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GOALS AND PHILOSOPHY

Edison School District’s GATE Program has been designed to provide special enrichment and extended learning for students who have demonstrated exceptional abilities and whose educational needs may not be fully met without modifications of the regular education program.  Furthermore, Edison School District is committed to increasing the participation of traditionally under-represented students, learning and physically disabled, limited English speaking, culturally different, and disadvantaged populations.  Students participating in the GATE Program should and will have access to persons, experiences, relationships, materials, and ideas for expanding their awareness.

It is the goal of the GATE Program to provide educational opportunities which challenge and involve the student while maintaining maximum identify with the regular program.  GATE classes provide enrichment as opposed to mere acceleration.  Acceleration that occurs does so because of students’ abilities to process information, not because of a forced curriculum.  The emphasis is on in-depth exploration.
GATE courses are qualitatively different, not quantitatively different.  In other words, students in GATE classes do “different” work, not merely “more” work.  For example:
· Independent projects which allow a variety of ways to study a topic

· Long term assignments

· Oral work including oral reports which teach part of the class curriculum

· Team problem-solving projects

· More student responsibility such as research assignments (as opposed to term papers)

Using the above techniques allows GATE students a forum where their unique talents and abilities can be encouraged.  Specifically, a faster pace in response to student interests and abilities; in-depth investigation of material; more student responsibility for learning/teaching situations; more independent work such as projects, reports, and activities; greater variety of learning options; and emphasis on high level thinking skills, divergent thinking, and problem solving.

MAJOR CATEGORIES OF GIFTED AND TALENTED IDENTIFICATION

Students who are identified as gifted and/or talented exhibit excellence or the capacity for excellence far beyond that of their chronological peers.  They require differentiated educational programs and/or services beyond those normally provided by the regular school program in order to realize their abilities.  Students whose extraordinary abilities fall into one or more of the categories below may be considered for gifted and talented education identification.  Some or all of these categories may be used in identifying gifted and talented students.

1. Intellectual Ability

Possible indicators:
a. Individual achievement test results indicating a high level of performance

b. Superior abstract reasoning ability

c. Superior vocabulary

d. Indication of potential for advanced academic performance

e. Accelerated rate of learning new tasks

f. Developmental potential

g. Analysis of an individually administered intelligence test which indicates superior abilities

h. Analysis of an ability test which indicates superior cognitive abilities

2. High Achievement

Possible Indicators:
a. Several consecutive years of advanced achievement in multiple academic areas

b. A significantly high grade point average for several consecutive years in multiple areas

c. Results of an individually or group administered ability test which indicates performance at least two years above current grade level in multiple areas

d. Recommendations from teachers or other professionals documenting the student’s abilities
3. Specific Academic Ability

Possible Indicators:
a. Evidence of at least two years of advanced achievement in one of the specific academic core subjects.

b. The results of individually or group administered ability tests which indicate or predict performance above the grade level peers in the specific core subject area.
4. Performing and Visual Arts Ability

We will use the Renzuli/Hartman Scale for Rating Behavior Characteristics of Superior Students (2004) to assess ability in this area.
5. Creative Ability

We will use the Renzuli/Hartman Scale for Rating Behavior Characteristics of Superior Students (2004) to assess ability in this area..

6. Leadership

We will use the Renzuli/Hartman Scale for Rating Behavior Characteristics of Superior Students (2004) to assess ability in this area.
GATE IDENTIFICATION FOR ESD
The following criteria will be used to identify GATE students with high intellectual ability or high academic achievement.  Identification of qualified GATE students will be accomplished using at least one of the following criteria:

