Seventh Grade

Goals:

Knowledge and Cultural Understanding
Democratic Understanding and Civic Values
Skills Attainment and Social Participation

World History and Geography: Medieval and Early Modern Times

Studentsin grade seven study the social, cultural, and technological changesthat occurredin
Europe, Africa, and Asiafrom 500-1789 AD. After reviewing the ancient world and the
waysin which archaeol ogists and historians uncover the past, students study the history and
geography of great civilizations that were developing concurrently throughout the world
during medieval and early modern times. They examinethe growing economic interaction
among civilizations as well as the exchange of ideas, beliefs, technologies, and
commodities. They learn about the resulting growth of Enlightenment philosophy and the
new examination of the concepts of reason and authority, the natural rights of human beings
and the divineright of kings, experimentalism in science and the dogma of belief. Finally,
students assessthe political forceslet loose by the Enlightenment, particularly therise of
democratic ideas, and they |earn about the continuing influence of theseideasin theworld
today.

The seventh grade program requires the use of reading, writing, speaking, listening, and
observing to extend higher level thinking skills. Students will understand that all
individuals' interests, cultures and backgrounds are valued regardl ess of gender, social class,
ethnic, racial or cultural characteristics.

Students will begin to explore the geographic, political, economic, and social structures
through analysis of various civilizations.
Content Standards:

7.1  Students analyze the causes and effects of the vast expansion and ultimate
disintegration of the Roman Empire.

7.2  Studentsanalyzethe geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures
of civilizations of Islam in the Middle Ages.

7.3  Studentsanalyzethe geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures
of the civilizations of Chinain the Middle Ages.

74  Studentsanalyzethe geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures
of the Sub-Saharan civilizations of Ghana and Mali in Medieval Africa
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Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures
of the civilizations of Medieval Japan.

Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures
of the civilizations of Medieval Europe.

Students compare and contrast the geographic, political, economic, religious, and
social structures of the Mesoamerican and Andean civilizations.

Students analyze the origins, accomplishments, and geographic diffusion of the
Renai ssance.

Students analyze the historical developments of the Reformation.

Students analyze the historical developments of the Scientific Revolution and its
lasting effect on religious, political, and cultural institutions.

Students analyze political and economic change in the sixteenth, seventeenth, and
eighteenth centuries (Age of Exploration, and the Enlightenment, and the Age of
Reason).



