone: 858-292-3733

Email: creec9a@hotmail.com

Region 9B—Orange County
Coordinator: Helen de la Maza
Phone: 714-708-3889

Email: HdelaMaza@ocde.us

Region 10—RIMS

Coordinator: Jennifer Futterman
Phone: 909-799-7106

Email: : jenniferevelll@hotmail.conf
Coordinator: Margina Rhyne
Phone: 760-934-0031

Email: mrhyne@monocoe.org
Coordinator: Susie Myrick

Phone: (760) 245-1661

Email: smyrick@mdagmd.ca.gov

Region 11—Los Angeles
Coordinator: Dana Roeber Murray
Phone: 818-623-4876

Email: dmurray@treepeople.org
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listen, feel and understand the water, air, sail an

tree cycles through games and demonstratio
activities. Participants learn about the cycles o

nature, how these cycles are often broken

cities and what each person can do to reconne
the natural forest with the urban forest. For morg¢

information, visit www.treepeople.org.
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