1. Students who score Proficient or Advanced in Reading, Language Arts, or Math on the STAR (CST) Testing done in the year prior to identification.
2. Students who have District Benchmark Scores of Proficient or Advanced in Language Arts, Reading, Math, or Technology.
There will also be an alternative way to be identified as a GATE student with high intellectual ability or high academic achievement.  Students may be nominated for possible GATE identification by parent, self, other students, or staff if the students do not meet the above criteria.  The Director of Special Programs, after appropriate criteria (as defined below) is collected, must also approve these students.  Alternate methods for GATE Identification are:
1. Perusal of cum file indicating standardized test scores from second grade or higher would have qualified for current placement using criteria 1 or 2 above.
2. A nationally recognized standardized aptitude or achievement test may be used with the same criteria as identified in 1 or 2 above for GATE identification.  At the school site, the Otis-Lennon School Abilities Test (OLSAT) or the Renzuli/Hartman Scale may be administered by a qualified staff member as a possible source of standardized test scores.
3. Teacher recommendation from at least three educators (using the following Teacher Recommendation Form of GATE characteristics) with each indicating the student has very strong characteristics of being a gifted learner (at least 70% of the responses in the right hand column on the form).

GATE DOCUMENTATION

Once a student has been identified as GATE using one of the criteria listed above, notification needs to be made in writing to parents so that they can choose to exclude their student GATE classes, if so desired.  Documentation of which criteria was met in order to qualify the student as GATE, along with supporting evidence as defined by the criteria, should also be place in the student cum file on initial identification.  Students who have been identified as “GATE” will maintain that status, whether or not they participate in the GATE classes available to them.
TRANSFER STUDENTS

Transfer students may be admitted into the Edison School District’s GATE Program without being re-tested if records are received from their former district showing that he or she had been previously certified using eligibility criteria compatible with ours.  If the student did not qualify by standards compatible with ours, he or she will have to be re-tested for our District’s standards.

GATE BUDGET

A committee composed of the site principals and the Director of Special Programs or his/her appointee will allocate the budget for GATE expenses based upon the number of students served and needs of the individual program specified in the School Site Plan.  The School Site Council, using state guidelines for GATE programs, will determine how the specified funds are spent at each site.
RECORD KEEPING

The following records must be maintained at each school site:

1. Student roster – a master list of all students in each schools’ GATE Program including both participating and non-participating students

2. GATE inventory – a list of all major budget items purchased with GATE funds, past and present, and the location of those items.

3. School Site Plan – A specific program of goals, schedules, and activities planned for the current school year, which addresses the needs of GATE students.
SITE GATE PROGRAMS

Elementary School Program

The elementary school will tailor its site GATE Program year-to-year based on one or more of the following models:
1. Grade level cluster groups

2. Before or after-school enrichment programs

3. Independent Study contracts

4. Multi-grade level cluster groups

5. Accelerated instruction

6. Differentiated instruction

Edison Middle School Program
All 5th and 6th grade teachers will be responsible for differentiating the Language Arts and Math curriculum for the GATE students in their heterogeneous classrooms.  Edison Middle School offers both 7th and 8th grade Science and Language Arts GATE Classes.  Pre-algebra and algebra are offered in Math at both the 7th and 8th grades.
GATE Enrichment is also offered in the areas of Visual and Performing Arts and Technology during the regular school day and after school through the ASES Program.
[image: image2.jpg]



GIFTED AND TALENTED EDUCATION 

GATE Identification Worksheet

Student Name__________________________________________ Grade_________

Date___________ Person filling out this worksheet__________________________
A student can qualify for the GATE Program in one of the following ways:
Achievement Test:  
CST MATH   

CST ELA  
CST SCIENCE
(Must score Advanced or Proficient in two of three tests)
Benchmark Scores (circle one):     ELA    
MATH     
TECHNOLOGY     
(Must score Advanced or Proficient in two of three tests)

Teacher Recommendation





 
 Score 

Teacher 1_______________________________________        __________


Teacher 2_______________________________________        __________

Teacher 3________________
_______________________
      __________
At least 3 educators must indicate that the student has a least 17 of the 23 (70%) identified characteristics of a GATE student from the Teacher Recommendation Form.  Both recommendation forms must be attached.

