
Y
ou have the pow

er to choose the

person w
ho w

ill care for your child —

w
hile you w

ork and w
hen you play.  It’s

an im
portant decision.

C
om

m
unity C

onnection for

C
hild C

are w
ants to m

ake that choice a

little easier.  L
et us  provide referrals to

licensed Fam
ily C

hild C
are H

om
es and

C
hild C

are C
enters - based on w

here you

live, w
here you w

ork, and the specific

child care needs of your fam
ily.

It is our intent to only m
ake

referrals, and not recom
m

end a particular

child care setting over any other.  C
hoos-

ing a Provider to m
eet the needs of your

fam
ily is your responsibility and privilege.

T
his brochure provides the guidelines to

help you choose carefully.

C
all C

om
m

unity C
are L

icensing
to inspect the records of any

licensed child care hom
e or center you

m
ay be interested in.

It’s your right.

H
ave the provider’s facility num

ber handy
and call 1-559-243-4588.

M
ake the C

onnection to. . .

Q
uality

 C
hild

 C
are.

Community Connection for Child Care Community Connection for Child Care Community Connection for Child Care Community Connection for Child Care Community Connection for Child Care
2000 24th Street, Suite 100 2000 24th Street, Suite 100 2000 24th Street, Suite 100 2000 24th Street, Suite 100 2000 24th Street, Suite 100
Bakersfield, CA  93301 Bakersfield, CA  93301 Bakersfield, CA  93301 Bakersfield, CA  93301 Bakersfield, CA  93301
1-877-861-5200 1-877-861-5200 1-877-861-5200 1-877-861-5200 1-877-861-5200

A program operated by the
Kern County Superintendent of Schools Office,
Larry E. Reider, Superintendent.

C
hoices

C
hild C

are

C
hoice

N
ot C

hance



♥
Ask the provider w

hy they are qualified to care for your
child.

♥
Ask for a list of references.  C

all the references and talk
to them

.
♥

Ask if he/she has attended any special training sessions
or holds any certificates such as C

PR
, First Aid, Early

C
hildhood Education.

♥
Is it the kind of place you w

ant your child to be in?
♥

Is there a safe outside play area?
♥

Are there dangerous stairs?  Are they equipped w
ith

gates?
♥

D
oes the provider have liability insurance?

♥
Is the place neat and clean?

♥
Is the lighting adequate?

♥
Are unused electrical outlets plugged?

♥
Are poisons stored securely out of the reach of children?

♥
Are there sharp objects or other hazards?

♥
Are the toilets and w

ashroom
s adequate?

♥
Are w

ood stoves barricaded w
hen in use?

♥
Are pools and ponds adequately fenced?

♥
Are there plenty of good toys suitable for your child?
Are they broken or dangerous?

♥
W

hat is the policy on TV?  Be sure that the TV doesn’t
substitute for personal care.

♥
Are there places to take w

alks?
♥

Are there tricycles and other outside play equipm
ent?

♥
Are there educational m

aterials and art supplies such as
clay, paint, puzzles, books & m

usical instrum
ents?

♥
Is there a place for naps?  Are there cribs for infants?

♥
W

ho provides tow
els and blankets?

♥
Is there a regular schedule of activities?

♥
W

ill the Provider have your perm
ission to take your child

places in a car or van?
♥

If so, ask to see the vehicle.
♥

Is the vehicle in good repair?
♥

Are there seatbelts?  C
ar seats for younger children?

♥
Are the drivers insured?

♥
Is the Provider trained in first aid and C

PR
?

♥
W

hat are their general em
ergency procedures?

♥
D

o they have regular fire drills?
♥

Are em
ergency num

bers clearly posted by the telephone?
♥

W
hat are the Provider’s em

ergency plans in case of a
disaster?

♥
If the Provider is ill or needs to attend to business, w

ho w
ill

w
atch the children?

♥
M

ake sure there are adequate snacks and m
eals served

during the hours your child is present in the facility.
♥

Ask to see a typical m
eal or m

enu.
♥

Agree on w
hich foods you w

ill provide, if any.  D
iscuss any

special diet your child m
ay need.

♥
H

ow
 m

any children, including their ow
n, w

ill the Provider
be caring for?

♥
In a Fam

ily C
hild C

are hom
e, there can be a total of 8

children . . . w
ith no m

ore than 2 under the age of tw
o, or 4

under tw
o years - w

ith no other children.  If licensed for 12
- 14, an assistant is necessary.

♥
Are there other children your ow

n child’s age?

♥
O

bserve how
 the Provider com

m
unicates w

ith the children.
♥

Is the atm
osphere positive and loving?

♥
Is the Provider’s philosophy close to your ow

n?
♥

W
ill your child get m

ixed m
essages?

♥
Lim

its on behavior should be clear, firm
 and consistently

applied.

♥
D

iscipline should not be enforced through teasing,
sham

ing, shouting or physical abuse.
♥

D
iscuss m

ethods of discipline w
ith the Provider and

agree on a policy.  State regulations prohibit corporal
punishm

ent.

♥
H

ow
 m

uch do they charge?
♥

H
ow

 does it com
pare w

ith the going rate in your
com

m
unity?

♥
H

ave they increased rates recently?
♥

D
o they plan to increase rates in the near future?

♥
W

hen is pay expected?  W
ill you pay in advance or

later?
♥

H
ow

 often w
ill you pay?

♥
W

ill you be expected to pay if your child is absent?
♥

Are there any late charges or registration fees?

♥
G

ive the Provider addresses and phone num
bers

w
here you can be reached at all tim

es.
♥

Leave the num
ber of another person w

ho has agreed
to be called if you’re not available.

♥
Leave the num

ber of a doctor or som
eone else w

ho
can be called in case of a m

edical em
ergency.

♥
H

ave your child’s up-to-date im
m

unization records w
ith

you.
♥

M
ake your paym

ents O
N

 TIM
E.

♥
Tell your Provider about any allergies, physical
problem

s or other special needs of your child.
♥

H
ow

 ill can your child be and still com
e to day care?

Agree on a policy.  H
ave a plan if your child is too ill to

attend.
♥

Arrange regular conferences w
ith your Provider.

C
om

m
unicate!

♥
D

rop in now
 and then, especially if your child is too

young to tell you how
 things are going.

C
all Com

m
unity Care Licensing  at 1-559-243-4588

and ask to see the file of a provider you are considering.
Be sure to get the facility num

ber, from
 the provider,

 before you m
ake the call.
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