


From: Jeanne Hughes

To: "Clambie@mail.kecclc.org".GWIA.KERN COUNTY;
"DDesmond@mail.kcclc.org".GWIA.KERN COUNTY; Cathie Poochigian
Date: 5/26/2004 12:54:54 PVM

Subject: Re: From Catie Lambie about Algebra Credit

Catie, you do raise some great questions. I always want us to do two things 1)
maintain credibility and 2) do what is in the best interest of the student
without hurting the overall program. With this in mind, here is our policy.
1) classroom credits are generally based on seat time (with the exception of a
classroom student who does "extra credit" work cutside the normal classroom
setting) with an attendance factor (B5%)

2) students working on algebra in the classroom should be awarded algebra
credit based on the seat time IF they are progressing towards completion of
the course within the 75 to 90 day range. However, it they worked on gearing
up for algebra for the first 45 days, and then worked on algebra for the next
45 days, they would earn 3.0 credits in math, and 3.0 credits in algebra.

3) Since we know that students who earn 3.0 credits in algebra gain less
benefit than a student in a 5.0 credit block, we would attempt to secure 5.0
credits by assigning additional extra credit work whenever possible,

4) the teacher goal would be that the student in the classroom complete a
similar amount of work for 5.0 credits as a student utilizing IS as an
instructional strategy. This is critical because a district wWwill read the 5.0
credits as completion of the first half of algebra one and place the student
in the second semester of algebra one. They need to be ready.

3} So bottom line is this, if the have completed close to the first half of
algebra one successfully, award them 5.0 credits in algebra. If it took them
longer to do so, award them general math credits for the additional days that
you were working on seugenced pattern CARHSEE prep, general drill, etec. 1If
they only completed half of the first semester book, and it took them 75 days.
then award 2.5 credits in algebra and 2.5 credits in general math,

>>> <CLambie@mail.kcclc.org> 5/25/2004 1:48:13 PM >>>

I recently received some Classroom credit report forms from Jeannie and
started to award our Algebra students partial credit for their Rlgebra
work. She suggested that I break the five credits that we award for 6
chapters, into partial credits, based on the chapters the student has
completed. A student could receive:

Chapter 1 0.8B3 credits

Chapter 2
1.67 credits

Chapter 3
2.50 credits

Chapter 4
3.33 credits

Chapter 5
4.17 credits

Chapter 6

5,00 credits

Dennis spoke to me this morning and said that he had spoken with Jeannie



and that we would he awarding credits for Seat hours. I think we need to
resolve this issue, My concerns have to do with our accreditation,

In a regular classroom situation students would all complete the same
amount of material at the same time and would either pass or fail the
course based on their work and grades. This is why many students who cannot
keep up with the average pace do not pass math courses,

Algebra at camp is not taught as a class with everyone in the same place at
the same time like a typical Algebra course. The reason for this is the
constant flow of students and their ability differences. Students learn
and complete work at different rates of speed. Attention and care is
placed on their understanding of the material. Students that cannot
demonstrate this learning by passing the chapter tests are given reteaching
materials and tutored until they can pass with 702 or better. It is my
understanding that we are awarding letter grades for passing Algebra.

Is it OK in terms of accreditation for some students to complete one
chapter in two months, and others to complete three chapters in two months,
to receive the same seat credits of Algebra? Could we consider Algebra as
an independent Study course and award credit and grades accordingly? Are
independent study courses awarded credit based on seat hours?

We have some students who are here for several months and finish enough
general math and pre-algebra to place them in an Algebra text. These
students might complete one chapter or more of Algebra. How complicated
would it be to award them seat hours for the general math and/or
pre-algebra and actual independent study Algebra credits based on completed

Sincerely,

Catie Lambie

P.S. We now have 30+ students in Algebra at camp! I will wait unti] this
is resolved before T fill out anymore of these forms,

(6 60 Ken Taylor