Student Qualifies for GATE Program_________      

Does Not Qualify__________
Comments:______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________________________________________
TEACHER RECOMMENDATION FORM

G.A.T.E. STUDENT CHARACTERISTICS

In order for a student to qualify for GATE through this alternative method of identification, a Teacher Recommendation is required from at least two educators (using the Teacher Recommendation Form below) with each teacher indicating the student has very strong characteristics of being a gifted learner (at least 70 percent - 17 out of 23 responses - in the right hand column below).

Student Name: ___________________________________________________Grade:____________

Teacher Name: ______________________________________________________________________

For each numbered item below, check (√) one characteristic that best describes the above student most of the time.  If neither characteristic fits, leave that line unmarked.

	1.
	
	Knows the answers
	
	Asks the questions

	2.
	
	Is interested
	
	Is highly curious

	3.
	
	Is attentive
	
	Is mentally and physically involved

	4.
	
	Has good ideas
	
	Has wild, silly ideas

	5.
	
	Works hard
	
	Plays around, yet tests well

	6.
	
	Answers the questions
	
	Discusses in detail, elaborates

	7.
	
	Top group
	
	Beyond the group

	8.
	
	Listens with interest
	
	Shows strong feelings and opinions

	9.
	
	Learns with ease
	
	Already knows

	10.
	
	6-8 repetitions for mastery
	
	1-2 repetitions for mastery

	11.
	
	Understands ideas
	
	Constructs abstractions

	12.
	
	Enjoys peers
	
	Prefers adults

	13.
	
	Grasps the meaning
	
	Draws inferences

	14.
	
	Completes assignments
	
	Initiates projects

	15.
	
	Is receptive
	
	Is intense

	16.
	
	Copies accurately
	
	Creates a new design

	17.
	
	Enjoys school
	
	Enjoys learning

	18.
	
	Absorbs information
	
	Manipulates information

	19.
	
	Technician
	
	Inventor

	20.
	
	Good memorizer
	
	Good guesser

	21.
	
	Straightforward, sequential presentation
	
	Thrives on complexity

	22.
	
	Is alert
	
	Is keenly observant

	23.
	
	Is pleased with own learning
	
	Is highly self-critical








    ____  Number of responses in right column

Additional comments:___________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
PARENT/STUDENT NOMINATION FORM 

FOR THE GATE PROGRAM

Parents or students may nominate or self-nominate students for participation in the GATE Program using this form.  Upon receipt of this form, qualified site personnel will review the student’s achievement tests and may administer one or both of the district-adopted tests or scales.
Student’s Name:___________________________________________

Parent’s Name:____________________________________________

Grade:__________________________

Teacher:_________________________

Comments:______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

____________________________________

_______________________
Parent Signature





Date
____________________________________

_______________________
Student Signature





Date
Please return this form to the office at your school site.  Thank you.

GATE RESOURCES FOR EDUCATORS
Organizations

Academic Decathlon 

http://www.usad.org/

A team competition wherein students match their intellects with students from other schools. 

American Association for Gifted Children 

http://www.aagc.org/

Duke University organization and resources related to gifted education and students. 
The Association for the Gifted (TAG) 

http://www.cectag.org/
A division of the Council for Exceptional Children. Promotes scholarly research, advocacy, and professional development. 

Belin-Blank International Center for Gifted Education and Talent Development 

http://www.education.uiowa.edu/belinblank/

Sponsored by the University of Iowa. Conducts talent search and educational programs for gifted students.

California Association for the Gifted (CAG) 

http://www.cagifted.org/

A non-profit organization of teachers, administrators, parents, and professionals interested in promoting gifted education in California.

College Admissions Services 

http://www.go4ivy.com/resource.asp
Resources and information about college admissions including financial aid, scholarships, studying for the SAT, writing application essays, and the college admissions process.

Davidson Institute for Talent Development 

http://www.ditd.org/public/

Supports profoundly gifted young people and opportunities for development of talents. 

