Course Title: GRADE EIGHT HISTORY-
SOCIAL SCIENCE B

Course Description

Course No. N/A Grade level: 8

Text and Resources Options:
*A. Discovering Our Past: The American Journey to World War I;
Glencoe

B. America’s Story, Book 2; Steck-Vaughn

C. Unlocking the Constitution and the Declaration of
Independence; Globe Fearon

D. Call to Freedom; Holt, Rinehart and Winston

*Primary Adoption

Course Content: Key Content Standards and
Course Objectives

1. Students understand the major events preceding the founding of the
nation and relate their significance to the development of American
constitutional democracy. (8.1)

2. Students analyze the political principles underlying the U.S.
Constitution and compare the enumerated and implied powers of the
federal government. (8.2)

3. Students understand the foundation of the American political system and
the ways in which citizens participate in it. (8.3)

4. Students analyze the aspirations and ideals of the people of the new

nation. (8.4)

. Students analyze U.S. foreign policy in the early Republic. (8.5)

. Students analyze the divergent paths of the American people from 1800
to the mid-1800’s and the challenge they faced, with emphasis on the
Northeast. (8.6)

7. Students analyze the divergent paths of the American people from 1800
to the mid-1800’s and the challenge they faced, with emphasis on the
South. (8.7)

8. Students analyze the divergent paths of the American people from 1800
to the mid-1800’s and the challenge they faced, with emphasis on the
West. (8.8)

9. Students analyze the early and steady attempts to abolish slavery and
realize the ideals of the Declaration of Independence. (8.9)

10. Students analyze the character and lasting consequences of the Civil
War. (8.10)

11. Students analyze the character and lasting consequences of
Reconstruction. (8.11)

12. Students analyze the transformation of the American economy and the
changing social and political conditions in the United States in response
to the Industrial Revolution. (8.12)

o o1

Historical and Social Science Analysis Skills

Students will demonstrate the grades 6-8 chronological, spatial thinking,
research and historical interpretation skills.

*Course Value: One Semester

Credit Value: N/A

After reviewing the development of
America’s democratic institutions founded
in the Judeo-Christian heritage and English
parliamentary tradition, particularly the
shaping of the Constitution, this course will
trace the development of American politics,
society, culture and economy and relate
them to the emergence of major regional
differences through the period of the
Industrial Revolution. Students will learn
about the challenges facing the new nation,
with an emphasis on the causes, course and
consequences of the Civil War. They will
make connections between the rise of
industrialization and contemporary social
and economic conditions.

Students will continue to develop the Grades
6-8 Historical and Social Science Analysis
Skills. Students will build on the skills
previously learned and practiced and will
work to develop higher order analytical
skills.

*Qpen entry/open exit

Methods of Study

Evaluation of Performance Standards

1. Students will complete all activities assigned.
2. Students will participate in discussion and with other members
and/or teacher.

1. Students will complete all assignments with a
minimum of 70% accuracy.

2. The supervising teacher will be satisfied with the
quality of the student’s work.

3. The student must receive a minimum score of 70%
on each assigned final evaluation.

Updated 6/15/11




GRADE EIGHT HISTORY-SOCIAL SCIENCE B
Course Outline

I. Textbook Assignment

A. Discovering Our Past: The American Journey to World War 1 (1 Course)
e Read: Chapters 8-17.
e Define: All “Meeting People,” “Content Vocabulary,” and “Academic Vocabulary” at
the beginning of each chapter.
e Complete: Section Reviews
= What Did You Learn?
= Critical Thinking (Omit: The Big Ideas and all questions after)
e Complete: Using Geography Skills
e Complete: Analyzing Primary Sources
e Complete Chapter Assessments:
= Review Content Vocabulary
= Review the Main Ideas
= Geography Skills
= Using Academic Vocabulary
e Complete one Extension Activity listed below.

B. America’s Story, Book 2 (1 Course)

Read: Chapters 1-23.

Complete: “Define New Words” (beginning of each chapter)
Complete: “Using Maps”

Complete: “Using What You’ve Learned”

Complete: “Using Primary Sources”

Complete: “Using Geography Themes”

Complete: “Unit Reviews”

Complete two of the Extension Activities listed below.

1. Extension Activity

1. Using a local telephone book, find the heading “Government Officials” in the Table of
Contents. Create a chart using the following headings: Title, Name, Address/telephone. Fill
in the chart, listing the above information for each of the following officials:

a. U.S. President

b. California’s two U.S. Senators

c. California’s Governor

d. California’s Representative for the 21st District

e. State Assembly Representative for the 32nd District
f. State Senator for the 17th District
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GRADE EIGHT HISTORY-SOCIAL SCIENCE B

2. Use the Internet to research the life of John F. Kennedy, Martin Luther King, Jr., or Cesar
Chavez. Write a 3 paragraph summary based upon your research. Use Writing Rubric S I.
3. Use the following Internet address to review the United States Holocaust Memorial
exhibit: www.ushmm.org. On the main web page, click on the icon “personal histories.”
Find and read about one of the holocaust survivors. Write a 3-4 paragraph summary of the
life of one survivor.
4. Teacher generated activity, approved by the site administrator.

I11. Evaluation
e See your teacher for a unit test.

e All coursework must be completed with at least 70% accuracy.
e Activities must meet teacher’s expectations.
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