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 Frequent opportunities exist for interaction and discussion between teacher to student and student to student. 

 Appropriate amount of student wait time for student responses 

Eighty to ninety 
percent of classroom 
talk is from the 
teacher. 

Approximately seventy 
percent of talk in the 
classroom is from the 
teacher. 
 

Ample opportunity is 
available for student to 
student and teacher to student 
talk.  (Greater than 40% of 
time involves students talking 
and interacting.) 

Students sit in 
cooperative group 
configurations but that 
layout is not utilized 
during instructional 
time. 

Students are involved 
in one interactive 
learning activity (in 
pairs or in larger 
group). 
 

Students are seated in a 
configuration that supported 
interactive learning and spend a 
significant amount of instructional 
time in an interactive learning 
activity. 

Less than thirty seconds 
is allowed each time a 
student is asked to 
prepare a response to 
share with other students 
or with whole class. 

Less than one minute 
is allowed for students’ 
processing of 
information and 
student response time. 

Efficient amount of 
time (1-2 mins) is 
allowed for students’ 
processing of 
information in 
accordance with their 
level of fluency. 

 Interactive learning structures (partners, small groups) support 
objectives. 

For every 5 
minutes of teacher 
talk, 1 minute is 
allowed for 
student 
processing. 