Stanford University Education Program for Gifted Youth (EPGY) 

http://epgy.stanford.edu/

Computer-based distance-learning courses for high-ability students of all ages in an individualized educational experience in a variety of subjects from kindergarten through advanced-undergraduate. 

Hoagies’ Gifted Education Page 

http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/
Gifted information and resources for parents, educators, counselors, administrators, other professionals, kids and teens 

International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO) 

http://www.ibo.org/

A nonprofit educational foundation that offers curriculum for high academic programs for high school, middle school, and primary grades.

Jacob K. Javits Fellowships Program 

http://www.ed.gov/programs/jacobjavits/index.html
U.S. Department of Education sponsored programs for gifted and talented education funding for elementary, high school, and college students; local educational agency grant programs, and university research.

Johns Hopkins University Center for Talented Youth 

http://www.jhu.edu/~gifted/

The program identifies top academic students in grades two through eight and opportunities for participation in challenging educational programs through their tenth grade year. 

National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC) 

http://www.nagc.org/

A non-profit organization of teachers, administrators, parents, and professionals interested in promoting gifted education on a national level. 

National Research Center on the Gifted and Talented (NRCGT) 

http://www.gifted.uconn.edu/nrcgt.html

The NRCGT promotes and publishes research on gifted education related to current and emerging issues in education of gifted and talented students, including GATE students from diverse cultural, linguistic, and socioeconomic groups.

Odyssey of the Mind 

http://www.odysseyofthemind.com/

An international educational program that provides creative problem-solving opportunities for students from kindergarten through college involving regional, state, and international competitions. 
Supporting Emotional Needs of the Gifted (SENG) 

http://www.sengifted.org/
Fosters education and research to support the unique social and emotional needs of gifted individuals.
 
U.S. Department of Education, No Child Left Behind (NCLB) 

http://www.ed.gov/index.jhtml

The NCLB Act, administered by the U.S. Elementary and Secondary Education Program, provides federal funding to state for implementation of programs for improving student academic achievement.

World Council for Gifted and Talented Children 

http://www.worldgifted.org/

A worldwide network of educators, scholars, researchers, parents, educational institutions, and others interested in research and information on the gifted. 
Publications

Gifted Education Communicator, California Association for the Gifted

Gifted Program Standards, National Association for Gifted Children

Gifted Child Quarterly, National Association for the Gifted

Gifted Child Today, Purfrock Press

Meeting the Standards, A Guide to Developing Services for Gifted Students, California Association for the Gifted

Meeting the Challenge, A Guidebook for Teaching Gifted Students, California Association for the Gifted

Raising Your Gifted Child, California Association for the Gifted

Creative Kids http://www.prufrock.com/client/client_pages/prufrock_jm_createkids.cfm

Gifted Children Monthly http://www.gifted-children.com/

Imagine http://jhuniverse.jhu.edu/gifted/imagine/

Journal for the Education of the Gifted http://www.prufrock.com/client/client_pages/prufrock_jm_jeg.cfm

Journal of Secondary Gifted Education http://www.prufrock.com/client/client_pages/prufrock_jm_jsge.cfm

Roeper Review http://www.roeperreview.org/

Understanding Our Gifted http://www.openspacecomm.com/publications.htm

Books/Journal Articles

Burns, D. E.; S. M Reis; and J. S. Renzulli. Curriculum Compacting: The complete guide to modifying the regular curriculum for high-ability students. Mansfield Center, CT.: Creative Learning Press, 1992.

Callahan, C. M. “To Accelerate or Not To Accelerate: Evaluation Gives the Answer.” Gifted Child Today. 15(2), 50-56, Austin, TX: Purfrock Press, 1992. 
Callahan, Carolyn M.; Scott L. Hunsaker; Cheryl M. Adams; Sara D. Moore; and Lori C. Bland. “Instruments Used in the Identification of Gifted and Talented Students” (Research Monograph 95130). Connecticut: The National Research Center on the Gifted and Talented, University of Connecticut, 1995.

