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2000 K Street, Suite 110

Bakersfield, CA. 93301

(661) 324-9000

Fax: (661) 324-1136

http://www.kernarts.org

CALL TO ARTISTS: Taft Oil Workers Monument

City of Taft and the Arts Council of Kern
Deadline for Submissions: July 9, 2008
A monumental sculpture will be erected to honor Taft Oil Workers in 2010 and this request for artistic designs will determine the final monument. The monument is sponsored by the City of Taft with contributions from both the public and private sectors. The Arts Council of Kern will implement the sculpture in conjunction with the chosen artist. The work must be of monumental stature and made of permanent materials. 

FINAL MONUMENT:
The Oil Workers Monument committee will select the design for the monument from submissions and the Arts Council of Kern will work with the artist to implement the design. Sponsorship bricks will surround the monument with donated plaques on nearby walls. The location is a one (1) acre site in downtown Taft on the Rails for Trails. The monument should create a distinctive visual landmark. 

PROJECT BUDGET:
The project budget is To Be Announced. Artists are requested to submit bids that are all-inclusive of all artists fees, and all expenses related to design development, including engineering, fabrication, transportation and installation of the artwork, insurance, and all other project related expenses. 
ELIGIBILITY:
This commission is open to all practicing, professional artists. Artists working in a variety of permanent media and functional art are encouraged to apply. Original designs only, focused on the history and in honor of the Taft Oil Workers. Designs may be rough, but dimensions of the final work must be included. The representational sculpture should include a minimum of two figures of 1910 era oil field workers operating cable tool equipment under a 30-foot-tall oil derrick. The sculpture should reflect the history of oil field workers and production in Kern County. 

ARTIST SELECTION CONSIDERATIONS: 

Applicants will be selected for the final round based on the following:

1. Artistic excellence and originality as evidenced by representations of past work in photographs provided and other supporting materials. 

2. Appropriateness of the artist’s medium, style, and proposed project concepts as they related to location and project objectives.

3. Experience with projects of similar scope and scale, or the resources to procure comparable professional experience to handle the requirements of working in the public sector.

4. Availability to participate in the design, approval and implementation of the project. 

5. Feasibility of proposed project.

The Selection Panel will identify and recommend three artists based on the project criteria. These finalists will be invited to submit a specific proposal for which they will be paid an honorarium for their efforts and materials for a maquette of their proposed project. All of the finalists will be expected to attend an orientation to learn more about the project site prior to developing a specific proposal for the project. 

SCOPE OF WORK: 
The scope of work for this project will generally include the following:

1. Finalizing proposal concepts to accurately convey the work’s artistic intent, design, location, colors, materials, fabrication processes, costs and production time. Artists will be expected to provide scaled renderings, models and other visual material to adequately illustrate how the artwork will appear when installed at the site.

2. Meeting with the Arts Council of Kern, staff, and community representatives as needed, to develop work appropriate for project context.

3. Reviewing the plans for the project and the preparation of engineering documents and specifications for the artwork. This work may require subcontracting the services of licensed design professionals, engineers, fabricators, installers and other consultants approved by the Arts Council of Kern and the City of Taft as needed to ensure a code compliant, high quality, and durable art installation.

4. Fabricating the artwork and submitting it for committee review at production milestones.

5. Installing and documenting the artwork at the site.

6. Attending design team and community meetings and events to provide updates on the status of the artwork’s progress. Depending on the location of the artist, this may happen by other means, including conference call.

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS: 

Please submit the following materials as described below, all of which are required to 

constitute a complete application by July 9, 2008. Regretfully, the Arts Council of Kern cannot be responsible for lost, missing or damaged materials. Incomplete or late applications may not be accepted.

1. One completed application form (attached)

2. Ten digital photographs of previous artwork numbered and fully labeled. Please put these images on a CD. Please select photographs of artwork that demonstrates your qualifications for this project. Artists applying as a team may submit ten digital photographs for each team member. Please do not submit prints or other reproductions of your work.

3. Two (2) copies of a corresponding photograph list, including title, date, media, dimensions, location, a brief description of the project, and the project cost.

4. A self addressed, correctly sized and stamped envelope (SASE) for the return of any materials you request us to return to you. Otherwise, we will retain all materials.

Submit nine (9) complete, one-sided, collated and stapled sets of the following written materials. Each set should contain one of each of the following in the order given. Please do not bind materials and do not submit in plastic sleeves, folders or binders.

1. Artist statement of intent (1 page maximum), anticipated conceptual approach for design of and materials for the project, and a summary of relevant past experience. Specific proposals are not requested and will not be reviewed at this time.

2. Resume(s): four (4) pages maximum.

3. Copies of relevant reviews, articles, etc.: three (3) pages maximum.

For more information, please contact the Arts Council of Kern at (661) 324-9000, or by e-mail at kernarts@gmail.com.

ARTS COUNCIL OF KERN

Public Art Project Application
Deadline: July 9, 2008
Artist Name: _______________________________________________
                Date:_______________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________

City/State: _________________________________________________
Zip Code: ____________________

E-mail Address: ______________________________
Website: ___________________________________

Fax: _______________________________________

Telephone: _________________________________

Names and E-mail or telephone numbers of additional team members, if applicable:

Name: _________________________________
E-mail or Phone: ____________________________________

Name: _________________________________
E-mail or Phone: ____________________________________

To ensure that your application is complete, please check off the following items as enclosed:

____
Project Application Form

____
10 labeled photographs for each team member (if applicable), on a CD.

____
Photograph description list (2 copies).

____
Artist’s statement of intent and proposed concept approach (one page, 9 copies)

____
Resume (four pages maximum, 9 copies)

____
Copies of relevant reviews, essays, etc. (three pages maximum, 9 copies)

DELIVER COMPLETED APPLICATIONS BY  TO:


The Arts Council of Kern

Attn: Oil Workers Monument

2000 K Street, Suite 110

Bakersfield, CA 93301

For inquiries, please call the Arts Council at (661) 324-9000, or e-mail us at kernarts@gmail.com.
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This organization is funded in part by the California Arts Council, a state agency,

and the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency.

http://www.cac.ca.gov      http://www.nea.gov