Castellano, Jaime, A. Identifying and Assessing Gifted and Talented Bilingual Hispanic Students. Charleston, WV: ERIC Clearinghouse on Rural Education and Small Schools, 1998.

Clark, Barbara. Growing Up Gifted: Developing the Potential of Children at Home and at School.: 6th Edition, Prentice Hall, 2001.

Colangelo, Nicholas; Susan G. Assouline; and Miraca U. M. Gross. 2004. A Nation Deceived: How Schools Hold Back America’s Brightest Student. Belin-Blank International Center for Gifted Education and Talent Development. Iowa City, Iowa: University of Iowa, 2004.

Ford, D. Y. The Recruitment and Retention of African American Students in Gifted Education Programs: Implications and Recommendations. (RBDM 9406). Connecticut: University of Connecticut, The National Research Center for the Gifted and Talented, 1994.

Frasier, M. M.; J. H. Garcia; A. H. Passow. A Review of Assessment Issues in Gifted Education and Their Implications for Identification of Gifted Minority Students (RM 9564). Connecticut: University of Connecticut, The National Research Center for the Gifted and Talented, 1995

Frasier, M. M; S. L. Humsaker; J. Lee; V. S. Finley; J. H. Garcia; D. Martin; & E. Frank. An Exploratory Study of the Effectiveness of the Staff Development Model and Research-Based Assessment Plan in Improving the Identification of Gifted Economically Disadvantaged Students (RM 95224). Connecticut: University of Connecticut, The National Research Center for the Gifted and Talented, 1995.

Heacox, Diane. Differentiating Instruction in the Regular Classroom. Minneapolis, MN: Free Spirit Publishing, 2001. 

Kaplan, Sandra and Bette Gould. The Flip Book, A Quick and Easy Method for Developing Differentiated Learning Experiences. Calabasas, CA: Educator to Educator, Inc., 1995.

Kaplan, Sandra and Bette Gould. Frames: Differentiating the Core Curriculum. Calabasas, CA: Educator to Educator, Inc., 2000.

Renzulli, J. S. Scales for Rating the Behavioral Characteristics of Superior Students. Mansfield Center, CT.: Creative Learning Press, 2002. 

Rogers K. B. “Grouping the Gifted and Talented: Questions and Answers,” Roeper Review, Vol. 24(3) (spring 2002), 102-10.

Tomlinson, Carol Ann; Sandra N. Kaplan; J. Renzuilli; J. Purcell; Jan Leppien; and D. Burns. The Parallel Curriculum: A Design to Develop High Potential and Challenge High-Ability Learners. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press, 2004. 

Van Tassel-Baska, J. Curriculum Planning and Instructional Design for Gifted Learners. 2003. Denver, CO.: Love Publishing, 2003.

Winebrenner, Susan. Teaching Gifted Kids in the Regular Classroom: Strategies and Techniques Every Teacher Can Use to Meet the Academic Needs of the Gifted and Talented (Revised and Updated Edition). Minneapolis, MN: Free Spirit Publishing, 2005.
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Erica Andrews


Director of Special Programs


� HYPERLINK "mailto:eandrews@edisonschooldistrict.org" ��eandrews@edisonschooldistrict.org�


363-7645





Loreda Clevenger


Principal, Edison Middle School 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:lclevenger@edisonschooldistrict.org" ��lclevenger@edisonschooldistrict.org�


366-8292





Mark Holmes


Principal, Orangewood Elementary School


� HYPERLINK "mailto:mholmes@edisonschooldistrict.org" ��mholmes@edisonschooldistrict.org�


366-0155











Leadership/Creativity/VP Arts:


RENZULI/HARTMAN SCALE


(Advanced Characteristics)





Ability Test Scores:  OLSAT


(Scaled Score of 50 or higher)
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